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HE first sign of cricket in T

Gomersal village was in
1863,
On August 14, 15 and 16, 22
cricketers of Gomarsal and
district (including several
county players) siarmed tna
match agninst the Unitod
England XI.
The date of the club’s

Looking back

This week sees the stan of a new feature on Cricket and the
Community in the Spen Valley, The seres of articlos has been
written by Or Peter Davies, project leader of the Cricketing Her-
itage of Calderdale and Kirklees which has been runming over
the last two years, and the first one focuses on Gomersal

lorious
days for
Gomersal

formation Is uncertain, but the I8¢

majority of sources indicate
that Gomersal St Mary's
Cricket Club (as the club was
then known) was founded in
1881 by the village vicar, the
Rev RF Taylor.
It played its matches near the
Wheatshea! Inn, on a field also
used by the local football team
alzo founded by the sports-
mad clergyman.
This church link is significant,
and is repeated across other
clubs in West Yorkshire and
bayand,
I 1886 an entry for Gomersal
appeared in the Athletic News
Cricket Supplemeont and Club
Directory.
The club was re-formed in 1892
and moved to what became jts
permanent home - Oxford
Road. This had previoualy been
the site of the Little Gomersal
Caolllery.
Some members remember this
as the offieial birth of the club,
a8 the conlonary was
celebrated in 1992, Later
sources also demonstrate the
difficulty the club has had in
dating its own formation
On the eve of the Great War,
Gomersal was able to feld o
women's ericket team.

From 1821 onwnrds, the club
engaged in fundraising in an
effort to buy its ground. The
club devoted many years to this
and finally, in 1829, it had
enough maney to make this
historic purchase,

1521 was an unforgetiable yoar
for Gomersal CC. They reachod
the lnal of the Heavy Woollen
Cup, but lost to Wakefield by
slx wickets.

In 1927 the elub decided to
change its name from

Gomarsal 5t Mary's Cricket

LEFT: Famous

Club 1o Gomersal Cricket Cluhb,

The club had always been
Mnancially solvent, so when &
decline In profits was
encountered due to falling
membership, the club was
concerned.

Members thought of ways to
incroase income - one of the
suggestions being & bar, The
prosident, however, decided
that the best way to move
forward was a door-to-door
canvasa of local households.
Young children were also
encouraged to play cricket at
the ciub.

ABOVE: The 1914 women's team ot Gomersal.
Gomersal

Following the purchase of the
tea room, Gomerzal continoed
to develop their ground. In 1962
o bar was opened in the Nissen
hut. The club then decided, in
1974, {0 open a new clubhouse
and changing rooms.

Alffter coming so close s0 many
timas in the past, finally in 1584
Gomersal became Heavy
Woollen Cup winners for the
Mrst time,

1992 marked the 100th
anniversary of the formation of

8| the ciub. No doubt this event

led to lots of nostalgia - and
thoughts about the future.

In 18483 Gomwrrsal celebrated
their first-place finish in the
Central Yorkshire League but
they didn't stop there, n all
they claimed three trophies
that summer.

After lifting the Contral
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Premior Division title
In 1998, Gomirsal hod the
confidence they needed to
miake an application to join the
Bradford Cricket League in
2000

After joining the leaguo, they
quickly gained promotion to
the top division.
Today, Gomersal stands as a
midern, progressive club with
excellent facilities, It 1s also a
club that is very consclous of
its own history and heritage.
ooo
r Davies and Rob Light
have co-wriiten thres
books about the history
of local cricket and the series is
called 189 Not Out.
‘They are part of the £50,000
Cricket Herltage Project
sponsared by the Heritage
Lottery Fund, and copies area
availahle from Dewsbury
Books at Crackenedge Lane,
Dewsbury.

| The books are published by
| Sigma Press. Call 01464 472405
| for more information,




