Linthwaite Hall CC

Huddersfield & District League side between 1907 and 1916
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When Linthwaite Hall
were top of the league

SOME critics argue
it’s high time for a
change in the Hud-
dersfield Cricket
League, while others
wonder why they want
to spoil a good thing.

By the end of next
season, the (wo-section
scheme will have been oper-
ating for 55 years and it's
certainly proved the most
fmpular format in the
eague's history.

Whether the league ex-
pands into three sections of
10 rémains to be seen, but if
it does go through, it will
certainly not be the first
time the structure has been
altered.

The league was formed in
March, 1891, and the orig-
inal 10 clubs—Armitage
Bridge, Cliffe End, Hud-
dersfield United, Golear,
Lascelles Hall, Linthwaite,
Lockwood, Meltham Mills,
Slaithwaite and Holm-
fith—were former mem-
bers of the Huddersfield
and District Cricket Asso-
ciation.

The first championship
programme was played the
following year and the titl
was shared between Armi-
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tage Bridge and Slai-
thwaite.

Primrose Hill and Kirk-
heaton joined in 1893, Mel-
tham came in as Cliffe End
dropped out for good in
1894 and Friarmere and
Honley joined in 1895 when
Huddersfield United drop-
ped out for good and Lin-
thwaite went out for four
5Casons.

Marsden (1896), Dalton
('97), Paddock ('98), Hud-
dersfield (1901), Linthwaite
Hall ("07), St Andrew's
('08), Thurstonland ('10)
and Kirkburton ('11) fol-
lowed as the league’s
strength varied been 12 and
14 clubs up to 1920.

That’s according to a full
set of league tables supplied
to Golcar batsman David
Thorpe by Tom Webb, of
Oldham, who died recently
and who is best remem-
bered as a Rugby League
statistician.

Thev varv in snme ra

spects with a history of the
league, published in the dia-
mond jubilee book in 1951,
and also suggest there were
championships in 1915 and
1916, although league
handbooks do not name the
winners. For the record,
Linthwaite Hall—yes, that
renowned sironghold of
crown green bowling—fin-
ished top in 1915 but Lock-
wood won the top-four
play-off to take the title,
Slaithwaite were top in 1916
but they were beaten by
Huddersfield in the top-
four play-off final,

The league increased by
eight clubs to 20 in 1920.
Broak Oak, Almondbury
and Bradley Mills were the
newcomers, Armitage
Bridge rejoined after 13
seasons’ absence, Primrose
Hill returning after 11, Mel-
tham and Friarmere coming
back after dropping out in
1899 and Honley returning
after a four-year gap.

The league was then split
into four groups of five and
two points were awarded
for a win and one for a
draw or a te,

Marsden came back after
a six-year break in 1922 and
replaced Primrose  Hill,
who returned in the follow-

ng year along with new-
omers Rastrick. The
Hgue was then split into
oree groups—one of eight
nd two of seven—and
hese were arranged geo-
raphically.

Elland and Thongsbridge
dined in 1926 and three
roups of eight were
armed. In 1930, the league
‘as split into four groups
f six and two evening
fapue matches were
layed

|I DISCIPLINE ap a I

lot stricter in & early
days of the Huddersfield

[

In the second season,
Meltham Mills had one
point deducted for being
late on the ficld, and, ac-
cording to a brief nole
with the tables, had
| another deducied in 1894

for "refusing the um-
pires" instruction to take
the ficld."

Honley fielded an ineli-
ible player in 1895 and
ost  fwo  points, while i
Golcar had one point de- 1

ducted for disobeving an
umpire, as did Dalten in
a2

Thursionland  suffered
most, losing six points in
1912 for fielding ineligible ||
|| players, and Paddock had
one point deducted for a
“broken engagement® in
1917,

In & season where there "
have been a number of in-
stinces of dissent shown
to umpires, perhaps
league officials should
consider re-introducing &
points penalty in order to
persuade captains to take
a much firmer grip on the
behaviour of rheir
players,

Finally, the league was
split into two sections of 12
in 1932 and has remained
that way ever since—Shep-
ley replacing Friarmere in
1933 and Hall Bower taking
over from Meltham Mills in
1940.

Of those 10 original
clubs, only four have com-
peted in every season—Gol-
car, Holmfirth, Lockwood
and Slaithwaite—while Las-
celles Hall missed just the
1916 season.



