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FORMER West Indies
spinner Sonny Ramadhin
says En I_?Iam:l can still win
the World Cup — despite
their uncertain start and
off-field problems.

Legend Ramadhin, who will be
78 in May, still lives near Delph,
where he used to run a pub.

He played in the Huddersfield
League for Golcar in the carly
19605, a decade on from the last of
his 43 Tests, and is still a keen
student of the game.

Ramadhin believes if England's
best players start to perform
nearer 100% in the current
tournament, they have a chance of
lifting their first World Cup.

“There are several teams that
are capable of winning, and
England have a chance,” he said

“With Flintofl and Pietersen in
the side you can’t rule them out

“1 think Pietersen could prove
to be one of the stars of the World
Cup.

“] expect England to make the
last four alongside Australia, New
Zealand and South Africa and,
from then on anvthing, can
happen.”

Despite the optimism over
England, Ramadhin is still tipping
n familiar name to pick up the
trophy three times winners
Austrilin

*1 think Australia will win the
World Cup. They have tLhe
experience of having done it
before,” he explained

“I think Ricky Ponting will be
one of the stars of the tournament
and with Glenn MeGrath playing
for the last time 1 think he wall be

Delph-based Sonny Ramadhin is
enjoying watching the World
Cup, held for the first time in
his native West Indies. Hers,
PETER REDDING gets the

legendary spinner's thoughts on
the intriguing tournament

desperate to end on a high and
bow out in a winming side.”

Ramadhin is expecting a
competitive World Cup in the later
stages but is also hoping that the
event brings long-term benefits.

“I think the inclusion of the
associate nations can only benefit
the game,” he commented.

“They are promoting the game
of cricket all over the world and
they all deserve to be there

“I hope that this World Cup
comntinues to be exciting but I hope
it also helps (o augment peace and
sport between the nations™
® A special lecture about the
history of Golear Cricket Club
will be one of the major attractions
ot the University of Huddersfield's

Ut

g
Ramadhin

third Pennine Cricket History
Conference on Saturday, March
3l (10am-d4pm, Room WGI2E,
main campus).

The talk will be given by David
Thorpe, lormer player and now
committee member at the Colne
Valley club,

It will be entitled “Golcar CC: A
Journey with the Lilics from Scar
Bottom to Sandy Lane’, and will
cover the history of the Swallow
Lane outfit from the late 19th
century to present day.

1t will also highlight some of the
star names who have played for the
club over the years, including
Sonny Ramadhin,

There's much more on the
agenda, too, al the free event, and
u%uniscr Dr Peter Duavies smid:
*‘Our two previous conferences
have been really enjovable
occasions. Last vear we had
around 60 guests and this time we
have five speakers covering an
array of topics, so it should be
another good day.”

The conference has come about
through the Kirklees and
Calderdale Cricker Heritage
Project, There will be a cricket
bookstall on the day,

ENGLAND GAN WIN IT

Pietersen poised b
Australia still lookin
favourites:

B GOLCAR GREAT:

mrmer West Indies spinner Sonny Ramadhin (front
right) Iz pictured with the Golcar team of 1963 before a match In the
Huddersfield League. Ramadhin still lives near Delph
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Golcar club in conference spotlight
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Historic: cricket researcher Dennis O'Keefe
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them over with history
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Cricket conference
steps back in time

THE history of cricket in Calderdale
will come under the spotlight at the
third Pennine Cricker History confer-
ence

The event will be staged at the
University of Huddersficld on Saturday,
March 31, Talks on the day will focus on
thie history of ericker in Calderdale, and
alse in Deerbyshice and Berkshire.

One speaker will nbo present a slide
show about s favounte 30 encket
grounds in England.

"Dur two previous conferences have
been really enjoyable occasiony,” Euid
event organtser Dir Peter Davies. "Last
yvear we had around 60 guests and 1 was
wonderful to weleome them to the umver-
Siry.

“This year we hove five speakery, cover-
ing an array of topics, and it should be
snother good day.”

The conference s being held in Room
WGI2R, main University campus, The
annusl sccasion i one of the many public
outcomes of the £50,000 Crcket Hertage
Project, currently running at the
University

Dr Dovies added: “Admismon is free to
this yeur’s event and we will slso be having . | K o . -
o special cricket bookstall, which will be A — . h -
selling all our project publications. All dre { ‘ . - 1
weleome™

[ i
Call (11454 472405 for further detuils Walsden's 1961 side — part of Calderdale’s rich cricketing culture which will discussed on March 31
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