EARLY
YEARS

SUCCESS STORY

CRICKET IN SOUTHOWRAM

Southowram Cricket Club is one of the success
stories of today’s sporting scene in Calderdale.

Founded in 1978 and therefore much younger
than most of its rivals, it boasts an idyllic ground,
excellent facilities and an honours board which
Includes the coveted Parish Cup.

But although the Club are the ‘new boys’ of local
league cricket, they have interesting and
Intriguing predecessors Iin the hilltop village still
famous for its quarrying industry.




VILLAGE
PEOPLE

WELCOME TO ‘KLONDIKE’

For centuries, Southowram has been famed for
its quarrying or ‘delving’. At one time the
precious stone was actually mined, leading to
the village acquiring the nickname ‘Klondike’.

Later, steam cranes perched precariously on the
edge of quarries became a characteristic
Southowram sight.

The quarrymen worked hard. And they also
played hard...




BANDS & BOOTS

PEOPLE WITH A PASSION

Victorian Southowram had a football team -
Southowram Wellington — and, from 1901 to
1923, a successful brass band.

But for several decades, the principal passion

was cricket. Over the years the village spawned
as many as four cricket clubs. As one local put
It:

Back in the 1920s it seems that every spare
field was turned into a cricket pitch. One
story is that after every match they didn’t
cover up the wickets but just put four
posts around the square, roped it off and
told the farmer to let the cows go on and
eat the long grass.




LET US PLAY

CHURCH, CHAPEL...AND CRICKET

The example of Southowram helps us to
understand the role played by churches in the
expansion of cricket in late Victorian England.

All of the village’s teams had a church or chapel
link. There were teams from the Methodist
chapels and both of the Anglican churches, St.
Michael's at Bank Top (now demolished), and
the Southowram Parish Church, St Anne-in-the-
Grove, formed their own teams.

e

Southowram Methodlst Church which
closed for worship in 2005. A Southowram
Methodist cricket team was in existence until
the late 1930s




CRICKETING
CHOIRBOYS

1880s - ST. ANNE'S CHURCH C.C.

TR e

St Anne’s-in-the-Grove, Southowram.
Replacing an ancient local chapel, it was
consecrated in October 1819

Of the various precursors to today’s
Southowram C.C., the St. Anne’s Church team
had the longest and most chequered history.

It probably began in the 1880s and in its early
years the team was sometimes referred to as
‘St.  Anne’s Church Choir' or ‘Southowram
Choir’.




LOCKING
HORNS

1882/9 — EARLY ENCOUNTERS

HALIFAX CLyRENCL v, Son rm.-wu_r.'ﬂ__:*-""‘t.:“'f.ulh.hvrnm on
Fi

Saturday last. |Keore : Halifax Clarence
uu}t}, :\'I.IIJIHI(IW'I' 19. vHay Llarence 6.

1ALIFAX CLARENCE v NOLTHOWRAY, —-AL- S

: : - . " % is i 3 -"J'--l I L 1
Monday.  Claggnce —J, Hars i ¢, J. Heyre, uﬂt,l \?:::tillb r'}'ﬂ
]H:: gr‘-i[';, ;I;.__H}]i-;néruli:t {':]I”tl-""”” o, o I{ulh:rhih;w 2. s :-inj}ellr'utlj
ove §, H. Utthly 6, oMadlitison 2, L. Barstote 3. . Bunc
ext:aﬂ 9: total Southowran: - J Chadwitk O . {E"I'ul-b?ifltl' %1
.II.Tiérn::ut‘?n“tlﬂ, B. (;arnett 0, A. Day 0, A. Rufhton 1, W. Nay-
tl;tai' 1*'3: ~aylon0, Noble 0, Bottnicy 4, Hl#h:hifu: 1, extms 2'

Bancroft 37, not

From the Halifax Courier of 8 July 1882 —
report of an encounter between Southowram
(St. Anne’s) and one of the area’s earliest
cricket teams, Halifax Clarence, who easily
came out on top




LIGETOLIFFS v, DeEAx Ounovan Mruns.—Played ab
Ho&wood Lane, Halifax. Bcores:—Dean Clough M{lls—
Mitohell 0, Fielding 12, Oakhill 1, Ohn.%nmp 1, Crowther 1,
Hodgson 29, Bateliffe 1'.0. Groea!og 0, Hogg 0, Nettleton 3,
Patterson 1, extra 1, total 53. Lightelife—Wood 0,
Bmithson 3, Ingham 7, Torvell 1, Field 1, Dawson 4,
Nettleton 1, Ferguson 4'-. Lloyd 2, Harrison 0, Naylor 0,
extrad, tatal 24. . 2wl
7. ANNE'S OHUROE OHOIR, BOUTHOWRAM V. FRALLON-
LANE VICTORIA,—Played at Bouthowram last SBaturdsy,
and resulted In an éasy victory for the home eleven,
Bcore:—Southowram, 27; Pellon-lans, 7. Noble d
Goodyear bowled well, the former taking five wickets fox
three runs and the fattar three Wwickets for the sa
number of runs. Farrar (pro.) was unable to play with
the home eleven. Bounthowram géore:—J. W. Conkrotg 3,
W. Cockroft 1, Malkin 1, Goodyear 3, Nobla 1, Rawlindon
2. Fawthrope %, Banderson 4, Jowett 3, Clayton 2, Bopu=
maont i, extrg 1, total 27. |
~ Hove Epgp v. RANGE BANK.—At Bwales Mooy, The
' vilg{tors won by three runa after a very even gamg, Allen
" and Oates bowled well fnr Hove EBdge, the formmfz taking
6 wickota for 11 runs, the latter 4 for 9 runs. Beores —
Ra,ﬂfe Bank-—Milner 0, Haigh 4, Tankard 4, Braarxley 1,
Whiteloy 4, Orosaley 1, Bairatow 0, Crossley 1, Bottomley
gmt out) 5, Bepnet 0, Orowther 0, total 20, Hove Edgs—
abes 2, Turner 6, Mareden 4, Smith 0, Dennison; 1, Allen
0, Hepworth1, Rawnsley 6, Tiffany 2, Bykes 1, Hodgson
(not out) 0, total 23, :

BrioGeE BND (“A" team) v. RasTpioR Roving.—a%
Woodhouse. Hcores:—IAridge End—J. cagter 4, Wobd
2 1. Rewlinson 0, M)Bottomley 0, Bhaw 0, Rushworil 4,
W. Bottomley G, Webster 0, Fox 4, Bouthworth 8, Owen 0,
oxtra 1, totgl 25. Rovers—(t. Tha mﬁ 1, 7. Wad ngton p
Bayner 1, Oprdwell 4, Bentl Brook 0, Claxke 4, Jaggex
2 Qﬂmr 2,! Murgatroyd 1, m 0, extras 3, total2la

This report from the Brighouse Echo of 24
May 1889 records that St. Anne’s Church
Choir reqgistered an easy win at home
against Pellon Lane Victoria




WHERE DID THE
GROUNDS GO?

VILLAGE VENUES |

Southowram is a village of lost cricket grounds.
Some of the fields used over the years were
gobbled up for quarrying, but many remain.

In its early years the St. Anne’s team played at
Cross Platts, close to the church.

A field at Cross Platts, Southowram. A
candidate for the St. Anhne’s team'’s first
home ground. Is this the field
they played on?




PLACES TO PLAY

VILLAGE VENUES II

various cricket teams (there were by this time
quite a few) are reported to be playing at
grounds in Law Lane, Pinnar Lane and West
Lane.

There is also evidence that at one time cricket
was played on a ground adjacent to the now
demolished Yew Tree House, in the heart of the
village.




AN INSPECTOR
CALLS

1891 — PARISH CUP GROUND REPORT

In 1891 the Halifax Parish Cricket Challenge
Cup Committee appraised the grounds of all the
clubs that had entered the competition. Here is
their description of the Southowram St. Anne’s
pitch:

This field adjoins Greenwood’s Quarry
near the Pack Horse Inn. It measures 125 x
100 yards and has a laid crease 30 x 20
yards, a good though small pavilion and
seating for about 60. Both crease and
outfield are good though the later is
somewhat uneven in contour.

Th Pack Horse in Southowram —the
cricketers’ local in Victorian times
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The Parish Cup report included this map of the
Southowram St. Anne’s ground in 1891.

At this period there was a quarry called
Greenwood and Marshall at Milking Hill. If this is
where the 1891 ground was, then it would be
remarkably close to the location of the present
pitch, developed in the 1980s.




SHAW THE
SHAMATEUR?

1897 — AN OBJECTION IS RAISED

HALIFAX PARISH
CRICKET CHALLENGE CUP.
DRAW FOR SEASON 1807,

The Proliminnry, Firsi, apidd Seeand

i
in he played on the gronod af the 1
Club
PRELIMINARY ROUND. May 28th,
ireheliffe v, Lord Nelao
ey Ahiletie v. Geymnmaium
ithowram St Anne'a ¥
. and J, Baldwin
Auigruniing s ¥ g )
sowerby Tridge West End v

BYES.

Tl following bhave lpea Halifax, Elian
King Cross, Quesnabuey, Bowierhy Bridge, Greet
and, Haoly ‘Trinity, Mountain, [lingworth
Labdenden Foot Ht, Mary's

FIRST ROUND. -June 12th.
Holy Trinity v. Winnop of Hoand I
Gireetland v. Sowerhy Bl
Mingeartls . Winner af o
Winper of Round A . Ellaid
Loddendéd Fool St Mary's v, Winner
Honnd (

King Cross n. Winney of Rotnid 1
Molifax v. Winner of Mowml 13

. | 1mis
Queenshary ¥. Mountain

BECOND ROUND.--Juna 2dth.
inner of Mooand T v Winner of Donmd [
Viginer of Tonnd Tow, Winner of

Pyl of Hownd 4 e Winmer o

af Heund X Winnar ol
THIRD ROUND.—July i1Dth.
Winner of Hoood I* v, Winner of Ietnd Q
| Winter of HBoumd 8 o, Winner of Howml 1
FINAL ROUND.-July 24th, on Halifnx

Ground.
Winner of Hound T e Winner of

I. BOGAR CHO3SSLEY, &




Southowram St. Anne’s were regular entrants in
the Halifax Parish Cup in the 1890s, although
the team enjoyed little success, usually losing in
the first round or even the preliminary round.

But the Club caused a stir in June 1897 after
they had been knocked out of the cup by Shelf
C.C..

— — - T 1

2= L4
St, Augustine’s vanquished Bradshaw Mills. an
- s, ayd Shelf
f{;;:l:'a.braught about the dowafall of Southowram St.
Shaw wes maiolyr i - i |
et Y responsible for the latter achi vement,

Other members of the
foores. :

team hlso made usefal individual |

\ ;

Brief report in the‘HaIifax Courier,
5June 1897

What happened next was that a special Parish
Cup committee meeting was convened ‘to
consider an objection made by Southowram
St. Anne’s against Shelf’.
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It was alleged that the match-winner, J. Shaw,
was Iin fact a professional, in contravention of
the cup’s strict amateurs-only rule.

Shelf acknowledged that Shaw had received his
bus and rail expenses but that was all. After
lengthy deliberation the committee dismissed
the objection, although it was not considered to
have been a frivolous one.

Shaw went on to pick up batting and bowling
prizes in subsequent rounds.




LOOKING UP

1896 - PRESS ARTICLE

Southowram St. Anne’s had little success over
the years, with a second placing in the 1899
Akroydon League being one of its best
achievements.

But the club was usually optimistic, as this May
1896 report shows:

SOUTHOWRAM ST. ANNES,

| As the result of the bazaar held last O ber
| above club is in a good financial position. mALm;l:ig
. womething like £40 has been spent in the purchase
inf. a new tent, roller, nets and other necessary
| (‘rmkqtmg material The members, who have
~ promise of a successful season, opened on Saturday
with the usual members’ match. Bides wers chosen
h}' Mr. Carnelley and Mr. Raynor (captain and
. Yice-captain), an %B match ended in a win for
- Mr. Camelley's by 12 runs, after an exciting
' finish. the scores being 54 and 42.  After the match
the players, at the invitation of Mr. Caruelley, hadl
tea together at the Pack Horse Hotel. When the
aloth was oleared Mr. 8 Addy took the chair. and
at his request Mr, Carneliey (this year’s captain) had
the pleasure of Eeaanting Mr. T. Noble (last year's
captain), who has recently been married. with a
handsome copper kettle, .moum on & brass stand.
Mr. Noble snitably replied, nking the members
for their kind wishes and very handsome present,
alao for their support last eeason, and promised his
best efforts and services towards the club's success
in the coming season. The remainder of the even-
Ing waes gpent in a social manner, most of the mem-
bers contributing songs, eto




LEAGUES
APART

1898/1901 — LOCAL COMPETITION

During its 50-year-plus existence, the
Southowram St. Anne’s team played in a

number of different leagues. In the late 1890s
they had a stint in the Brighouse Cricket League.

- _—

BRIGHOUSE (,RICKE”‘ LEAGUE.

i e e LY

BESULTS UP TO DATE,

r
Primitive Methodist s 14
Bridge Eud Congregational 14
Hove Edge .. a4 o 14
Oliifton Britannia .. .o 18.
Park Church . i .
Pouthowram Bs Anne’'s .. 12
Parizh Church - s 14
Baatrick Chorch .. .. 18

—

-Leaque table from 10 September, 1898,
published by the Brighouse Gazette

In the early 1900s Southowram St. Anne’s tried

their hand in the Halifax-based Akroydon
League:




!-..'4"*—'311.'-
BDU'I'HOWRMI’ BT. ANNE'S C.C.

The |above olub have nwa.l'n joufad the Akroydon

and Digtrict gue, and are hoping for a sucoess-

Snaon. ar-eamwiu&mptnlnadbyur

. W.|Carter, with Mr. H. SButcliffe as vice-captain.
The fiktures nfﬁ ag follow:

Ebenever ... .. . o e ke < AN
Qvenden Unlbed vos o s TATAY
Pigughoroft ... .. vy s ... ROmMe
Elland Bouthgnm away
Bouth View ... ... .. .. .. .. away
Bquare ... .. . .. .. .. .... aw;y
megnte s wes osd wen  NOTRS

S IOBIBET ... wix i Sii ver e s BWRY

: We,t&eld ey RO ' 4
tley AJhion es ot ve ... home

d Bputhq'n Wi son es e DD
Northgate End ... .. .. ... Dway
Ovenden United .. .. ... ... home
27 Bouth View ... ... ... ... ... ... home

A l,ugho:oft. e Rl
fg’%qgn i vt .+ ... home
Wh,l BERRE. . i wes i nway

24 No r(%hguta End .. ... .. .. .. home
|31 Wheatley Alhjon R g
7 Wentfield. . T R 7

In April 1901 the Briqhouse Echo looks ahead
to Southowram’s new Akroydon Leaque
season




A DRY SEASON?

1899 - SIGNING THE PLEDGE

LA AT EEA LT

BAND oF 1 10py,

Ehl'- s Lo H:L’I.'Iﬁjlﬂhﬂ ':| T 4 ,--..rf'-/.z.l--"f-.-
i MEMBER of II.|~.'|L~|1-A icty hawing sidned the :..!1:..|n-|‘=_$
JoP LE D 6 BN,
Filr ity aurewy the fovd hujping melfo abatadn fom o)
ST CATING (r.?r-l.-'.'.i‘.f_ o S T it efacoy rayie b wae o
tham by atkers

-+
Traraloes At }"f/{’ fﬂdf{
Fforeiary, g ._#‘ﬁ_;.-,f;:{_{. r.'J/':"{ _-f/.",: a3

Date Anssieorsserd ?r./.?r P

From 1896, an example of the famous ‘pledge’
sighed by members of he Band of Hope

In 1899 a St. Anne’s team is sometimes, though
not always, referred to as Southowram St.
Anne’s Band of Hope. This suggests the church
and team had come under the sway of the most
influential temperance movement of the time.

Founded in Leeds in 1847, the Band of Hope
was, by the end of the century, patronised by
Queen Victoria and millions of people ‘signed
the pledge’ that they would forswear alcohol. Did
this mean a ‘dry’ season for the team?




SAINTS GO
MARCHING ON

1900 — FIXTURE LIST

HUVE PN A s ANMPR {4

The thetnbers ol 81 Anneos Orichet COlub, Houthe
e rad . v cdamimienced theit Dol sespon,  ad wn
Livdgrite oven géeoaler pucooss Ghiare el o thely oo
Livsk  yeud Phe cluly ovagain n einberadidp with
Phaes A loeeqalion aoiml eyt baspnio,. 4 whielh  Gluoy
pain meee el Vo Woarrlea M1 balyay s Fsied s s "!‘w..,
Pesigige st ledies oid ones ordinoary minie bave ol
ey T eeene pdoyml Fhie U Maitnds hioving el with

] R R ol SRR TR L E I Aa3 T A U MG rE hiwe rhinrire

el thea fiest eleven, My F W Curtar Lol g vicoeuiye
Lk M b HudelMe s Lho secrotory, nmd My H
Eiemaadiwoibr  Vreasnilrer Phie pluvers bideand putidng

il rxvey v el Do e ipe Thee snoemlads Chiy sonkion
0o Bist ol hixtures s ons Lodlesws

;I' Arral M B hesriere LWy
LS R o Baowe Alamin s Vieternin ALY

l Haolywoll Grooi Can, Yid nwny

e Hooth Viiew RW Y

v Whiestbeoy A v IR '-

T Wenthiold b

S thvendony Uit bicarnne

b5 by Manint VieLorin becibnan

S Madywell Clovseay Clon. Yad B

HE Folsesriiopesr bioainin
et Ve i

Vo E¥veaidesr Vhaikex] IVW LY
A Woeathasld BWAY
Y NG wa ] ey HW!L;.‘
Huley 30l 2ol uw.-.'u.':r

* Uhrdanne y wadels.

From the Brighouse Echo, 27 April 1900. The
team’s nickname is ‘The Saints’. It is a puzzle
why the report claims that this is only the
team’s fifth season




WARS OF
RELIGION

1907/15 — THE CHURCH LEAGUE

Between 1907 and 1915 there was a Halifax and
District Church League for teams connected with
Anglican churches in the area.

Southowram St. Anne’s took part in this
competition, winning it in 1914. A team from the
now-demolished St. Michael’'s at Bank Top also
played in the Church League.

. T -...--.-,.--——-.-

rBT’ MIGHAELS STrA

‘Seores ;~8E. Michaol's Bakb __

; ves 46,8y Halh Jr ,vd 17 G

o & By & # ’.I'umer 1 D i::th u M eutwall t},1

na'a_ ‘ont 3, Bl B ATgreaves: 0 6xtraa’ B8 & -, Et,
Auuem.r‘naigna;ieﬁ,amdyma,: W c pr 2, G

HALIFAX AND mer CHURCH L'Et"_;GUE*

Btewart 1, Frod Nob R/ Farrar 0,0A° B, Goddyear 4,
"i%hit-eglﬁr[ i 1 gh&m Tiot: gut 1% W Dobeon :0; M.
a’lmes ~OXTIA8 6.1 %} 1265~ Bowling: angiys& 8t
K g Cartery 13 OVers, & mnideus A3)rans, 2
gk M ﬁ.ﬁaﬂm é&%ﬁ‘iﬁ? eﬁ?a ey oo
P g Tl Lo pi s/t
'.S'G.!,r.hnnas ]f , nu_; yd‘ ,4.5.5’.3-_, l.gy. G150

From the Hallfax Evenlnq Courler 23 Mav 1910
—alocal derby played at West Lane between
two Southowram church teams,

St. Michael’s and St. Anne’s




END IS NIGH

1920s — LOCAL COMBAT

Southowram St. Anne’s had several spells in the
Halifax Amateur Cricket League - the last being
from 1916-20 - and also played in the Halifax
and District Cricket League up to 1922, when
the Club was a founder member of the Halifax
and District Amateur Association, created in

1923 as an amalgam of the Amateur and District
Leagues.

The ‘Saints’ played on until 1929, latterly sharing
a ground with the village’s Methodist team until a

lack of support caused the St. Anne’s club to
fold after some 50 years. |
From the Halifax

'@’ﬂ‘ﬂwnﬁ”ﬁl‘:‘bﬁﬂ‘m“ Evening Courier, 7

AL WL D P September 1920, the

v ' final tables of the

Halifax and District
Amateur Leaque. The St.
Anne’s ‘A’ team has
finished a creditable
fourth and, strangely, its
‘B’ team is also in the
division for 1°' Xls,
although coming in last.
Another Southowram
team, St. Michael’s, is
runner-up in the division
for 2" XIs and yet has
no representative in the
15! XI leaque
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THE METHODIST
CONNECTION

1920s — ENTER THE WESLEYANS

By the end of the 1920s Southowram St. Anne’s
had gone into terminal decline.

But the village’s Methodist cricket team would
stay in business until the eve of World War Two.

John Wesley — founder of Methodism

Having earlier played in the Halifax and District
Nonconformist League, the team usually known
as Southowram U.M.C. (United Methodist
Church), moved into the Association in 1925.
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From the Halifax Daily Courier
4 September 1929. Southowram St. Anne’s,
In their last season, are rooted to the foot of
the Second Division of the Association.
Southowram United Methodists, who would
play on for ten years, are third in Division 3
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FINAL INNINGS
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During the 1930s the United Methodists team
was sometimes referred to solely as
‘Southowram’ in match reports such as this one
from 26 April 1930.

The Wesleyans now carried the honour of the
whole village!




WAR CLOUDS

1939 — CLOUDS OF CONFLICT

THIRD DIVISION.
F..W.
«» 18 10

S 18
15

|
.PLa.
23
19
]
18
18

aiern

ealay .

Whittakers (K'g'n) 15
Basumont Bros. .. 16
fMITHS RETURN TO FORAL

Agninat Wesley, BMITHS returned
Lo winning veln with an easy viclory

18+
13
0

e e b e 22

by seven wickels, Wesley mads &
decent A start. ond 17 runs. owere | 4

bafore the second wicket fell
A irob d4t in, however, and thlo whole | ¢
dde werl; dismissed for 34 Tuns, f]'? 1
o :

by talned doubla NAgures,
?D%Eﬁ'm I.a.q_-ln';1 the highest contributor
W

nine. For Smiths, H. Stocks took |

folr wickels for 18 Tu and C. Lister
thres for sov:n. Smuths commenced In
hurrleand .nshion wnd  eleven  runs
worg séored In lhe first over. Some
grimt bowllng by I Theomson mulelensd
matters considernbly, and the home
topm . evoniunlly lost three wickels
Ly pasaling thelr gqumuL.u' tolal
Wi veney gove nn atireclive disploy
dn hmplling 17T {not out). Thanpson

hnd the “mejd figures of ree |

wickita for lour runs ;
. DYERS ecntertained St. Thomns's at
H.?!.\mrﬂunc 1 ar. latéresting en-
comnter which resfited In the lalter

ning Ly o MAT
E}ﬂn 'Eup-c':lflir-.g palr, H. Hildy (13} ond
L] akroyd (T commenged "well. After
Hildy's diemissal, H. Kietch ond W.
Flather :‘r.omd 26 add I8, respectively,

The followed o rot apd the remaln- |,

] wickets feli cheaply for, five
Efguf??r.— D'_'.rc:u. un‘::.lr nine men batted
d L.Eo
the Bpints, A Newi
for 1%
Smart work In the field was mainly

took four wickets

reaporieible for most of _the Salnta’|’

| |wlckels, no fewer than flve players
[ belng maught. fir

{7, Wallds 128y and C. Beed (13) Wwere
kthe only two to reach double figures.
Dryers {'ot¥u vas passgd: with.
wickets in‘hand. . 1 .

i K _, |

'TH DIVISION,
., W.

E
babacacar

e 103 £ 8 B Bt

s
'

L] »
& r "
at A

af two wickets |

e total realised 66.,Bowling for |

th. two |

From the Halifax Daily
Courier and Guardian, 12
August 1939

Southowram Methodists are rooted
to the foot of the Fourth Division of
the Halifax Amateur League. Three
weeks later, war would be declared.
Cricket would be much scaled
down for the duration.

When the Halifax and District
Amateur League resumed in
August 1945 it would be down to
just two sections, with no
Southowram team in either of them.

In the Third Division table seen
here, a team named Dyers is in fifth
place and the report refers to the
fact that they played at Pinnar
Lane, the Southowram ground.

This team was in existence
between 1934 and 1953, formed by
the Dyers Club on St James’s
Street in the heart of Halifax. In
addition to Pinnar Lane it also
played games at Roils Head.




