Halifax CC

Began as Halifax Trinity in 1856, playing on Skircoat Moor, before moving to Pellon Lane around 1860. They opened a new,
prestigious ground in King Cross Lane in 1862, where they could levy admission charges, have a professional bowler in daily
attendance, and arrange matches against All England Xls. This ground was lost to building in 1876 and a move made to the
top of Hanson Lane. Two years later they amalgamated with the Halifax rugby club to become simply Halifax, the pair moving
across the road to Thrum Hall in 1886. Halifax were founder-members of the West Riding League in 1893, then founder-
members of the Yorkshire Council in 1889. They joined a West Yorkshire League within the Yorkshire Council in the late
1920s, these teams all resigning in 1936 to join with two clubs from South Yorkshire in forming the Yorkshire League. In 1994
they moved to the Huddersfield League, but closed down after the 1998 season pending the sale of Thrum Hall to Asda.

Extract from Lost: The Former Cricket Clubs and Cricket Grounds of Halifax and Calderdale by Andrew Hardcastle (Cricket
Heritage Project Publications, 2006, £5)

Halifax Cricket Club: Early Days

The first dominant cricket club in Halifax was Halifax Clarence, probably named after King William VI, formerly Duke of
Clarence before his coronation in 1830.

They are the first local team to appear in the pages of the Halifax Guardian, the first local paper which was established in
1832. The match in question was against Fairweather Green from Bradford in June 1834, although there is no suggestion that
this is the club’s first game. Playing most of their matches in midweek, Halifax Clarence probably followed the pattern
elsewhere as a domain of better-off members of society — gentlemen of means, employers of labour or the self-employed.

Halifax Clarence played at Skircoat Moor and used the Crown and Anchor at Bull Green for hospitality. By 1839 they had
established a new ground in a field on Hopwood Lane now occupied by Park Road and People’s Park. They played their first
match there against Bradford.

Also in 1839, the ‘second rate members of the club’ played home and away matches against the first eleven of the fledgling
Todmorden club but were soundly beaten in both games.

In 1843 Clarence moved to a new field at King Cross Lane but they were back at Hopwood Lane for 1844.



The club folded in 1850 and revived in July 1852, playing at West Hill Park in Gibbet Street, a site now occupied by a row of
houses known as West Hill.

The club moved again in 1855, playing in a field adjoining Halifax Jail in Hanson Lane, but they folded for a final time at the
end of the season.

Although no direct link has been established, in some respects this club can be regarded as a forerunner to Halifax CC. Halifax
Trinity, which evolved into Halifax Cricket Club, first emerged in 1856, the year after Halifax Clarence folded, and by 1862 had
succeeded Clarence as the town’s dominant cricket club.

Like Clarence, Trinity began with a few inauspicious encounters on Skircoat Moor. They moved to Pellon Lane in 1861 and
then to the former Clarence ground on King Cross Lane in 1862.

They employed a professional and, like clubs of similar standing such as Rochdale, Bradford, Huddersfield, Dewsbury Savile,
Todmorden and Burnley, organised matches against the travelling All England Eleven to raise the profile of the club.

On 1, 2 and 3 June 1863, XXII of Halifax and District, including guests from Bradford, Sheffield and Todmorden, beat the All
England XI by 54 runs, Halifax 188 and 95, All England 152 and 77. A crowd of over 5000 attended the second day of the
biggest sporting event Halifax had ever seen. The fixture was repeated in July 1864 when All England had the better of things,
hitting 58 to Halifax’s 22 and 69 for 8.

Further matches were arranged against the rival United England XI and in 1868 Halifax played against the touring Aboriginals.

The club moved to another former Clarence ground at Hanson Lane in 1876 before settling at Thrum Hall in 1886, by when
“Trinity’ had been dropped and the name changed to Halifax Cricket Club.

Adapted from the following sources:

Cricket in Halifax by Andrew Hardcastle

Cloth Caps and Cricket Crazy: Todmorden and Cricket 1835-1896 by Freda, Malcolm and Brian Heywood. Upper Calder
Valley Publications.



Early Letters:
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1989 Article:

8 The Calderdale News, Thursday, July 6. 1989

El Pictured above are the Halifax Cricket Club first team in 1930, Maurice W, Garside is the captain and is

seated in the centre of the front row, The other members are; back row lelt 1o r
Bromdbent, H. Naylor, F. H. Tay'or, C. Crowther, J. Sutcliffe and P. Morfee.
Durwin, H. Geldard, M, W, Garside (capt), E. J. Durkin and K. B, Westwood.

t C. Wood iscorer) R.
the front row are T.

n page three of last week's “*Calderdale News

and Shopper'”. under the heading lost and

found, we asked reader if they could identify the
owner of a medal that was reproduced.

You were quick to respond and we now have o com-
plete history of the M. W. Garside who won the medal
for his efforts in the 440 yards while still & member of
Frank House at The Halifax Council Secondary School,

Muurice Garside, we now know, wenl on 1o leach
history at the school fnow Clare Hall) until the early
19305 and developed into an enthuskastic and skilful all-
round sportsman.

In the 20x he played for Yorkshire's Second team and
wis anly pipped for a County Cap by the legendary
Maurice Levland. As our picture shows he captained
Halifax CC in the 305 and Inter captained Rotherham,
Colchester und Blagkpool as his career as a head teacher
tok himm to those owns.

In fact, one of our informants, Tom Hylend of Brig-
house, came ncross him by sccident when Tom turned
oul for Lancaster CC in a match against Blackpool CC,
he was amazed 1o find that Maurice, although well o
his 50s, was still captain of the Blackpool side.

In additicn o his teaching and sporting links, Mau-
Mee was for many years Chairman of Rotary Inter-
national and travelled the world on their behall

........This Was

yo'u'rs '_Ii-fe

However, despile his iravels, Maurice W Garside
never lost touch with Halifax and his many friends in
this aren. He returned at least once o year until his death
in 1977 1o anend the Armistice memorial services and
to visit old service collegues in the teaching profession.

This popular sporting personality wag also a fine
golfer winning many competitions as 2 member of West
End Golf Club and, along with his brother Reginald
whao still lives in Halifax, represented Halifax RLFC

Unforunately his life was tamied by a greal tragedy
when his gon, Peter, who had been 4 brilliant scholar,
wasted away with one of the carliest examples of ano
rexia. His other son, Rolf, now lives in Chelienham and
wuorks for the Diplomutic corps.

Tom Hyland, an ex-pupil and later a teaching col-
league  described, Maurice as: “An  outstanding
teacher, a fine sportsman and well loved by o grea
number of boys from the Halifax Council Secondary
School and other colleges

Thanks o Don Elliot, Yim Swale and all the others
who gave us details of the life and nmes of Maurice W
Carside we have now been able w retwmn the medal 1o
his mece, Jill Cruggs who lives ai Skircoal Green, Hali
lax and feel we delighted 10 have been awsociated with
this man, even though that associstion has been post
Fdrmous



1931 Team Photo:




1932 Team Photo:

HaLIFAX CRICKET CLue




1942 Team Photo:
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1944 Team Photo:

HALIFAX C.&A. CLUB. 1st. XI. 1944

WINNERS OF THE CHAMPIONSHIP, BRADFORD SECTION, YORKSHIRE CRICKET COUNCIL




Undated Handbook Entry:




Undated

Thrum Hall —




Thrum Hall — Undated




Site of Thrum Hall Today:
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