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BIRSTALL CRICKET TEAM 1815

Bistory of Wirstall

A SHORT HISTORY
by GERRY GAUNT

The origins of tha Club go _I:T;;:-mnh furthar than & hundred years so why are we cale-
brating a Centonary? It was in 1883 that the Club actually became called Birstall Crickat
{and Football} Club, the resuly of ap’amaigamation batween Birstall Victoria Cricket Club
and the old Birstall Football t

in 1856 there was a cricket club occupying a field near the Black Bull in Kirkgats. It was
eallod Birstall Albert in honour of the Princa Consort and it was rather consarvative, mem-
barship baing restricted to thirty. Only about six matches a year wera played, the most
popular being thosa against Holmfirth played on respectiva Faast Days.

About 1860 the club moved to a field behind Trinity Terrace which belonged to Rectory
Farm and started to gain importance in local sporting circles. Membership was allowed to
incraase and an agitation arose for a change of name. From this time the club became
known as Birstall Victoria or, more commonly, as t'Vie. In 1870 the club was given notice
1o guit the ground behind the National Schocls and moved to its present ground In Leads
Road. It continued as t'Vic till 1883 when tha aforementioned amalgamation took place.
A further amalgamation with another prominent Birstall cricket team, Birstall Young England
also took place at a later date. The Birstall Cricket Club played its first match on Saturday,
26th May, 1883 against Morley C.C. at Morley and, happily. Birswull wen.

All ericket clubs have their share of “ups and downs”" and Birstall has been no exception.
As a former captain, Councillor F. W. H. Auty once said in 1815 “"Wa'va had more downs
than ups'’, However, at this time of celebration, let us concentrata on the “ups™.

From the very beginning Birstall C.C. was successful. Thera was no league compatition
a hundred years ago. in fact, such a compatition was frowned on for a very long tima by
tha "gentlemen’ of cricket. Coincidentlly howevar, tha Heavy Woollen Cup Competition
was inaugurated in 1883. Cup "sudden death”™ competitions by their very nature can
g:ndu::ﬂ axciting games and Birstall has had success in this competition during its long

story.

The cup was first won in 1885 when Birstall beat Dewsbury & Savila at Savile Town.
Dewsbury batting first scored a very respectable toral of 242 but Birswall recognised as
*ane of the most powerful teams In Yorkshire, replied with 243 for B. Willie Jubb scored
90, Johnnie Lister 42 and Oliver Wilson took 7 for 85 with his “trundlers™, This Qliver
Wilson became a legend in his own time, Oliver was a local man with a tobacconist shop
O & S. Wilson in Commercial Street, Batley as older people may recall. He first playad for
Birstall St. Saviours. In the Yorkshira Cricket Guide for 1897 it is recorded that in ten
years at Birstall C.C. ha took 1,008 wickets for an average of less than 8 runs each. This
at a time when batsmen could bat as long and as slowly as they wishad, Throughout his
career Oliver suffered badly fram the rheumatism which made him unable o play in tha
cup-tles of 1884. Lord Hawke once invited him to play for his tsam but Olivar declined
and this probably cost him a place in tha Yorkshire team.

In 1888 Birstall played Batley In the Cup Final and scorad a very modest 112 all out.
Batlay however, only managed 102 in reply with Oliver Wilson taking 6 for 43. During
1885 & 1888 Oliver took 241 wickets at a cost of 6.7 runs per wicket. During this very
successful period Birstall included such axcellent players as Willle Jubb, over 1,000 runs
in a season when boundaries counted only 3. including a score over 200 not out against
Spen Victaria in a single Saturday afternoon. He was also an excellent bowler, fieldar and
catcher according to contemporary reports. Another such player was Jack Milnes who
once scored 182 against Ossent (the H.W. Cup holders) in 1885,

An interesting story s an account of 5 game batween Birstall and a minor team, Dews-
bury Moor, in an earlier round of the H.W. Cup in 1886, Birstall were so confident thay
allowad Willle Jubb to go on holiday to Blackpool. In order o prolang the match so that
a profit could be mads on refrashmants Birstall were sncouraged 1o throw away a few
chances and in so doing allowed Dewsbury Moor to score 208. Birstall, however, wers
still confident but when stumps ware drawn that svening thay had slumped to 35 for 5.
A telegram was dispatchad to Willie Jubb but he dismissad it as a hoax until ha read tha
‘Maws Chronicle’ on Sunday. On Monday ha caught the first train home and was in the
pavilion to coach Walter Fearnley and Herbart Avayard before thay went out to bat. All to
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History of Birstall Cricket Club—continued.

il, Birstall slumped further to 50 for 7. Following a rain shower a few catches wers
E?.,;;:L ”::g'wh.n Ackroyd was out for 87 only 12 was requirad with Jack Milnes 56 not
out. Sam Bedford, the veteran wicket keepar, was advised by Milnes to keap the ball out

af his wicket and leave it to him. Whereupon Sam hit the next three ballz clean out of tha

ground 1o win tho match

On another occasion. sgainst Holmfirth, Sam approached captain Fred Crowther. “"Frad",
ha said, "it's Birstall Feast today, i'm tited of Willle Jubb and Whitahead Ineson getting
all tha talent monay, | shall want summat to spend tonaat, so | want tha' to send ma in
first so | can score fifty'.—Fred obliged and Sam duly scored 54

Birstail resched the H.W. Cup Final again in 1892 and were successiul against Batley.
Girsiall scored 171 and Batley only managed 144 in reply.

in 1803 the new skating rink was opened on Bradford Road, Batley, the Empira Theatra
in Dewsbury also cpened and Birswsil C.C. won the cup again. During this compatition it
was reported that “girstall’s fialding was excellent, their raputation baing fully maintainad”’
in the first round thay beat Rastrick who scored 105, Birstall replying with 108 for 5.
Mirfisld succumbed in tha second round. Birstall scored 249 (H. Aussell 85, H. Adamson
&0 not out) and than bowled out Mirfiald for 114 {H. Etherington 5 for 33, R. Hutchinson
& for 59), Hartshead Moor were daieated next with Birstall only scaring 99 but dismissad
Harishead for 49 (H. Etherington 8 for 23, A. Hutchinsen 4 for 22]. Tha sami-final against
Chickenley was very exciting, Birstall only winning by 9 runs. Birstall scored 157 (H.
Russell 57, J. Farrar 44} and Chickanlay 142 (R. Hutchinson 8 for 289, H. Etherington
3 for 53}, By contrast tha Final was a triumph, Birsmall beating Hopton Mills by ten wits.
In thair meagre scare of 76 Hopton had only one boundary (Hutchinson & for 32, Ethering-
ton 4 for 38) bowling throughaut unchanged. Birswll’s raply of 77 without loss was dus
to H. Russell & Joe Auty. The team journayed back to Birsmall by waggonatta being meat at
the Smithies by Birstall Old Band. Thara was a triumphal procession around the village
with speeches outside +he home of the Prasident. Or. Dick followed by an evening of
calebration at 5t. James Hall (the Conservative Club] with the band playing for dancing

ang 3 few songs from Master Cliford Bailey™.

The next successful cup run was in 19156 during which Heckmondwike wears dafeated
by 1 run. Birstall, batting first, scored 156 (Jim Farrer 80, Jom Smith 50) and Heckmond-
wike replied with 155, Oliver Glover taking B wickats.Morioy wers beaten In the sami-final:
Morley 118 (0. Glover 7 wickets] and Birstall 122 for 7. In the Final which was rain
interrupted, Birstall batted first and scored a respactable 201 (Jim Farrer 44, loe Smith
42). When Ossalt replied it was again Oliver Glover who did the damage with 6 for 8B,
bowling Osseit out for 148. On being presentad with the cup. the Birstall captain F. W. H.
Auty said [t was a great surprise to him how Birstall had got inta the final. “1f anyone had
said at the baginning of the season that they would ba in that pesition today he would have
baan called an idiotl” Thesa wera the days when it was Important to be modest in victory.

A relativaly guiet period seems 1o have followed out on Aprll 23rd, 1921 the new Pavilion
was opaned, Tha existing clubhouta is built on to thie pavilion today replacing the tiers
af saating which were in frant,

1832 was a vary wet season, wa ars told, but Birstall's star was in tha ascendant again,
League cricket had by now been introduced and Birstall wera giants In the old West Riding
Laague which praceded the Yorkshira Council, In a leagus match against Dewsbury G. F.
(Bart) Hazall scored 2B and followed this with 73 against Batley. He was anly slightly lass
successiul against Hackmondwike with 42. For Heckmondwlke two brothers opened the
innings, Arthur and Horace Brearley, Arthur. a frequent visitor to Birstall, is wall known
as our League President and Horace was the fathar of England Captain, Mike Brearley.

Blrstall's cup run that yoar started against Scholes who scored BB (J. Burke & W. Carris
§ wickots sach] with Birstall’s reply baing 87 for 4 [Vernie Wilson 41). Against Livarsedge
in tha next round, Burka & Carris had 3 wickets sach in bowling Llversedge out for 122,
Birstall got 123 for B. In the sami-final Birstall suspended after scoring 162 for 4. G. W.
Hirst, 8 stylish left-hander scored 89 and Bert Hazall 49. Captain Jimmy Thormand was
indisposed for this match, his place being taken by reserve Willle Goodall who returned
figures of 5 for 35 when Batley wara bowled out for 131, The Final was against Thornhill
and the week before reprasantatives of hoth sides wera intervieved by the local prass.
Birstall President, and player, G. W. Hirst said “Wae are very hopeful™. In reply a Thornhill
spokesman said "Wa are determined to win and confident”. Thornhill wera the favourites
and Birstall must have been more uncertain aftor loging to Batley by 8 wickets tha weak
before. Tha game was played at Heckmondwika in ideal weather before a crowd aof 3.000.

:. .
PBgE Six

BIRSTALL CRICKET TEAM 1923
Sarmi Finalisis at Dawsbury. Dewsbury 137 Birstall 111

History of Birstall Cricket Club—continued.

Birstall started well and suspended after scoring 150 for 6 (A. V. Wilsan 63]. Tharnhill's
reply was 151 for 9 suspended also, |t was normal practice for tha captain of the first team
to ask the sscond to continue batting but Jimmy Thormand mada a controversial decision
to bat again. Birstall reached 175 all out and the excilamsnt mounied as the Thornhill last
pair advanced cautiously, surviving four .b.w. appeals, to reach 171 for 9, A fifth Lbow.
apoeal was upheid and Birstall had won. Carrls had taken € for 85 and Basil Holton 3 for
47 Tha Thornhill supportars hotly dispured the final decision and umpire Lovatt of Liver-
sadge was kicked and had to receive treatment in the Birstall changing room.

Once again thera was a procession led by Birstall Old Band round the village first to the
Consarvative Club and than. just 1o ba fair, to the Libaral Club. In an after match speech
G. W. Hirst expressed a wish that they weuld not hava fo wait another saventeen years
pefore winning the cup again.

Twenty-two years later, in 1954, Biraall had their most successful team which not anly
won she cup but aiso the lsagus. Strangely it was Thornhill who wera baaten again in the
firar round Birstall were 150 for 6 suspended (Jack Bedford 47) and Tharnhill scored 99,
Huddersfisld 1.C.l. wers next and again Birstall were able to suspend after reaching 154
for & with Ronnie Thampson 41 not out. LC.1. wers bowied out for 102 (Herbert Hainsworth
7 for 39), In the semi-final Honging Heaton made 124 (Ernest Blakelay & for 58, Hainaworth
& for 41]. At one stage Birstall wers 25 for 4 but Ronnle Thampson 41 and W. B. [Brian]
Smith 37 not out gave us victory with 125 for 6. In 2 rain aflectad Final which lasted over
a week Ossett were bowled aut for 127 (Blakesley E for 43, Mark Womarsley 3 for 36).
Birstall struggled but sventually won, scoring 129 lor 8 (Jack Bedford 54, Harry Sugden
32). During this final Birstall played a lengue match zgainst Haeckmondwike. They had
been faltering in the league but they beat Heckmondwika 180 against 74, This and the
cup win brought a revival and Birstall beat Stajnciiffe in the penultimate match to take tha
League as well. Birsrall scored 194 for 8 {Jack Howden B3) and Staincliffe 125 {Hainswarth
5 for 34). Hainsworth also had 8 for 52 in the last match against Thornhill which Birstall
also won, Another trophy, the Wheatley Cup, was awardad 1o Birstall for being tha leading
C.Y.L team in the Yorkshire Council and Herbert Hainsworth with sesagon’s figures of 84
wickets for 658 runs was named player of tha year.
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In W there was a cricket club occupying a field near the Fﬁ Bull In Kirkgate.
This ¢l yas called '

MAlbert in honaur of the Prince Con
-being rustricted 1o

conservative, members

1 and it was rather
. They played only about six maiches a

year, most pop! of which were the games against Holmfirth played home and away on
the raspactiuu%

- Days.

About the club moved to another field behind
Wnnu as time passed, it gained a position of
sle=. Mambership was allowed to increase and an agitation aro

commonly &

ity Terace which belonged to
@ importance in local sporting

sa for a change ol name.
From this “W"hm twenty years the club became known as ME\HMI. more
1

Round abou

Schools and moved 1o 118 present ground |

April 1883 Birstall Football Club held its AGY
to elect officers “owing 1o negotiations with Birstall Victoria Cricket Club to

ot the White Bear and it wa

sthe club was given notice 10 quit the ground behind the National

Road: It was siill t'Vic but on Friday 27th
idad not
mate’,

The following Friday 4th May 1883 t'Vic held a G.M. at the Grayhound and a resolution

was passed in favour of amalgamati
in future, the Club should be called

For much of the above information leading up to the amalgamation | am indebted to
my long standing friend and sxpert on Birstall affairs, olm Clegg.
On Saturday 26th May, 1883 the naw Birstall C.%F. Club playad irs first match

against

C.C. at Morley and Birstall Won! Like all cricket clubs Birstall has had its

shars of 'Ups and downs (this was said by its captain in 1915, Councillor BaiW: Ho Auty,

adding more downs than upsl). and its share of controversy. Which was

| bast team !

Who ware the best players? | hava my own opinfon but first contfroversy,

Recont evenis in the C.Y.L. have made natlonal news and shocked many, but as long
ago as 1869 there were problems. On Tth August 1BE2 Birstall Victoria played at home
against Hackmondwike(l] Birstall won the toss and elected “to take the bat'', Wickets fall

srapldly and with the score at 14 for 8 there was a dispute over a run-out decision by the
_ Heckmondwike umplire, a Mr Bruce. Steward, the Victoria captain, to the “amazement of
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EARLY DAYS continued. ..

tha Heckmondwike players’ abruptly drew the stumps saying there should

Letters were writton 1o the local pross. Stoward
mondwike, who had a weakened leam dus to their

claimed that, en entering 1”! Huck-

best player Firth being at the Cwval and 1o

{he absence of their bowler Smithson, ware ovarheard o say that thoy had come propared
(o “draishi fight or winl’” They had chosen an umpire who “did not or would not undorstand
the gamel” W, H. Farrand one of Birstall’s bost bais, had besn given out L.B.W. from a laft
handed delivery by Rediearn which “pliched considerably wide ol the wicket” and than
Praston was given "'run out” by the umpire without any appeal [11) whilst standing in his
ground next to the bowler and umpire. In the ansuing argumenl spectators came onlo the

pitch, &0
avoid °
voe many for the likes of Heckmandwike.

gnded the game. since the umpire would not change his decision, 1o
nd fighting.”” He alsa suggesied that tha 16 runs already scored were far

A tart reply from thae Hackmandwike Secratary claimed that at 16 for 7 Birstall saw
defeat staring them in the face and “{or fear of losing thair boastiul reputation” called in

guestion the autharity of our umpire who was wo
Ironically the following week Birstall scored

li-kmown as a crickater for Soma years.

205 against Mathlay and in raply Muothl

scored 57 all out and 41 for 6 in their two innings and in mid-week against irstnl
scored 1568 whilst in reply Heath wera 98 all out and 59 for 6. On the otlfer hand Hock-
mondwike could only scors 45 all out against Holmfirth's 64.

A similar upset, this time betwosn Birstall
With Liversed
was knocked

ki

What of good teams nd good players?

Tha present team is obviously quite goged.wi
Wun’n to admire in the technigue of !
and. latterly, the all round talant of

gentlemen on and off the fiald.

tsred and Birstall 41 for & the acting captain,
a rising ball, Birstall walked off claiming 1
warded to Liversodge but thoy were told to

and Liversedge occurred Juna 1822,

rlie Turnor

he guality of the prasent laague.
i il and natural ability of
wv: good players all and
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EARLY DAYS continued...

Same would say that the tea
fine attacking batsman, and L5
with longer mamaories, would
players of tha quality ol i

My heros are of a d Grent ags,

personally such ware their axplolis. It is on record that batwoan
wara "one of the most powerful teams In Yarkshire.” Wa should
such players as ; Willie Jubb, Whitehead Inoson, Jack Milnes, Olivar Wilson,

Wiis botter with such asWMEBL 8
Inft arm guick bowler. Others
315, n batter with

yot | feal | know them

85 and 1888 Birstall C.C.

A A

lHur Fearm-

ey, Johnnia Lister, Willle Aatcliffe and Sam Badiord. During this periad Birstall ware almost
undeleated against the bast in tho Heavy Woollen, Bradford and Huddersiield Districts.
] busyin the.drd round

Thaoy wan the H. W. Cup in 1885,/6 and ware narrowly beaten b
in 1B87. In tha 1885 Final Dewsbury scored 242 with W

e 4

@
“ﬁ 76 and A. G. Day 49 but Birstall replied through
'\'

In 1886
batsman, Hg

A

powlar and {
182 ngainst Ossett who were the H.

aor scorad 208 but Birstall were still con

they beat local rivals Batley. In & team of srs Willle
{ d (W .a_season and once hit over 200 not out against Spen

n the 1886 cup, they wera so confident
t was sald that in order to pralong the match and make a profi
ra oncouraged to throw away a few chances

wars 35 for 5. A telegram was dispatchad
joax until ba read the Naws Chronicle on the
nel was in the pavilion to coach Waltar Foar

B

e 1
Jubb was an outstanding

‘and In a single Sat. Afternoon, Ha was alsa a fine

slder and catcher. In 1885 Jack Milnes almost repeatad the (aat with

W. Cup Holders. Drawn against Daws. Moor a minor
of winning that thoy lat  on |

which thay certainly did. As a rasult Dews.
 When stumps wora drawn howaver Birstall
to Willie in Blackpool but he thought is was a
Sunday. He caught the 15t train homs an Mon.
nley and Harbert Aveyard bafore thay want

out to bat. All to no avail, Birstall slumped to 50 for 7. By now the Moorites were taunting
wgand in Willie Jubb” and Willis was heard to say he'd give £5 to bat, After a rain shower
Birstall’s luck changed and a few catches ware dropped so when Ackroyd was out for B7
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EARLY DAYS continued...

only 12 was required and Milnes was 56 not out. Sam Bedlord, the veteran wicketkeeper
was told by Milnes to keep the ball out of his wicket and leave it to him, Sam however, hit
the next threa balls clean out of the ground to win the match, and on returning to tha pavilion
was heard to remark “Fancy Jack Milnes asking me to leave it to him, If | had we should
most llkely have lostl”

On another o::r.a:ipn against Holmfirth, Sam approached the captain, Fred Crowther,
“Frad'", he said, "it's i Feast today, I'm tired of Willie Jubb apdeWhitehead Ineson
getting ‘talent monay every week. | shall want summat to spend tongd t—sag | want tha” to
send ma in first so | can score fifty.” Fred let him and Sam duly scorad 54,

As a young man | remember a tobacconist shop on Commarcial Sirget, Batley called
| think, 0. & 5. Wilson. What | didn’t know at tha tima was that the shop had been opaned
by % an who | baliave must rank as the greatest bowler Birstall has aver had.

Oliv a mamber of that now sadly dying bread a slow bowler. In his time he was
known as a “trundler’’, and ha suffered so badly with rheumati

n that he

takae part in the cup ties of 1884. A local lad, he first played for
Yorkshire Cricket Guids for 1B97 it Is recorded that in 10 years with Birsta
wickets at an average of under B runs per wicket. This was against the best teams in a wide
area and at a time when there was no time or overs limit. Batsman could bat as long and
as slowly as thay wished. Louis Hall the famous Batley and Yorkshire opaning bat frequently
batted for over thres hours on Saturdays and batted right through for Yorkshire on numerous
eccasions. Oliver's bowling feats were legendary and his figures include %unlnst
Batloy (18 all out with Willis Jubb 2 for 8) and @h}mnlnsr Morley. It is possible to list
many such performances but, sadly space does not permit. He had however 9 wickets on at
least 3 occasions, B wickets on another 3, 7 wickets on 7, 6 wickets on 7 and & wickets on
5§ and usually for considerably less than 30 runs each time. In 1885 and 1886 he took 241
wickaets at a. f Tiruns parwicket, Some trundlerll

M‘WM . Playors long dead but their deads and their characters
shine down through tha years. | hopa | have given thair memory a new lease of life.

Established 1960
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BIRSTALL CRICKET TEAM 1950's

History of Birstall Cricket Club—continued.

Subsequently Birstall had a “down” pariod and slipped back into the Second Division.
Since then a number of important dacisions wars taken and alterations made, The Club-
house and bar were built and later—sxtanded so that monay for cricket could ‘be raised
more sasily and pleasantly, The Clubhouss was opened on Juns 15th 1870 by Brian
Sellars ex-castain of Yorkshire. In 1981 the new tea-room and score-box ware dlso built
and showsrs were added to the changing’rooms. Monsy was also wisaly spant @n improv-
ing the playing area and the wicket, cirafully tended by Ken Haley with the assistance of
others, has became one of the bast in the league. —

in order to ra-discover succass It was docided to hire professional players of quality
and they have heipad to the return of the Club to the highsr reaches of tha First Division.
Andraw Townley [ex-Yorkshire) achieved-the "double’ of 1.000 runs and 100 wickets in
‘getting. promotion for the club and there haye begn—fine performances from Indian Awi

armik, Yorkshira County player Pater, Ingham. an glegant batsman and a fine captain, and
Catrr wickat-kesper and opening batseiam. Steven| Rhodes. |

Birstall had a reputation in the past for good wickel:keepers. Jim Higgins, who could
have played for Lancashire, chosa instead to be understudy to the famous David Hunter
of Yorkshire and, sven eariier J. G.-Boden aﬁ'llj‘llhf kept wicket for the County.

Recently ws have been joined by Nick Taylor/a fast bowler of wham Yorkshira have
great hopes. He is the son of Ken Taylor ex-Yarkshire and England and ex-Huddersfisld
Town. Thiz continues the polley of attracting”the best talent available but one must not
forget playsrs who have given autstanding long and falthful service such as Ken Haley,
Geoff. Wolfendan, Dennis Johnson, David Gill and others.

The facilities at Birstall are exceilent. The playing area is first class and the crickat
teas, thanks to the Ladles Committee acknowledged amongst the bast. Dare | say that all
we reguire [s a little bit of icing on tha cake. Coma on lads, it's 29 years since we won

the cupl
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— 1983 SPECIAL EVENT
l - ' 25 Years of Cricket at Birstall

i a

D. JOHNSON

e

.-'/-‘ .- ')ﬂ

Mr. Dennis Johnson & Mr. David Gill complete their 25 years of cricket
at Birstall this season. Both havc served and contributed-to the club since
their schoolboy days, and have achieved many noteable feats throughout their

playing careers.

Deannis Johnson who has been the spearhead of Birstall’s opening bowl-
ing attack for many seasgns, has many memaries of outstanding perform-
ances that have, and stifl continue to bring success to Birstall, and delight

our spectators.

in 1966 on the 1B6th July, Drighlington became thg victims of Mr.
Johnson's lethal attack. taking 8 of their wickets for a mere 37 runs.

| am suré Dennis remembers well that Saturday in July, 1876 when his
quick pace/bowling ripped t_r_jmugh the notorious Altofts batting attack, his
outstandirlg comtribution —'9 wickets for 27 rupé. b

M}. David Gill alghg with Dennis has.also contributed many notable
performances. David has been a notorious batsman with the reputation of
reducing many a bgwler to a state of gonfusion and despair with his hard
hitting, quick scaring ability.

His ::antmfies for Birstall are rl’l'fﬂi"l'f. gne | know that gave personal pleas-
ure to many/vas that against M@fleJ'on May 17th, 1980 when David scored
125 runs Mot out. Mirfield also paid the price in July, 1961 when David
scored ¥11 runs before being dismissed.

/
Two people who's 25 years of dedicated service has truly been appre-
ciated. To Mr. D. Johnson and Mr. D. Gill we say thank you for your loyalty

and your contribution to cricket at Birstall.
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