ALBERT’S ‘TEN-FOR’
WERE CLUB-MATES

Peter Davies of Huddersfield University has spent much of
the past three years researching cricket clubs in the
Calderdale and Kirklees area and co-authoring the three vol-
ume book ‘180 Not Out', including a fascinating selection of
memorabilia and history from all the upper Calder Valley
Clubs. In the latest in an occasional series he turns his eye

OLD Town CC was lormed as for back as
1885, although they temporarily dishand-
ed berween 1891 and 1894,

Originally, they played their home
gumes at Middle Nook Farm on the far
eastern fringes of the village. In time, the
farm became the site of & house called
“Sralheim™, now known as “Burnside".

In the carly days, Old Town clevens
competed in the Calder Valley League and
the Hebden Bridge League, and in 1894
five members of the local Gregnwood fm-
ily murmed our for the first team.

But times were hard in 1906, In anoth-
er maich Old Town came up against local
rivals Cragg Vale. After travelling to the
game in 8 specially-hired wagonette, the
Old Towr Brit cleven was akittled out for a
palury total of 111

In 1895, the club moved 1o Old Laithe,
in the Chiserley areca.

on Old Town Cricket Club

01d Town, playing in the second division
of the Hebden Bridge League, were the
visitors when Bircheliffe played their first
m;?::h at Mell Carr on Saturday, Apal 11
1894,

“It was altogether too cold for the game,
and at that altitude the breeze was some-
thing shocking...under the droumstances,
the match hardly lends itsell w critcism,”
commented the Hebden Bridge Times.

During the Second W War, "0id

As you ware, a team shot from the 1930s

Laithe was requisitioned by the Natonal
Fire Service - with compensation duly
paid to the club.

In 1956 Old Town Cricket Club intro-
duced o Ladies membership category, The
subscription rate was 2/« 6d and in the first
year 28 Lady members joined adding £3
10/~ ro club funds.

Ground improvements were essential o
the survival of cricket clubs throughout
the Calder Valley in the 1950s. The most
ambitious venture was st Old Town,

In 1957 the club relocated o Boston
Hill. The Hebden Bridge Times and
Gazetie smted: “The (Boston Hill)
ground, in an ideal setting and surround-
ed by trees, s in marked contrast 1o the
bleak exposed field at Old Laithe, which
has the unenvinbie distinetion of being one
of the highest cricket grounds in
Yorkshire® '

Boston Hill was chrinened on 27 Apnil
1957, with Old Town second eleven taking
on Stones secand eleven.

The new ground not only hosted crick-
et but also the Whit Monday Gala - & big
local evenr - and various functions and
dinner dunces, many of which were
fundraisers for OTCC.

. = | -"5!‘-‘.'. o

Old Town's first sesson at Boston Hill
{1957} was alsa the last season of the
Hebden Bridge League. 1

Ar Old Town's Annual General Meeting
on January 6, 1958, President Raymond
Ashworth revenled thar the club had made
firm its application to join the Halifax
Cricket Associotion,

0Old Town played only one semson in the
Halifax Association, 19358, winning the
third division.In that sesson, Albert
Harding achieved the rare [cat of taking all

Fifties chic, the Boston Hill pavillon in 1957 on the day it opened

it gh

10 wickets in an innings - and they were all
Old Town batsmen!

“‘The frse and second teams were in the
same !-;aiu: and Albert's performance
came in the match between the two, The
first eleven were all out for 132 and Albent
took 10 for 43 as the scconds were dis-
missed for 73.

Today, the club runs three senior teams
in the Halifax League and two junfor sides.
Mytholmroyd Methodists and Booth are
the traditional local rivals.
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THERE is no-place called Bridgeholme, so how
Bridgeholme Cricket Club nequire its nome?

The club originated directly from local indusiry
F The cricket teams from J.]. Tatham Led., Nanholme

&

Mills, and Moss Brothers, B Mills joined
forces to form one club in 1950,

The name ‘Bridgeholme’ was invented by combin-
‘Manholme' and ‘Bridgerovd’. These owo mills
exist today, although Nanholme is now re-named
Springhelme and is owned by Pickwell-Amold.

o ground during it first sesson in
in the Todmorden and District
all

aru
Hmm Bridge-Todmorden road had been under-
way since the summer of 1951, Drainage, levelling
and the laying of the square had been the priorities,

By cricket historian Peter Davies

In January 1954 an application to enter the Halifax
Parish Cup was rej , in part because the ground
was  deemed ‘unfit', yer five months later
Bridgeholme were selected to host the
Bodge ¢'s knockout final between Heptonstall
s“t::t.':nd h:m the club admined o th

Further 18 SAW admited w the
Parish Cup and Halifax League for 1956.

Bridge-

holme played their first maich in the Halifax

League at Blackley on Saturday 21 April 1956, losing
43 runs.

e first significant blip on the Bridgeholme radar

Hebden Bridge Cricket League Wihners

Club was forged from industry: Now Bridgeholme
takes its proud place at the heart of town’s leisure

[

came in 1959, Bridgeholme’s form inexplicably fiell
away. In Ernest Travis, who hit 508 runs at an aver-
age of 36, the club possessed one of the league's
finest batsmen, but a fourth-from-bomom did
not augur well, Relegation followed in 1960,

For most of the next four decades, Brodgeholme
played in the Halifax Amatenr Cricket Association.

But the resignation of Barkisland from the Halifax
League in 2000 left a vacancy.

Bn;is:huhn: applied and were willingly re-admit-
ted. All the omens seemed right. Bridgeholme ful-
filled all the criterin of playing on their own ground,

mp}nd pitch and running two tegms.

Bri olme do not have an official nicknome but
they are often referred to as “Todmorden’s Cinderella
Club’, with Todmorden and Walsden long-term dom-
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inant cricket forces in the town.

D e o e e
working stalwarts in (i3 e an
Swmton House one of the most atractive and well
appointed cricker grounds in nle.

It is also a busy social centre too, with strong links
with the recently formed Eastwood Residents'
Association.

Another dedicated player and member of the club,
Peter Brennend, is also one of the former winners of
the Todmorden News Ron Wild Trophy for services j
to aport.

e future looks very bright.

® With grateful thanks to Brian Heywood for his
research on Brdgeholme CC,
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A sport that's
at the heart
of community

Success on field and off at Mytholmroyd Cricket Club

Usdveruity hay speest much of the lusx thros year dacovering more about
local crickes cluba in the Caldardale snd Kirkless srea.

utie in
the Calder Valley
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Walsden CC: Established 1870, and still
doing the village proud in 215t Century

LIKE many cricket clubs,
Walsden have not had a
continuous existence since
their first formation in the
19th century.

The curreat club, which has
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By cricket historian Peter
Davies

earlier incarnations in the 1850s and
mround 1882,
These were al White Slack mind at

bers enrolled mt thar time and the
Eround in 8 li-a-slde
match an 13 | 1870,

A festure of cricket as popular

eveni of 1§71, "Xl Gentlemen of

The first ladles cricket match In
wan played at Walsden on
June 6, 1593, st & t when women

since 1896, Bot often since then there
has been n chullenge maich between
the twa and, until the last decmde,
these harve boen very competitive.

Whalsdens major fundraising [

The I*ﬂid-mﬂpllndluiumphmdmﬂuﬂmwﬂdn{mmﬁ*

Rivalry was never more feroo than
when the clubs were both In ihe
Central Lancashire League between
1593 and 159, After a Todmorden vic-
tary in 1594, one Walsden supporter
was maved (o verser

“May up, Walsden, boed not defeat;

Think not that Todmorden cannot
hhﬂmdﬁ“mmw
you meet; And bring you joy - entire,

complete.”
Locul cricker elubs Ned thelr
welght during the Firsa Wir.
Walsden

Fe War Rellef Fund n 1913,
fumdds for the Relief Fund in 1914,
and In = of the Centre Vale
Miltitary Hosplial In 1915 and 1914,
the laner match realising the consld-

Ing. In the sume the pavil-

n, tea room and ling green
pavillon were Insured agalns damage
by alr rald.

The club staged s own functions,
including whist drives ond dances,
and in 1939 o ‘gramophone concert”
winks. hald,

Argushly the most dominant per-

sanality in Walsden's history s Frank
Scutt, the local signalman.

“That the secreinry write [to] the
mhr!mrr!-mim

In 1954 the Walsden 102 X1, I-pt:d
West Indlan sub-pro Everton
clalmed their

‘A double of sorts’ was the
Todmorden News and
understated on Walsden's tri-

hant seasan aff 1962, Tha cub won

W I'Il'l‘llﬁ:;'l mﬁ:h i
present son, grandson,
and great-grandson have all cap-
talned the st XI while his two grest

‘I'hchnndmhmhwm
the name of the road nlongsde the
ground - Scoit Hireet = and the name
ol one u[lh:ﬂ#uh}ln:hql";hiﬂ:

t}urht the Second World War, the
Home Guard, ARI* and Adr Trakoiog
Corps all played games on the
Walsden ground and the club provid-
od @ "Don Bradman bat” to be raffled
as part of the “Todmorden Wings for
Victory Week".

A minute for 25 March 1946 sistes:

the Wood Cup and became champl-
Gl the first thse, sharing the
o 13

with Stockport after a dramatic fnal
“Em the decades, Walsden's women
members have made a8 massive con-
tribution to the cub's wellbeing,
Likewise the club™ overseas
wlomals, incl Anstralinn
Chappell and wtanl  Mohsin
Ehan. Walsden have nlso entered the
rweniy-Me century with an excellont
website:

www, walsdencandbe, fenet co.uk,

®With grateful thanks o Hrian
Heywaad for his research on Walsden
{4 4




