January 2004 — Getting the Grant

ANOTHER FIRST FOR HUDDERSFIELD HISTORY:

MAJOR GRANT TO
STUDY CRICKET
HISTORY

Huddersfield Historian Peter Davies, working in conjunction with local cricket leagues and the archives
services of Kirklees and Calderdale, has been awarded £43,000 by the Heritage Lottery Fund to support
work on the social history of cricket in the area. This, the first ever grant by the HLF to a sport history
project, is further confirmation of Huddersfield History's reputation for outstanding research and for bringing

academic excellence to the community.

HUDDERSFIELD HISTORY
STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE
IN LEARNING & SCHOLARSHIP

Department of History, University of Huddersfield Poster




By ED REED
News Reporter

A SPORTS historian. has
been awarded £43,000 — to
research almost 200 years of
cricket in Huddersfield. .

Dr Peter Davies, & senior his- '

tory lecturer at Huddersfield Uni-
versity, will. use the National
Lottery Heritage Fund cash for
the ambitious project.-

It could eventually result in a
book about the game in Hudd-

. ersfield and in Calderdale.

The news was announced to 400

ests at the Drakes Huddersfield

rickst League's annual dinner at
the Cedar Court Hotel, Ainley Top,
and confirmed today, .

Paul Whiteley, the lzague's exec-
utive sécretary, said the money was
to research and archive the histo
of the game in the region, whic
stretches back nearly to the time of
Napoleon. The oldest club in the

Huddersfield area is Lascellss
Hall

Yillagers used to play the game-
before obtaining their own fleld
there in 1825

The lottery money-will pay for o
research assistant, boards outside,
local ericket clubs giving details of
their history and audio tapes of
interviews with former players,

The Huddersfield and District
Leaguecame Into being in 1891 and
now has 19 teams, :

Other authors have researched
the league’s history, most notably
Alec Lodge and Leslie Duncalf ina
centenary publication.

. But Mr Whiteley said the latest
praject- would' be extremely ambi-
tious and was long overdue,

“The whaole idea is there pre 29
Huddersfield League clubs, there
are lots of Calderdale League clubs
andin the clubhouses thers must be
a history of ericket In the arce
which clearly bhas not been pui
together in any shape or form.

M CRICKET BUFF: The
univarsity's Dr Pater Davies

“The Huddersfield Cricket
League has the centenary booklet,
which went into some detail, But
the whole idea isto go out thereand
speak to cubs and members, par-

Huddersfield Examiner

STUDY CRICKET

ticularly the older members™

Mr Whiteley said it would take
vast amounts of time to devote to
trawling through old records; club
books and scareshects, as well as
speaking to former players about
their memories,

One of the most important
as of the project would be
talking to clder players.

Mr Whiteley believes thers could
be ex-cricketers who were involved
in the game around the First World
War,

Dr Davies was ﬁ{Euinted hon-
orary historan of the leagus-in
March last year,

And the league committees hope
that, within & year or-two, he will
produce a book on his findings.

“The Bradford League archives
are a lot better than in Hudd-
ersfield,” said Mr Whitelsy.

“Lots of stuff here wasn't con-
sidered to be of historical value,"

ad resd@axaminenco.uk




Passion: history lecturer Peter Davies loves
cricket

Tt oo af Shalnef{fe Crcled (ks

£43,000 grant to study cricket histoﬂz"

A UNIVERSITY lecturer han
been bowled over by a £43,000
grant to study the history of
cricket in Calderdals.

Dr Pater Davies, o kénior his-
tory lecturer at Huddersfield
University, has roceived the

ant from the WNational

ttery Heritage Fund and
will use it for & two-year
ject on the sport in Calderdale
nnd Kirklees. .

*I am vary excited. History is
my wark but cricket is my
gion 80 to be able to combine
them is wonderfol ™ said the
A7.yoar-old who has played the
game gince he was o child.

Ha said it was probably the

By Georgina Tidswell

first time a sport had been
recognised as part of our her-

age. ;

*People study all kinds of
things but whon it comes to
sport thoy don't think about it
that way.

“My argument is that erickot
i# fundamental to the horitage
nnd socinl history of this area,
this is very much cricket coun-

Ly

“My family come from Nerth
Wales and there are about
seven cricket cluba in the same
mrea thore, but in Calderdnle

Halifax Courier

there are 40.° he said. Some
maoney will go towards a per-
momal nseistant to help Mr
Davies eolloct matarial and put
together the histories of each
club, which will go on a boand
in nach elubhouse,

“I want to make the people
who pass by to know that the
club 1 thiars and to say to peo-

le who live theors ‘this is
impartant to your village.”

ir Davies also wants. to
ragord eluba’ oral historios on
nudio tape and collect old
minute books and even ald
bats and balls.

The tapes and books will be
stored in the archives at the

Central Library, Halifax.

He also wants to put on oxhi-
bitions in branch libraries
throu t Calderdals.

In the summer painters and
photographors will be touring
the grounds to capture them at
their prime.

He wonts to work with
schoals to plan feld trips to
ericke! grounds.

He plans set up o three-year
degree  at  Huddersfield
University Lo run alongside the
Eg'uct. ond hopes to wrile &

!mya::n ol help M

na who can p Mr
Davies with the ject ean
contact him on 01454 472250,

Tolson Museum,

Nl e readdy 10 hin 1 mosd

IR0 o il

In Kirklees

Admission Free Tel D148

Ihe Project - sponsarod By the Feritage Lodery Fumd
and (he University bo e e ol £50 0600 - s enguining
ot erieape amd ssciad hissiary of cricke in
Caldendsle and Kirklees After twelve months of el
grafl, Prigect leader Dr Peter Davies and sssistant Rob

The cxhibithisns will be the meost visille, aad cxoliing.
aspect of the Project sahd Peser "The Todsen Muscam
exhibithon will e the jewed in the onown - an {ndepth

Mae Development of Cricked

Howzat!!

The pioneering Cricket Herltage Project at
the University of Huddersfield explodes into
life-this summer, with a full schedule of
displays and a high - profile sxhibition at

Cricket Carnfval’

30 or visit: www.ckericketheritage. orgauk for further details

survey of bocal crickoting history, with special emphasis
inin the aeigims of lscal clsibs, competitie, copipnaent anid
thee ethnic dimension (o crickel in Kinidees

s Progect Team Bave hoen working with Tidson staff
iver the past year, resly for the exhibition o be frmally
lamnebied witd) guest VIPS from the world of kocal cricket
preseni ar the epening.

Bun the Tolson exhibigion B only onc aspeet of the
Project. There will ubsis be spectal desplays ap amd own
Kirklers, i villages and sowrs ' Bvery cricket commaunity
in the arca will have i cram cstonsiscd exhiibizgion - in
the kocal libeary, pub or sme other puhlic veme We'ne
really boisking Kerwand (0 te summer sakd Peer, it is
greng 1o take the Project ondo @ new bevel.

History on Your Doorstep

Maunf Criclel ok




Pitch in to chart sport's history

By ED REED
Hows Reporter

A LECTURER is relishing the
challenge of bringing together
cricket’s rich reponal hulog.r
for a huge archive in Hudd-
ersfield.

The Examiner revealed yester-
day that thanks to a National Lot-
tery grant, spovts-mad academic
D Peter Davies ia to spend the next
few years chromicling the game’s
past, speaking to o pern nnd
gathering historcal items ki o
the sport in Kirklees and
Calderdale.

And be is now asking for help
with his research from everyone
imvnlved in the game.

The oral history, collested from
elderly players, will allow him to
build a preture of the #;eﬂ n
Kirklees throughout the first half
of the 20th century, Club records
stretching further back will also
prove valuable for the anchive,

Dr Davies was granted £43,000
?y the National Lottery Heritage

und to carry out its first-cver
ﬁﬂa—mlmd project. Normually,

cash goes oo preserving of
Inlihﬂn# and monumenty

Hu]l IJ.!'.FHE.:}'“.“ E‘llul:-cm a-nﬂfdhc
FOCEL an ritnge &
game which hus been at the heart of
village life for centuriea

“A lot of clubs have had ffires and
been vindalised and some of the
;!i:!':‘hasbﬂnlnlﬁuiﬁﬂnmkof

ry to say “this is mportant,
bet's guard 'n'.r'

He eveniually hopes to write a
book based on his studies

The semior lecturer in history at
the University of Huddersficld
views cricket ns more than just a
game. It h.l.lgﬂu.yni ncrucial rols in
community life for more than 200
years

Huddersfield les at the very
beart of ope of the most fercely
poud cncketing counties in the
couniry.

*Yillage cricket is fundamental
to our heritage and history,” sad
Dr Duvies, who himsell turms out
for the YMCA cricket team af
B_Ilk?' and has played the game all
his life

“It's real ife, Some of the
are formed around the cricket field,
There's a pub, there’s a church,
there's a cncket ground,”

His rask will be massive. “There
are fots of clubs to work with.

Cricketing people love 1o falk
They love to reminisce!™

As part of the project, infor-
muation plaques will be pot outside
all the cricket grounds in Kirklees
gving a potted history about the
site and club

There will be educution packs for
schools Local artists wall paint

each cricket und while pho-
tographers will creste a picture
archive for foture generations.

Thers are about 5 village cricket
grounds in Kirklees

As well as the book, Dr Davies
hopes to wnite a number of articles
ina the project developa

The will allow Dr Davies to

appoint a research asustuant to help
s work.

*1 never thought that my main
hobby, which w cricket, could
become an academic thing. ™

Anyone who wishes to help
should call Dr Davies on 01484
AT1559.

Huddersfield Examiner
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A Lottery grant means Peter can research the rich history of Calderdale’s fields of honour

Here’s £43,000...now
uncover crlcket S |oys

By Virginia Mason

THE gentle thwack
of leather on wil-
low, the ripples of
applause.

So the rulss might not be
rlH that simple to follow. But
that WUull:fn t spoil wour
appreciation of & game of
cricket an the village green.

Especially il thore were
home-mnde enkes, sand-
wiches and urne of ten for
the break of play

What other game is such
o part of our heritage?

eter Davies certainly Rich hlﬂﬂﬁ" Researcher
belioves it is. Caldordnle, he  Peter Davies
:;'hj's I# rich 'iJ. jitha :I:|-|1un of

118 national sport and he is PR
now ready to go into bat Lo -|—|1H"r |']I L_ f]
prﬁe IL:]B Id Hudd-

3 -yar-n u staltatla il iLs
erafield  University hista hJ”l‘“hﬂ H
locturer is nbout to embarl

Al \V1y(10Imroyd

l!_l-iaﬂﬂﬂ nt rraFr;n I'rihu | et

‘Heritage itery Fun 145 NRA

whn:ﬁnll investignte just lds Ut X il

how important erickel, the e | e B

T Making he
LIS i

s paprm—— < (]\\/|Ches
of the local cultural %

dition,” he Yot
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Clubs in Calderdale and
Hirklees nct as o foeal-point
for community life, just like
the village pub and the vil-
Inge chureh.

“It in not just that loenl
men 1.Hml'ur senior sides
but u:I n turn out for
{'u.uiar sides, women often
1elp Tidth.i ;acm]lm':lntnnd
m erly. people take on
udu?fnlauﬁfn roles. Thers
i# also a high ethnic-minos-
ty%\ﬂﬁmmL this project

) waht
te dois to make i e
awnre of their ] ericked-
ing horitage.” :
ter,  who o lives in
Salendine Nook, (s n regular
cricketer himsslf,

all fta cricket clubs, They
are steeped in history and
uln'uﬂ,\'ll am finding there
are some wonderful storics
waiting Lo be told.*

A Mull-time lecturer at
Huddersfield for the past 13
years, he tells the story of 2
tenlady at M Imroyd
Cricket Club who has besn
making the sandvriches and
refreshments for 70 years,
"Cnn you imngine that?™ he

EAYS.

'Hn ‘nlso talks of how he
ds taken his muom  rotned
grounds and, like many pea-
pln, she did oot know of
thrir exinlenos

“The role of the crickel
club is absolutely central to

*I live in Kirkless but an village lifo snd yol if you
the Calderdale border and ook throngh many loral
what hna become obviods history beoks, the erichet
with the research I hove  elub wen't even get s men-
done so far k= just how rich tion,*

But that’s NOT cricket
THE ericket pavilion has aften beg
8 murder scene far eriing writm:

Who can forget the

stum in  the
Murders™

masty business
ni Flatcher's Cross lrhﬁ-nu which
almost hnd DOl Tom Barnaby
“Midsomar

e e e e
rocord straight? He starts to
explain how the ground-
breaking project will work -
antl it's plmost as eomplex
as the scoring

“There are severn] angles
angh | aum fust g0 pleased wo
have gol this money from
the lottery fund becnise it
Isn't often cricket becomed a
huritage issue,

"We nre nlwnys consery.
ing rivers. and mendows s
ﬂ%:‘ul erigkot?™

r han alrendy set
about collecting ltems for
Hatifox's Cantral Librnry,

O seore books, mintte

benkes, bats, balls, trophies
aoif medals will all form
part of the display.

He @& alsa collating oral
histories - of cluba. ] am
going to be putting thess
memcries an tape mnd hog
they will capture what vil-

SODEREOYE D Rogcmame

Inge lifo waw hike, the com-

munity around the cricket locations for poaterity, Their
wark will then form exhibi-

elub,” ho says
At each ericket groond it tons ot librories
15 nlso planned to put up a
weltome board giving u pot- local
ted history of the elub;
Community

schoals

photogra- pupils 6 they can

phors and nrtists will also work that ean be included in

capture all these ericketing  the exhibitions.

N
1I- )
; FlI

THE FIREPLACE

i FACTORY 0
RETAIL OUTLET -

SETS OF MARBLE.... from £109
MARBLE FIREPLACES . From £199

THURSDAY CLO:
SUNDAY 10 am -

FULLY QUALIFIED INSTAL LERS
MARBLE, PINE, WOOD, MDF
& STONE SURROUNDS
23 SQUARE ROAD, HALIFAX
(Oppreralfee Biiignte Kivsg andd rear Euroka)

TEL 01422 32

NOW OPEN 8.30 am - 6 pm
SED 5 pm
m

Ti ; jal
0416 | B0 “u%"uﬁﬁm*ﬁ}rﬂ Paul Ramsden do the

Poter nlso wanls to get
invalved,
working with teachers and

“Ideally we'd love local
schonlehildron 1o go on field
trips to their local cricket
grounds, to draw and paint
or mayhe study the history
of the pavilion. Working oul
those ‘halting aversges
would help with muths too”

o project will also
involve setting up an inter
active website and finally -
n= if nll thia woe not enoigh
= he'll be writing u bool

He juat slips that one n
& a last thought

Il probably have
enough for two boaks, to be
honest,” he jakes,

“But] -I'ﬂ-l-ll this is o sobjoct
that has been (gnored for
too long. Now it's time to

ive it the recpgnition it
EHM'\'M To be honest - it's
baoorme o bit of o erysnds.”
@ Peter'’s praject will be offi-
cially lnunched at o special
evant, The: Heritage and
Social History of Cricket in
Calderdale and' Kirklees,
which will be held on
Saturday st Huddersfield
University,  (hueensgate,
Huddersfield, from 10am to
4pm

FPlaces can be booked o
01484 472354,

Poter would nlso like to
hear from anyone with any
cricketing memories  or
memorabilin. They should
contact him on 01484

Halifax Courier

Cr
{L.»‘ ONHSCE?

From £4995 + V.

® Free Electrics
® Free Laminate

® Free Survey

® Free Base



B Bowled over!

hat was the reaction of

History lecturer Dr Peter
Davies when he heard that
he had received a cheque
for £43,400 to support his
research into village cricket
in Kirklees and Calderdale.

Peter received the grant from the Heritage
Lottery Fund - the first time that this
body has awarded money o a spor-
related project — and he is now all set o
launch his ploneering investigation about
ericket. community and the local heritage.

As well as creating an interactive
web-site, the praject will establish cricke
archives In Halifax and Huddersficld town
libraries, including an oral history bank.
Local libraties will also host exhibitions
on a cricket/community theme, and
Herituge Trail leaflets will be avallable to
the general public.

The project will also employ community
photographers and artists 1o depict local
ericketing landscapes, and educational
heritage-orientated signage will be erected
in and around local cricket grounds.

Peter - himsell a cricketer and passionate
supporter of Lancashire County Cricket
Club = Is in no doubt that the social
history of cricket Is o neglected subject:
“Cricket s a fundamemal part of the local
cultural tradition. Yet sfien, the hertage
of grounds, and the societies that shape
them, is neglected. The core aim of the
project is to make local people more
awire of thelr local eritkering heritage.

“Clubs 1l Caldérdale and Kitklees act as a
focal-point Tor community life, just like
the village pub and the village church do.
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Crickat researcher Dr Peter Davies (Dvision of History)

It s mot just that local men play for senior sides, bur children
turn out for junior skles, women often help on the social side,
and many elderly people ke on administrative roles, There is
also @ high ethnic-minority invelvement.”

On the academic front, Peter hopes (o write two books an the
cricketing heritage of Calderdale and Kirklees, The subject of
Sport and Heritage will also be imroduced into a variety of
degree-level modules ot the University.

Anvone who has any local ericketing memories or memombilin
should contact Peter on ext 2405,

Owzat!

Appeal
to local

cricket
enthusiasts

Special
Saturday
Day-School
27 March,
10am-4pm

Peter will officially
laumch Nis rescarch
project at a special
Hay-school eyvent,
The Heritage and
Social History af
Cricket in Caldendale
and Kirklees,

The day-school will
be of special Intercst
to local cricketer,
cricket-walchers,
former cricketers
andd Gfficials of

local cricket clubs

in Calderdale and
Kirklees.

Tickets for the
dy-school g £5,
Far mare fuformation
ar o reseree @ place,
contuet Lie Trayie on
ert. 235507 e<matl
Lerayte@hud.acaul

Huddle




“"The bowler's Holding, the
batman's..."

«A% & radio commentator once remarked

ihr was, of muree taliing
sbout cricket. And the
gentte sound of lestber
an willgw B beser an
wierest of ane
udderafeid lecturss for
My yar

"knockei for six’

Bt "Wnocked far 1B wid
B reaciion of Or Pelor
Dt witveri e hessirel ENGL e Bupl Focivad 43,400 to support
ihin Fedeade® inle village ciSChet W The HudSersheid and Halifas
Biva

Peter, & lectuter in he Dromben of History, s now ol st ts
launch his planeering investigabien about encket, esmminity
and the lacal Berilage

“Clulss In Coiderdale sed Wirklees act oy & focal-poini Ter
community e, Juat lie the vilage pub and [he vitsgs chusch
oo, 1t is not just that local men play for wenier sides, but
children Eum out fer junior sdes, women often Pelp on Ehe
sacial side, and many sideriy pecple take on admineiTabee
rodes. Theds i also @ high ethnic-minomty invalmmend "

Ax well an crugting an intersctie web-ste, the projec wil
estwbinh cricket archives in Halifas and Huddersfeid osn
Hiwaries, which will inciude an oral pistoey bank

“We arv aiso guing to commission photograghery and Briags D
dect local crickefing landscapes, snd edocaiions! hentage-
oriesiabes signage wit be erected in and around local oricket
prounds,” said Peter, himseil & cricketer and passionale
wwepertnr of Lancishire County Criciet Club

Tha MEnchesier man 18 I ne deubl 11 the socil hiviery of
erichal L beine neglected: “Cricket & & fundamentad part of the
lotal culuesl Eracition, Yef ofien, the heritage of greunds, and
B socstion Ehat whaps {fewn, s being overicoked. The oo
mim of g praject is o make 1ocal people more swate of thew
local enciating hariligs.”

On i scademic front. Peter hopes 1o wrile wa booka on the
tricaating g of Casdersiile and Kuilows, and 1P subed
of Spact 200 Merilage wil i ba Introduded Into a vanety of
digroe-level madules 51 e University.

Anyone who has any bocal cricketing memaries or
memarabiiia should coniscl Paler on 01404 472405,

Tha gentls sgund of
lewthar af sillos

riudderitihd erickat
resmarchers

Foter Davies (nghi)
ard Bak Light

tuas-bres bome
Cisarai in Hedh ard S0t

|

To heip Feter, the Divisioh of History has appeirted an axpert
on the kisiory of West Yerushire spert

Rl Ligta, m PhD siudent specialising in rssdnanii-cesdury
crichet historysnd will week in lasdem with Peier, who s
feading the two-year project funded by the Hermage Lotbery
Fund - 1 st sport-orentated project (o feceive s
grant

“Wa will b rying ko fe-caombnuct the Ristory of oiicioet In the

area, " makd Mob, “and we are interesbed in lncating ofd minute
books, sooneboada, pholrd and sy other ariefscks that wound
il with this. We'll gven be gatting the reminiscemces of oid

tricheten on Lapa. |f anyone Bl Boy cricketing memarshil,

w'dl [ove bB haar froms 1R,

Has hatt frem Patwiey Bricdoe snd plays for Peteloy Bridge
Crichet Clab, Ha Bas alss weiiten the officaal hiatary of b ol
ok gained an MA = Sports Witory and Culture from Lelcester
Do Ponifor Liniversily #nd I8 an axpart on crickel in Yictorian
Yarkshire

Sayn Rl "Crickel has & Ach hertags in iPes part of wod and
me will be working lowardy Creating & special onckel archive in
the main Huddersfisl and Halifas Gbearioe. My job B i3 make
iPes accesnbie to ordinary peaple By pieging logether the
history of the span in ksl vilhges and 1awne.”

Department of History Newsletter

Hit for six

History lecturer Dr Peter Davies s
cedpbrating alter a receiving a granl of
£43,400 from tha Herfage Lottery Fund 1o
explore the heritege and social history of
cricket in Kirklees and Calderdale.

Pater, a kesn cricketer and cricket fan,
said: To receive money to study crickel —
my ‘main passion oulside work — i like
going to heaven without dying. Cricket ks a
fundamental part of the heritage of Wes!
Yorkshire. Yel so often, lhe heritage of
prounids and pavilions, and of the teams
and communities who have created and
shaped them, |s (ke known.

‘Leagua  clubs in Calderdale and
Kirklees acl as a focal point for commienity
life: children play in junior sides, women
often help on the social side, and many
elderly people take on adminisirative or
ground-maintenance roles. Many clubs
hire out their ground faciiies to
community groups end those based in
rural areas have lo be especially aware of
countryside-related Issues. There is also
high AsianfAfro-Caribbean involvemenl i
local cricket.'

The Project will be led by Peler at the
University, bul will also  involve
‘parinership’ work with The Trinity
Insurance Halifax Crickel League, The
Drakes Huddershield Crickel League,
Halifax Public Library, Huddersfiald Public
Library and West Yorkshire Archives.
Peler will also be assisied by new
Research Assistanl, Rob Light, Rob hails
Trom Narth Yorkshire, has an MA in Sports
History, and Is currenily writing his Phd on
crickel in Victorian Yorkshira.

Peler ssid: This Project s abouwl
erickel. community and the local heritage
it will establish crickol archives - including
an oral history ‘bank’ — in Halfax and
Huddersheld town Bbraries. |t will employ
‘community”  photographers/arists o
depiclt local cricketing landscapas and
heritage-orientated signage will be erected
in and around local cricket grounds.'

Local libraries will host exhibitions on a
cricketfcommunity theme and 'Herilage
Trail' loafiats will be available. Informative
features will also appear in the focal
madia. Pater also hopes o write a book on
the crickeling haritage of Halifax and
Huddersfieid.

University of Huddersfield Website




Huddersfield heritage

THE Heritage Lottery Fund is more known for
sponsoring projects about arts, buildings and
landscapes, but in its last round of funding it
dished out its first ever grant for sport. And it
wasn't in the most likely of places.

Dr Peter Davies, a senior history lecturer
at Hudderfield University, was given £43,000
by the HLF to research the cricket heritage of
Huddersfield and Calderdale in Yorkshire. He
will traw! through archives and records to
bring alive a history in the area that is known
to date back to the late 18th century.

There are 29 Huddersfield League clubs,
there are lots of Calderdale League clubs and
in the clubhouses there must be a history of
cricket in the area which clearly has not been
put together in any shape or form," said
Davies."The idea is to speak to clubs and
members, particularly older members.”

Davies has already employed a research
assistant and expects to publish a book on
his findings within a few years. If you would
like to catch up on the latest project news,
check out www.ckericketheritage.org.uk.

Wisden Cricket Monthly




