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CROS55 Bank Wesleyan
Chapel was opened in March,
1671, ‘a noat and handsome'
building according o the Jocal
Batley newspager,

Two years proviously, the
Sundpy sehoal bullding had
Bipen ﬂpﬂ!lﬂd. Around GO0
young people attendod the

day s

The chapel building was
pald fof by the Brearley funi-

(24,000, and dedicated to
the mamuory of

Cross Bank - the club

the Rumbolds built
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The first minis.
ter at the church
was the Rev Frod-
erick Friend.
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Thi church had
been bullt during a boom time
for Methodism in the districts
of Cross Bank and Carling.
B,

Before 1t closed down, Cross
Bank Mothodist Church was
home to n mixed Bikle class, &
ladies fellowship, Scouts and
Cube, and a youth jroup

Little is known about the
orlgins of Cross Bank
Mithodist Cricket Club but
1604 I3 & posaible date of for
martion.

The yoar 1921 witnessed the
birth of one of the most impor.
lunt Mgures in the himory of
CMUC, Kenneth Rumbold -
and o plague, pinned to the
wall of the Lea Road pavilion,
commemorntes this fci.

Kon's father AW had been a
dedicaied member of the
chapel - and had wung o “bass
salo” in 1618 a5 part of the Sun-
day school jubilee celebra-
.

Baoth men played a vital rele
In the develapmant nnd sur-
vival of Cross Bank Moethodist
Cricket Club -~ hence the offi-
cial title of the Lea Rosd
round: The Bumbolds

The intor-war years were
dominated by the phenome-
nan of Bunday school - and
church-linked oricket clubs,
3o mueh go that thi Batley
and District Sunday School
League was a buoyant local
competition, with o full fix
e List every weekend,

Crose Bank played their
cricket in this competition
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For two major ressnns, 1951
wig a big year for the elub, Alf
Rumbold . porchaspd the
ground. .. wod-Yorkshice mmd
England legend Len Hutton
wialted Lea Road to doa spot of

eonching.

In 1856 the elub were leagne
cup winners = and & femous
team photo [rom: the occaslon
hanga provudly in the Lea Hoad
pavilion;

Note the fact that in the
18508 there worn still mough
lneal church-baskd teams o
make o Sundny schoal league
vinhle. Clubsbenefactor Ken:
neth Rumbold wias & mémber
of the vietoriois 1950 wida,

In 1566 and 1971 Cross Bank
bagped the Dewsbury anid Dis-

trict League Challengns Cup,
and in 1579 the current pavil-
bon was constructed.

Sadly, in 2000 club presi-
dont Ken Rumbold died. ‘A
great servant to Cross Bank
Methodists Cricket Club® is
ihe tribute pald to him in the
Lew Road pavillon.

His widow Joan [s-still
conngoted to the elub and
watches ihe oceasional
match at The Rumbolds.

Todny Cross Bank
Methodists Cricket Club
have a lovely ground, a
hard working set of mem-
s, and a thriving junior
sot-Op.

The club is prood of its
heritagn. The Methodist link
may-have disappeared = a
product of Yarious fuctory,

Including the amalgamation
of local chapels - but in the'
words of one senipr fgure ot

The Rumbolds, the. clut will= (5
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@ Dr Davies and Hob Light
hava written throe bhooks
aboul the-history of jocal
cricket and the series |s called
186 Not Cut. They nre pirt of
the 250,000 Cricket Herltage
Project sponsneed by tha Her-
Itage Lottery Fund. Coples aro
avallable from Dewsbury
Books at Crackenedge Lane,
Dewsbury, The books are pul-
Lished by Sigma Press, Call
ﬂl-dlﬂ ATMDE for mote Informa-
on.
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Cross Bank are
trophy winners
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