History of Calderdale & Kirklees

HEBDEN BRIDGE CC

The Early Years

A town, a league

and a team
ORIGINS

Hebden Bridge & District Cricket League, formed in
1895, was disbanded on 1 January 1958. The fact that
the town could support its own league structure in the
first half of the last century shows just how many clubs
and teams operated in the area once upon a time.

Hebden Bridge CC - or Hebden Bridge Salem
(Methodist) CC as it used to be known on account of its
strong local church connections - was founded almost

100 years ago.
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Tod Controversy!
1853 —LOCAL DERBY FURORE

Decades before, in 1853, a ‘XIV’ representing Hebden

Bridge took part in two matches against local rivals
Todmorden.
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The letter printed on the left implies there was some
kind of dispute about the ‘match rules’, with the
Todmorden-supporting letter-writer stating: ‘It is a little
annoying that Todmorden should have been beaten
by a juvenile club like Hebden Bridge.’

In 1888 Hebden Bridge played another local team,
Walsden, and a riot broke out!
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Clowning Around

1885 — SPECIAL FIXTURE

—

CLARENCES CLOWN CHI KETRLS
V.
HEBDEN BRIDOE

Oa Haturdsy last the = Top Hat” Clown
Cricketors, under the supariotendoncs of My,
Clarance, of Loods, pald thelr recond visit to
Hebden Bridire, when the woather was boau
tifully tlee. The manner ln which the clownas,
by thelr motry antlce, samurod the spootators
lust yoar ro-ulted in the gethoring togother
of a lalrly large sssombly oo Baturday, not-
withetanding thal there were other attrso.
ticos whish had commanded the attention of
the publle. Hhortly aftor ome o'olock the
olowns, attired ia groterque costumes, and
adorbod In oot - meagre varlot of gay
ooloure, wore promonaded t.hruqu{thu town
la a ''thoatrlcal ” ocoaveysnce, and caused
IE-}I::I': morrimect by thelr jocular remarks,

This extraordinary event was featured in the Halifax
Courier in 1885. The first paragraph of the report gave
the following fascinating description of events.

On Saturday last the “Top Hat” Clown Cricketers
under the superintendence of Mr. Clarence of Leeds,
paid their second visit to Hebden Bridge.... The
manner in which the clowns, by their merry antics,
amused the spectators last year resulted in the
gathering together of a fairly large crowd on
Saturday....Shortly after one ‘o’ clock the Clowns,
attired in grotesque costumes, and adorned in not a
meager variety of gay colours, were promenaded
through the town in a “theatrical” conveyance and
caused much merriment with their jocular remarks.
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Halifax in the Cup!

1888 — KNOCKOUT ENCOUNTER

o] Cricket. ITALIVAX
= s i A Hind, v Cottan : }2
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