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series of articles has been written by Dr PETER DAVIES, project leader of the Cricketing Heritage of
Calderdale and Kirklees, which has been running over the last two years.
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THE first ericket club s
appear in Rirstall wan Birstall
Alber Cricket Clob, named
afier the Prinoe Consart. They
played alx matches & year,
ingloding Feast matched
against Holmfrih

Apparantly, the feam
played Bonr the Black Bull in
Kirkgate ns sarly an 1654
Thare is & cortain amount of
debate &5 (o whelher this is a
direct ancestor of the current
chuh

This club had a small mem
bership of arcund 30 people,
snd these saw [t (o change
thetr name in |86 1o Birsall

Vietoria - in hopour of the
Qrueen

In 1860 Birsi=ll
Victoria moved

from mnear the
Hisck Bull o a siie
behind the Nation-

al Bchools |In
Beotn’s Flekl
The Leam

remained here for
10 years (occailan-

ally competing
under the name
Birsiall Cricket

Club) unill notice
was served for a
housing develop-
=14 H]d

GROUND

Therefors, a
groind move had
ta take place yet
agahs, Eventually,
the club seitled at
Iis current loenthon
around 1870

In 1883 Rirstall
Yicioris embarked
on A briefl merger
with Birstall
Py Clak

Howaver, ithis
was short-1ived and
tha ssparation of
the two eatablish
mants I 1085 slg
palled the afTicial
birth of the cricket
club s an mntity

This development also her
abided the arrival of the cluh™s
first Heavy Woollen Cup vio
tory in the same year, againet
rivils Devwabniry and Savile in
bty Minal

Thia toam retained the tro
phy the lallowlng year, beat
ing Dewsbury and Savile
Rgaln

Plans lior & grandsiand were
passed o April 1887 and
around 5000 peaple wWers
reporied as attending that
Fear's Heavy Wodlles Cap
semi-final agninst Dewshury
and Bavile

PLOUGHED

Money was plotghed into
ground [mprevvamenis and n
1093 the pitch was beveled oot
using phi waate,

This investment seemed 1o
have & knock-on effect on the
field of play - one of the ren-
safns (possibly) why the cliab
was sble fo claim ths Heavy
Weaallen Cup ln 1882

However, as the leam
wilked hame through Ratley,
wome disgruntled opposition
supporisrs palied the (sam
and the accompanying
Hirstall Band with grass sods

This diin®t dampon the oal

From Albe
to Victoria

rt

and peyon

Locking bock mare than 120 years fo the 1885 side that

ebrations, which lasied for o
full week ., as one local his
tortan states: "The cup was
hardly vver efipty of aloobnl, ™

The club initially bought
the Lesds Road groand in
L E

However, probloms with
martgags paymests led to an
appeal from the club to poten-
tin] benafmctor

A key local persopallty, Dr
Forsyth, reaponded to the
plea.
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Birniall beat Hopton Mills
in {he 1900 Heavwy Woollen
Cup Anal, and & greal recep
tion was reserved for the suc
eesalil Birstall players,

Tha Dewabury Reporier
doscribed the journey bome

“The winning tsmm. who jour-
poved o Dirstall by wag-
whette, displaying the cup en
route, were mel at the
Emithim by Birstall Old finnd,
and greal crowds of people
gathernd tn welcome the play-
sr, The wagnhelts journsyed
up Station Hoad, foflowed by
tha erowd, and (hen on Low
Lans, whers There wad & man
mbier azsembdy *

MARGIN

The report detalls bow a
charity fendraistng gamn ook
place after the opening cers-
ey, etweeti Birstall and &
team capinined by loeal coun-
ellksr and manulscturer (and
culncldentally, captatn of fat-
ey O Mr F W H Auty. Victo
ry, and by no
small margin,
s 10 Bilrstall

In 1932 Tharn
il were delnal
ed in the final of
the Heavy
Woaller Cup
Club skipper on
this occasion
was J E Thur
el

Thfee Years
Lnter, in 1935, the
Birstall ¥ Ousett
Heavy Woallen
Cup saml-final
staried on the
Saturday and
continued on the
Wadnesday and
Thuraday
evenings wilhoul
coinpletion.

Omnett Lalled to
turn up on the
Friday evening,

elaiming AN
agresment o
conting® an
Monday had

been mpde. Birstall refused to
continue tha match on the
Monday, claiming Ousettl had
failed to complete the mateh
on the Friilay,

The match was awarded to
Oasatt!

Aler thils diepute, the club
left b Henvy 'Woollen Longiss
and spetit the 1098 seasan bh
the Leeds Leagus bafore re
jelning the Heavy Woallen
Lesgue fur the 1557 season

The hardships of wartime
are evident in the informal
matirn of & coniract i ongnge
W H Newell st pro in 1525 His
fiee waa E0'- a maich.

It was written on the back
of an involos for & 12 volt alx
wait SCC bulb from Goorge
Box Lad!

In 1047 a letter waa writion
1o thank the Ladies Commit
tos for a gift of £50 - which
they had dopated (o the club
after n atint of fundralsing

Hirstall - Cricket Clulb
claimed a remarkable treble
in 1864: scooping tha Cantral
Yorkihire Laague, the Heavy
Woollen Cup and the Wheat
by Cup

NEW BAR

Afler sama dUTieull years
{m the mid-1060s, the cldb
staried o plans for (he Nature
A nrw har was openied in 10
The clubhouse extension was
then officially apened by
Brian Sellers, the lormeér
Yorkshire captain, in (he fol-
lowing year and the bar was
extonded in 1074

And In recent decades
Biratall have claimod thair
falr share of Central York
ahirn League silverware.

Thiey also possedd one al 1he
best-apprinted grounds in the
[ 13N

® Dy Davies and Rob Light
have written three books
about the history of local
erickot and the siries is called
1% Nai Out, They are part of
ths £50,060 Cricket Herltage
Pruject sponsored by the Har
Itage Lottery Fund. Coples ar
avallable lram Dewsbiry
Books st Crackensdge Lane,
Dwabary. The books are fuib-
lished by Sigma Press. Call
(484 4T for more Infirma
L



