
 

CRICKET IN 
HEPTONSTALL  

 
 

 
 
 

Cricket has played a major role in the social history of 
the village, with several clubs – including Slack – 

doing battle in various local leagues. 



 

OPENING UP 
 
 

KEY DATES IN THE EARLY HISTORY OF CRICKET IN CALDERDALE 
 

June 1834: Halifax Clarence play Bradford on Skircoat Moor. 
 

1836: Halifax Alliance take on Huddersfield Britannia. 
 

 

       

 
 

Monday 20 August 1838: Todmorden CC stages its first recorded match. 
 

1860s: Inter-town matches staged involving Halifax, Elland and Brighouse. 
Smaller teams emerge, too. 

 



 
1870: 'Cricket Battery' (an early ‘bowling machine) invented by Mr Swaine, a 

Halifax cricket pro. 
 

1877: Halifax’s Thrum Hall ground levelled. 
 

1887: Founding of the Halifax Parish Cup. 
 

 

       

 
 

July 1888: First county match at Thrum Hall - Yorkshire v Gloucestershire 
(and WG. Grace). 

 
1897: Joe Nicholl opens the first ‘sports shop’ in Halifax on Cheapside. 

 
10 June 1897: Yorkshire visit Thrum Hall for last time. 



 

 
The village of Heptonstall from Old Town CC, Hebden Bridge 

 
 



 
 

CHAMPION TEAM! 
 

HEPTONSTALL SLACK CC 
 
Heptonstall Slack CC played in the Calder Valley League between 1891 and 
1907. They played at Popples and claimed the league title in 1892 and the 
Section ‘B’ championship in 1905. 
 

 
The Popples ground (1908) is centre left 

 



 

They then moved on to playing in the Hebden Bridge League and were 
champions of the league on six occasions. 
 

 
The Popples today 

 

Roy Collinge remembers going up to the Popples field with his dad, Jack. 
‘Everyone helped out with the ground. On Tuesday nights there were 
20 or 30 of us practising on the main wicket.’ 



 

At the 1957 Annual General Meeting there was just Heptonstall Slack 
remaining; attempts to merge with the Todmorden League failed and the 
League disbanded, Heptonstall joining the Halifax Association.  
 

 
Heptonstall Slack 1st XI, 1950s 

 



 

 
Heptonstall Slack 2nd XI, 1950s 



 
Slack were actually the Hebden Bridge League’s most loyal club.  
 

Founder members of the Calder Valley League in 1891, they were also 
founder members of the Hebden Bridge League which, alongside the 
Todmorden and District League, was established to accommodate the 
second teams of Calder Valley League clubs in 1894. 
 

 
1912, Hebden Bridge League 

 



 

They played continuously in the league until it folded in 1957, only the 
breaks for war, 1916-18 and 1942-46, intervening. Like all clubs, they had 
their share of characters, particularly in the 1930s when they featured at 
most of the league’s disciplinary hearings, as the following minutes show: 
 
 

 

 
6 July 1931 
Resolved that we write to Heptonstall Slack with regard to certain of 
their players using abusive language to umpires, and that we ask them 
to place warning notices in their pavilion. 
 

9 August 1933 
Resolved that after reading a report from an umpire against C.E.Taylor 
for using bad language that a letter of warning be sent to the said 
player, and also a letter to Heptonstall Slack CC asking them to try and 
prevent such conduct in future. 

 



 
3 July 1934 
Resolved that I.Judson of Heptonstall Slack who was reported by an 
umpire for using filthy language have a letter of censure written to 
him. Also that he must apologise to umpire within seven days or be 
suspended.  
 

 
 

1 June 1937 
C.E.Taylor of Heptonstall Slack was reported by an umpire for making 
certain remarks and also threats to strike…the League Committee 
decided to suspend Taylor for four matches, and also that he must 
send a written apology to Mr A.Wild the umpire. 
 



 

7 June 1937 
It was resolved after discussing an appeal from Heptonstall Slack CC 
against the suspension of C.E.Taylor that the appeal be not upheld. 
 

 
1912, Hebden Bridge League 

 

6 June 1939 
Resolved that a letter be sent to the Heptonstall Slack club re 
complaint by an umpire with regard to some of their second eleven 
players. 



 
 

TOP O’ TH’ CLASS! 
 

HEPTONSTALL PARISH CC 
 

Heptonstall Parish CC played in the Calder Valley League between 1892 
and 1907. They played at Top o’ th’ Eaves and were section winners in 
1901, 1902 and 1904. 
 

 
 

They also played in the Hebden Bridge League for spells in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  
 



 
 

 
1912, Hebden Bridge League 

 



 
 

 
1912, Hebden Bridge League 

 



 

CATTLE STOP PLAY! 
 

HEPTONSTALL CC 
 

Heptonstall CC played in the Halifax Association between 1944 and 1958 
and 1989. They played at The Popples, but suffered a fire in the 1960s and 
had to build a new pavilion. 
 

 
The Popples today 

 



 
They re-entered the Association in 1958 as Heptonstall Slack M.I. and as 
Heptonstall Parish in 1959.  

 

 

 
With The Popples in poor condition (it was common land, prone to cattle 
damaging the square), they leased Roils Head in 1973. 
 
They then moved to Spring Hall where they changed their name to 
Moorside (1975) as the venue was seen as being at the side of the moor. 

 



 

CRICKET IN THE 
SURROUNDING 

AREA 
 
 

     
 
 
 



 

JACK BRIDGE CC 
 

1930s - TEAM PHOTO 
 

 
 

 



 

CRAGG VALE CC 
 

1912 - HEBDEN BRIDGE LEAGUE HANDBOOK 
 

 
 



 

EASTWOOD CC 
 

1952 - NOSTALGIA PIECE 
 

 
 



 

HEBDEN BRIDGE CC 
 

1885 - THE CLOWNS COME TO VISIT 
 

 
 



 

BIRCHCLIFFE CC 
 

1912 - HEBDEN BRIDGE LEAGUE HANDBOOK 
 

 
 



 

OLD TOWN CC 
 

1948 - ‘DOUBLE’ WINNERS 
 

 


