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The Later Years 

BIRSTALL 
BATTERED! 

 

1948 – MASSIVE SCORE 
 

The period between 1939 and 1959 did not witness 
very much success at  Cleckheaton.  
 

However, in 1948 Cleckheaton managed to achieve 
an astonishing victory against Birstall in the second 
round of the Heavy Woollen Cup, posting a total of 
411 in the process. This was their highest score in 
the competition. 

 

 
Post-war Birstall cricketers 

 
 

 



SILVERWARE JOY! 
 

1959/60 – HEAVY WOOLLEN ‘DOUBLE’ 
 

Cleckheaton not only won the Heavy Woollen Cup in 
1959, but also went on to scoop the trophy the year 
after, in 1960. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  Cleckheaton beat Hanging Heaton in both finals. 



A FINE CENTURY! 
 

1964: CLUB CENTENARY 
 

 
 
 

1964 marked the 100th Anniversary of the formation 
of the Club. No doubt this occasion led to lots of 
nostalgia – and also thoughts about the future. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



SPORT FOR ALL 
 

1972 - NEW CLECKHEATON CLUB 
 
After the amalgamation with the Crown Green 
Bowling Club, Cleckheaton merged with the local 
Rugby Union Club to form Cleckheaton Sports Club. 
 
This was an innovative move and following on from 
this, in 1973, the Club was chosen to host the Heavy 
Woollen Cup final again, an honour that had not 
come their way since 1943. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 

  



 

The sign outside the Club today 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LEAGUE OF THEIR 
OWN 

 

1976 - BRADFORD SWITCH 
 
After hosting two major cup finals, and also doing 
well on the field, Cleckheaton had the confidence 
they needed to apply to join the Bradford Cricket 
League. (This meant they withdrew temporarily from 
the Heavy Woollen Cup). 
 

        
 

The Club’s first match in the Bradford League came 
on 24 April 1976, with Windhill the opponents. 
Cleckheaton got off to an excellent start. Opening 
bowler Seb Grose recorded figures of 6 for 16 and 
Windhill were bowled out for just 37! 
 
 
 



PRIDE OF THE CLUB 
 

1976/7 - CLUB PHOTOS 
 

 
1976 – How many faces can you name? 

 

1977 – Do you recognise anyone? 



FOREIGN LEGION! 
 

1977 - ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS PLAYERS 
 

The decision to recruit overseas players was made in 
1977, when the 1st XI was in urgent need of 
strengthening. Since this date, local cricket-watchers 
have been treated to some of the best in foreign 
cricketing talent. 
 

          
 

 
 

 

 



1ST CLASS 1ST 
TEAMERS! 

 

1980/1 – STAR MEN 

 

1980 1ST XI 

 

 
1981 1st XI 



YOUNG GUNS GO 
FOR IT! 

 
1992 - JUNIOR CRICKET CHAMPIONS 

 

Cleckheaton Cricket Club are very proud of its juniors, 
too. 
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RECORD-
BREAKERS! 

 

1998 - SENSATIONAL SCORE 
 

The match at Moor End on 18 July was the defining 
moment of the 1998 season. Against Ben Ryhdding, 
Cleckheaton posted the highest total recorded in the 
history of the Bradford League. Their total of 427 runs 
beat the record previously held by Bradford & Bingley 
who scored 406 for 8 in 1990. 
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WONDERFUL 
FINISH! 

 
2000 – BRADFORD LEAGUE DIVISION 1  

 
Cleckheaton’s victory over East Bierley meant that 
the Division 1 title was still in the melting-pot. 

 

 
 
 

The following table shows how close the top three 
teams were, and how important the last round of 
matches was.  
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The 2000 season ended on a high for Cleckheaton. 
They were rewarded for their efforts with a 3rd place 
finish – with Pudsey Congs and Bradford & Bingley 
just pipping them at the top of the table. The future 
was looking bright for the Club. 
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DREAM DOZEN! 
 

2002 – TEAM PHOTOGRAPH 
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PROUD HERITAGE 
 

2004 – MATCHDAY PROGRAMME 
 

Almost 150 years on from its birth as Hunsworth Mills 
Cricket Club, there are still significant clues about the 
Club’s heritage – in this case, a sponsorship deal 
with the local pub, The Hunsworth. 
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HEALTHY AND 
HAPPY 

 

CLUB TODAY 
 

 
 


