
 

EARLY YEARS 
 
 

CHURCH LINK? 
 
 

ORIGINS 
 
 
The origins of Staincliffe Cricket Club are slightly 
hazy, but it is possible – perhaps probable – that 
there was a link between the Club and the local 
parish church. 
 
 

 



 

UP FOR  
THE CUP! 

 
1883 - HEAVY WOOLLEN DEBUT 

 

 
 

The origins of Staincliffe Cricket Club are 
unclear. 
 



 

However, we do know that they were one of the 
clubs that participated in the first ever Heavy 
Woollen Cup competition in 1883, playing 
Dewsbury Moor United in the first round.  
 

 

 
 
 

In this period only clubs located within a six-mile 
radius of Batley Town Hall could enter the 
competition.  
 
This distance was later extended to nine miles in 
1895, 12 miles in 1901, 15 miles in 1929, and 
finally 18 miles in 2000. 
 
In the second round of the competition 
Staincliffe recorded a convincing win against 
Cleckheaton-based Hunsworth Mills.  

 
 
 



 

  

However, they were knocked out at the next 
stage of the competition after a 5-wicket defeat 
at the hands of Heckmondwike. 

 



 

GOING FOR  
A SONG 

 
 

1891 – MUSICAL FAME 
 
 

In 1891 Lascelles Hall came out victorious in the 
Heavy Woollen Cup, beating Ossett in the final. 
 
 

 
Lascelles Hall team and officials for the  

1891 Heavy Woollen Cup triumph 
 
 

The president of the Heavy Woollen League 
consoled Ossett, stating that they had been 
beaten by a club that had beaten the best in 
England. A voice from the crowd retorted: ‘They 
are old men and cripples’.  



 

 
 

A noted local composer, E.A. Lodge, produced a 
song to commemorate the Lascelles Hall victory. 
 

The words are a fascinating testament to a 
golden era in local cricket, an era that was 
coming to an end. 
 

And guess who were vanquished by Lascelles 
Hall in the second? Yes, Staincliffe!  See Lines 3 
and 4 of the first verse. 
 

 
 



          

 



 
 
 

 



 

SPEN VALLEY 
SUPERSTARS 

 

1905 – NEW LEAGUE 
 
 

 
 
 
Staincliffe were founder members of the Spen 
Valley & District League, which came into being 
in 1905.  
 

One of the best performances that year came in 
the first year of the competition, against 
Liversedge in early July. 

 



 

 



 

COUNTY-WIDE 
COMPETITION 

 

1916 - YORKSHIRE COUNCIL 
 

Staincliffe Cricket Club looked to be on the up 
when, in 1916, they joined the prestigious 
Yorkshire Council competition.  
 

It was in this league that they would now face 
such heavyweights as Batley, Heckmondwike, 
and other local rivals. 

 

 
 

Staincliffe performed well in their first season 
and were sitting on top of Section ‘E’ after 12 
matches had been completed.  
 

A Section play-off against Cleckheaton was 
eventually secured under the captaincy of Sam 
Butterfield. 

 



 



 

SLEEPING  
ROOM ONLY! 

 

1921 – NEW CLUBHOUSE 
 

 
 
In 1921 a clubhouse was donated to the Club by 
Mr R. Fox of Staincliffe Hall.  
 

 
 

It had previously been used by some local Irish 
workmen - who were employed in the nearby 
cotton mill - as sleeping quarters. 

 



 

 
 

 
The clubhouse today 



 

INTO THE  
BIG LEAGUE 

 
1938 – CENTRAL YORKSHIRE LEAGUE 

 

 
 

The first season of the new Central Yorkshire 
Cricket League in 1938 was not a happy one for 
Staincliffe.  
 

In fact, they failed to win even a single game! 



 

 
 

 


