
  

The Later 
Years 

 

Tough times 
 

1953/4 – LEAGUE SWITCH 
 

The 1953 season began with hopes high. 
 
 

 
 
 

But Hebden Bridge Salem found life tough when 
they moved from the Hebden Bridge & District 
Cricket League into the Halifax League in 1954, 
finishing bottom of Division 2 in their first season 
and languishing thereabouts for a few years. 



 

New pavilion HQ 
 

1957 – GROUND REDEVELOPMENT 
 

The Halifax League has always been particularly 
keen to ensure that clubs provide the best 
possible facilities. 
 

In 1957 one condition of Hebden Bridge’s 
admission was the construction of a new pavilion.  
 

This was opened on Tuesday 9 July 1957, 
Mytholmroyd Methodists providing the opposition 
to celebrate the occasion.  
 

 



 
 

 
 

In terms of Halifax League pavilion 
redevelopments, Calder Valley clubs have set 

the pace in recent years. Above: 
Mytholmroyd. Below: Old Town. 

 

 



Swinging Sixties! 
 

1968 – THE TREBLE 
 

The Club’s heyday came in the early 1960s when 
it won a hat-trick of Halifax Association titles. 

 

 

Champions! 
 

1981 – HALIFAX ASSOCIATION SUCCESS 



Summer festival! 
2000 – ‘CRICKSTOCK’ LAUNCHED 

 

 
 

Take the famous music festival Woodstock, add in 
some local cricket and a touch of archetypal 
Hebden Bridge culture…and you arrive at 
‘Crickstock’, a unique sporting experiment. 



Crickstock is a one-day summer festival, 
inaugurated in 2000, and now held annually at 
Salem Fields. It has grown massively over the last 
five years.  

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

It started out, in 2000, as a cricket match followed 
by a few drinks. Now it is a fully-fledged summer 
festival, complete with live rock music and an 
array of tents and marquees serving food and 
drink. 
 
 
 

 
 

Halifax Courier 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Mark Harrison and Dave Brooks giving their 
commentary which is broadcast over the Internet 

 



Oh so close! 
 

2004 – QUEENS ROAD BATTLE 
 

In 2004 Hebden Bridge put on a courageous show 
against Halifax Association top dogs Queens 
Road Muslims. The tone of this late-summer 
report in the Todmorden News demonstrates this:  

 

HEBDEN FALL JUST A WICKET SHORT 
AGAINST MIGHTY QRM         

Hebden Bridge produced one of their 
performances of the season, just failing to 
deny Queen’s Road Muslims the win they 
needed to claim the Halifax Association title.  
 

 
The mighty QRM 

 

It should have been a mismatch between an 
all-conquering QRM and a Hebden Bridge 
side positioned towards the other end of the 
table but instead the most gripping game 
took place.  

 

Sadly, the Halifax Association folded in 2005. 


