
EARLY  
YEARS 

 

SUCCESS STORY 
 

CRICKET IN SOUTHOWRAM 
 

Southowram Cricket Club is one of the success 
stories of today’s sporting scene in Calderdale.  
 

Founded in 1978 and therefore much younger 
than most of its rivals, it boasts an idyllic ground, 
excellent facilities and an honours board which 
includes the coveted Parish Cup.  
 

 
 

But although the Club are the ‘new boys’ of local 
league cricket, they have interesting and 
intriguing predecessors in the hilltop village still 
famous for its quarrying industry. 



 

VILLAGE  
PEOPLE 

 

WELCOME TO ‘KLONDIKE’ 
 

For centuries, Southowram has been famed for 
its quarrying or ‘delving’. At one time the 
precious stone was actually mined, leading to 
the village acquiring the nickname ‘Klondike’.  
 

Later, steam cranes perched precariously on the 
edge of quarries became a characteristic 
Southowram sight. 
 

 
 

The quarrymen worked hard. And they also 
played hard… 

 



BANDS & BOOTS 
 

PEOPLE WITH A PASSION 
 

Victorian Southowram had a football team – 
Southowram Wellington – and, from 1901 to 
1923, a successful brass band. 
 

 
 

But for several decades, the principal passion 
was cricket. Over the years the village spawned 
as many as four cricket clubs. As one local put 
it: 
 

Back in the 1920s it seems that every spare 
field was turned into a cricket pitch. One 
story is that after every match they didn’t 
cover up the wickets but just put four 
posts around the square, roped it off and 
told the farmer to let the cows go on and 
eat the long grass. 
 

 



LET US PLAY 
 

CHURCH, CHAPEL…AND CRICKET 
 

The example of Southowram helps us to 
understand the role played by churches in the 
expansion of cricket in late Victorian England.  
 

 
 

All of the village’s teams had a church or chapel 
link. There were teams from the Methodist 
chapels and both of the Anglican churches, St. 
Michael’s at Bank Top (now demolished), and 
the Southowram Parish Church, St Anne-in-the-
Grove, formed their own teams. 
 

 

Southowram Methodist Church, which 
closed for worship in 2005. A Southowram 

Methodist cricket team was in existence until 
the late 1930s 



 

CRICKETING 
CHOIRBOYS 

 

1880s - ST. ANNE’S CHURCH C.C. 
 

 
St Anne’s-in-the-Grove, Southowram. 

Replacing an ancient local chapel, it was 
consecrated in October 1819 

 
Of the various precursors to today’s 
Southowram C.C., the St. Anne’s Church team 
had the longest and most chequered history.  
 
 

It probably began in the 1880s and in its early 
years the team was sometimes referred to as 
‘St. Anne’s Church Choir’ or ‘Southowram 
Choir’. 



 
 

LOCKING  
HORNS 

 

1882/9 – EARLY ENCOUNTERS 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

From the Halifax Courier of 8 July 1882 – 
report of an encounter between Southowram 

(St. Anne’s) and one of the area’s earliest 
cricket teams, Halifax Clarence, who easily  

came out on top 
 



 

 
 

This report from the Brighouse Echo of 24 
May 1889 records that St. Anne’s Church 

Choir registered an easy win at home 
against Pellon Lane Victoria 

 
 
 



 

WHERE DID THE 
GROUNDS GO? 

 

VILLAGE VENUES I 
 

Southowram is a village of lost cricket grounds. 
Some of the fields used over the years were 
gobbled up for quarrying, but many remain.  
 

In its early years the St. Anne’s team played at 
Cross Platts, close to the church.  
 

 
 

A field at Cross Platts, Southowram. A 
candidate for the St. Anne’s team’s first 

home ground. Is this the field  
they played on? 



 

PLACES TO PLAY 
 

VILLAGE VENUES II 
 

   
 

 
 

From the 1890s to the 1930s, Southowram’s 
various cricket teams (there were by this time 
quite a few) are reported to be playing at 
grounds in Law Lane, Pinnar Lane and West 
Lane.  
 

There is also evidence that at one time cricket 
was played on a ground adjacent to the now 
demolished Yew Tree House, in the heart of the 
village. 



AN INSPECTOR 
CALLS 

 

1891 – PARISH CUP GROUND REPORT 
 

In 1891 the Halifax Parish Cricket Challenge 
Cup Committee appraised the grounds of all the 
clubs that had entered the competition. Here is 
their description of the Southowram St. Anne’s 
pitch:   

This field adjoins Greenwood’s Quarry 
near the Pack Horse Inn. It measures 125 x 
100 yards and has a laid crease 30 x 20 
yards, a good though small pavilion and 
seating for about 60. Both crease and 
outfield are good though the later is 
somewhat uneven in contour. 

 

 

The Pack Horse in Southowram – the 
cricketers’ local in Victorian times



 

 
 
 

The Parish Cup report included this map of the 
Southowram St. Anne’s ground in 1891.  
 

At this period there was a quarry called 
Greenwood and Marshall at Milking Hill. If this is 
where the 1891 ground was, then it would be 
remarkably close to the location of the present 
pitch, developed in the 1980s. 

 



 

SHAW THE 
SHAMATEUR? 

 
 

1897 – AN OBJECTION IS RAISED 
 

 



 

 
 

Southowram St. Anne’s were regular entrants in 
the Halifax Parish Cup in the 1890s, although 
the team enjoyed little success, usually losing in 
the first round or even the preliminary round.  
 

But the Club caused a stir in June 1897 after 
they had been knocked out of the cup by Shelf 
C.C.. 
 
 
 

 
Brief report in the Halifax Courier,  

5 June 1897 
 
 

What happened next was that a special Parish 
Cup committee meeting was convened ‘to 
consider an objection made by Southowram 
St. Anne’s against Shelf’. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
It was alleged that the match-winner, J. Shaw, 
was in fact a professional, in contravention of 
the cup’s strict amateurs-only rule.  
 
 

Shelf acknowledged that Shaw had received his 
bus and rail expenses but that was all. After 
lengthy deliberation the committee dismissed 
the objection, although it was not considered to 
have been a frivolous one.  
 
 

Shaw went on to pick up batting and bowling 
prizes in subsequent rounds.  

 

 
 
 



 

LOOKING UP 
 

1896 - PRESS ARTICLE 
 

Southowram St. Anne’s had little success over 
the years, with a second placing in the 1899 
Akroydon League being one of its best 
achievements.  
 

But the club was usually optimistic, as this May 
1896 report shows: 
 

 



 

LEAGUES  
APART 

 
1898/1901 – LOCAL COMPETITION 

 
 

During its 50-year-plus existence, the 
Southowram St. Anne’s team played in a 
number of different leagues. In the late 1890s 
they had a stint in the Brighouse Cricket League. 
 
 

 
League table from 10 September, 1898, 

published by the Brighouse Gazette 
 
 

In the early 1900s Southowram St. Anne’s tried 
their hand in the Halifax-based Akroydon 
League: 

 
 



 

 
 

 
In April 1901 the Brighouse Echo looks ahead 

to Southowram’s new Akroydon League 
season 



 

A DRY SEASON? 
 

1899 - SIGNING THE PLEDGE 
 

From 1896, an example of the famous ‘pledge’ 
signed by members of he Band of Hope 

 
 

In 1899 a St. Anne’s team is sometimes, though 
not always, referred to as Southowram St. 
Anne’s Band of Hope. This suggests the church 
and team had come under the sway of the most 
influential temperance movement of the time.  
 

Founded in Leeds in 1847, the Band of Hope 
was, by the end of the century, patronised by 
Queen Victoria and millions of people ‘signed 
the pledge’ that they would forswear alcohol. Did 
this mean a ‘dry’ season for the team? 



 

SAINTS GO 
MARCHING ON 

 

1900 – FIXTURE LIST 
 

 
 

From the Brighouse Echo, 27 April 1900. The 
team’s nickname is ‘The Saints’. It is a puzzle 

why the report claims that this is only the 
team’s fifth season 

 



 

WARS OF 
RELIGION 

 

1907/15 – THE CHURCH LEAGUE 
 

 

Between 1907 and 1915 there was a Halifax and 
District Church League for teams connected with 
Anglican churches in the area.  
 

Southowram St. Anne’s took part in this 
competition, winning it in 1914. A team from the 
now-demolished St. Michael’s at Bank Top also 
played in the Church League.  

 

 
From the Halifax Evening Courier, 23 May 1910 
– a local derby played at West Lane between 

two Southowram church teams,  
St. Michael’s and St. Anne’s 



 

END IS NIGH 
 

1920s – LOCAL COMBAT 
 

Southowram St. Anne’s had several spells in the 
Halifax Amateur Cricket League - the last being 
from 1916-20 - and also played in the Halifax 
and District Cricket League up to 1922, when 
the Club was a founder member of the Halifax 
and District Amateur Association, created in 
1923 as an amalgam of the Amateur and District 
Leagues.  
 

The ‘Saints’ played on until 1929, latterly sharing 
a ground with the village’s Methodist team until a 
lack of support caused the St. Anne’s club to 
fold after some 50 years. 
 

     

From the Halifax 
Evening Courier, 7 
September 1920, the 
final tables of the 
Halifax and District 
Amateur League. The St. 
Anne’s ‘A’ team has 
finished a creditable 
fourth and, strangely, its 
‘B’ team is also in the 
division for 1st XIs, 
although coming in last. 
Another Southowram 
team, St. Michael’s, is 
runner-up in the division 
for 2nd XIs and yet has 
no representative in the 
1st XI league 



 

THE METHODIST 
CONNECTION 

 

1920s – ENTER THE WESLEYANS 
 
 

By the end of the 1920s Southowram St. Anne’s 
had gone into terminal decline.  
 
 
 

But the village’s Methodist cricket team would 
stay in business until the eve of World War Two.  
 
 
 

 
John Wesley – founder of Methodism 

 
 
 

Having earlier played in the Halifax and District 
Nonconformist League, the team usually known 
as Southowram U.M.C. (United Methodist 
Church), moved into the Association in 1925. 

 

 



 

 
From the Halifax Daily Courier and Guardian, 
4 September 1929. Southowram St. Anne’s, 
in their last season, are rooted to the foot of 

the Second Division of the Association. 
Southowram United Methodists, who would 
play on for ten years, are third in Division 3 



 

FINAL INNINGS 
1930s – AN ERA ENDS 

 

 
 

During the 1930s the United Methodists team 
was sometimes referred to solely as 
‘Southowram’ in match reports such as this one 
from 26 April 1930.  
 

The Wesleyans now carried the honour of the 
whole village! 



WAR CLOUDS 
 

1939 – CLOUDS OF CONFLICT 
 

 
 

  

From the Halifax Daily 
Courier and Guardian, 12 
August 1939 
 

Southowram Methodists  are rooted 
to the foot of the Fourth Division of 
the Halifax Amateur League. Three 
weeks later, war would be declared. 
Cricket would be much scaled 
down for the duration.  
 

When the Halifax and District 
Amateur League resumed in 
August 1945 it would be down to 
just two sections, with no 
Southowram team in either of them. 
 

In the Third Division table seen 
here, a team named Dyers is in fifth 
place and the report refers to the 
fact that they played at Pinnar 
Lane, the Southowram ground.  
 

This team was in existence 
between 1934 and 1953, formed by 
the Dyers Club on St James’s 
Street in the heart of Halifax. In 
addition to Pinnar Lane it also 
played games at Roils Head.  


