THE CRICKET

GOMERSAL CC

The Early Years

OPENING UP

1863 — IS THIS THE BEGINNING?

The first sign of cricket in the village was in 1863. On
August 14™, 15" and 16", 22 cricketers of Gomersal and
district (including several county players) starred in a
match against the United England XI.
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BROAD CHURCH

1881 — VICAR FOUNDS CLUB

The date of the Club’s formation is uncertain, but the
majority of sources indicate that Gomersal St. Mary’s
Cricket Club (as the Club was then known) was founded
in 1881 by the village vicar, Rev. R.F. Taylor.

[

=

It played its matches near the Wheat Sheaf Inn, on a field
also used by the local football team — also founded by the
sports-mad clergyman.

This church link is significant, and is repeated across
other clubs in West Yorkshire in beyond.

Page 4 of 20
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




IN THE
BIG BOOK

1886 — ATHLETIC NEWS

In 1886 an entry for Gomersal appeared in the Athletic
News Cricket Supplement and Club Directory.

THE ATHLETIC NEWS

(RICKET SUPPLEMENT

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 18886.

Gomersal : J. W, Ey:e (1een Tide, Cleckheaton
MNrala Mawnm « (1T TY 1tnra T{ 1 nortom [ I'es C{"'lf




MOVING MOMENT

1892 — OXFORD ROAD

In 1892 the Club was re-formed and moved to what
became its permanent home - Oxford Road. This had
previously been the site of the Little Gomersal Colliery.

Some members remember this as the official birth of the
Club, as the Centenary was celebrated in 1992. Later
sources also demonstrate the difficulty the Club has had
in dating its formation.

Cricket club
facing
dilemmal

THE r;-;ngwraa.’ Cricket Club Gala Commiittee are in a
ghemma. They have a cefilenary o calebrate bul nc
quile sure when! |
r‘.:,l_r!.jﬁf rularr-": rx-:'as formed in 1891 and was known as
comersal St Mary’s Cricket Club, plaving at | ower [ane
Gomersal for .'; :L}fn-:‘:_-l‘érrr:a-f-iﬁaﬂlL P T e

The team now play al Oxford Road and enioved a high
ly successful season |asl year i '

The committee, who are planning o produce & souve.
nir booklet 1o rﬁEr_k the occasion are appealing to ar.l:hm;-
?Eiéh? fjn% ?”4[:.51:“ lon or temorabilia to contact the ciub on
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MID-TABLE
SECURITY

1906 — SPEN VALLEY LEAGUE
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ON THE CARDS

1911 — SOCIAL OCCASION
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WOMEN
ON TOP!

1914 — LADIES TEAM

On the eve of the Great War, Gomersal were able to field
a women'’s cricket team.
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INTO THE
BIG LEAGUE

1916 — JOIN YORKSHIRE COUNCIL
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MONLEY,
MONLEY,
MONEY

1921/9 — FUNDRAISING EFFORTS

From 1921 onwards, the Club engaged in fundraising in
an effort to buy their ground.

The Club devoted many years to this and finally, in 1929,
the Club had enough money to make this historic

purchase.

The ground today
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SO CLOSE!

1921 - HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP FINAL

1921 was an unforgettable year for Gomersal C.C.. They
reached the final of the Heavy Woolen Cup, but lost to

Wakefield by 6 wickets.

Tk T, v

| Gomersal and WakeBald met atDewabury
on Balyrday sfternoon in the Anal {is for
the Hoavy Woollen Distriot Cup. {he fof,
mer had previously disposed of Ossell)
Dewsbury and- Savile, and' Scholes, . the
Iatter of Birstall, \Chickenley, and; Lesds.
Thars was ap attendance of 2,000 spestatom,
Gomersal, who won the (oss, “elected 0
bat. Bhires and Jebsonsopenegs the, bawl-

ing aganinst Harr ~and Drury, ltn'd_f-‘thgﬁ
Tarmes's opéuilly “over produted four frém
Driry and lwo from Harrison. When the
aot®e had regpehéd ten, Drury had.a very
forfunate esc rom being run m;tih:%uk
hesitating before running.” This availed. him
little, for in the next over from Shires he
sent a very tame calch to Green, his share’
of the 3 runs scored” being" 8. -'.f'hwp'aig-
nall=d his appearance by scoring the first
four of the match off a ball from Jebs
son, who retired after completing the ovar
in favour of Birkenshaw, when the score
stood at 19. Bolh batsmen remained quiet
for some time, until Harrison placed the
new bowler nicely to leg for two. B8hires
at the other end was bowling admirably, his
lirst six overs only producing nine runs.
Alter Throp had despatched a ball off Birk-
enshaw for four, Shires got past Harrison's
defonce with a very good ball, and bowled
him all over for 10, This was the first ball
of the over, and with his third he sent
Throp back to the pavilion for a similar
number with only one added to the score,
With only ten more added, Greave depart-
eil, being caught in the slips by Green off
Birkenshaw [or 10.
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With the score al 51 for four wickels &
severe thunderstorm broke over the ground
which cansed an abandonment for the day.

When the game was resumed on Tuesday
there would be about 1,500 spectators on
the Savile Town ground, The best stand
was made by Barber and Priestley, fax the
seventh wicket, the score being carried from
60 to 92, at which stage Barber, who had
play :d altractively for 28, stepped ap front
vl the wicket to a straight ball from Jeb-
sun, and, missing the delivery, had to pay
the penalty. Shires had the best bowling
analyvsis with six wickets for 34 runs.

Although Wakefield lost their first wicket
at §, Waish and Wright played with judg-
ment and confidence, and after the l]ull r
had left at 31 and Webster at 44, Jebson
secored with great freedomn. He was run
cut when he had made 23, including four
fours. The score was then 74, and Jones
stayed with Walsh to make the winning hit.
\Walsh played o sound defensive inunings.
Seores i — '

Gumersal: C. Harrison, b Shires, 10; T.
Drewery, ¢ Green b Shires 8; G. Thr , b
shires 10; M. Greaves, ¢ Groen b Birken-
shaw 6; H. Chadwick, b Shires 7; W. Bar-
ber, lbw b Jebson 28; J, Grimshaw, ¢ and
b shires 0; H. Priestley, b Jebson 13; B.
Jowett, ¢ and b Jebson u; A. Trossell, o
Bir :enshaw b Shires 4; ¢ Walker, not out

1 - N

0; extras 15; wut1y, !
Wakefield: M. Siswick, run out 1; H.

Walsh, not out, 32: H. Wright, ¢ Walker I’

Trussell 15; 1. Webster, ¢ Barber b Harri-
sou, 115 A, Jebson, run vut, 23; R. Jones, not
out 215 extra, 1; total (for 4 wkts.), 104.
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TABLE TOPPERS

1922 -YORKSHIRE COUNCIL WINNERS

=

‘ﬁ_ - a

3 A

ViR e

[ §

8 - |

[ S !

3 ]

4 4

9 3

B A~q

] ER W AT TR

Hethmanduilos ... .. 0 -7 -5
Wit wond l.:-ulllin ] O TR R T
Yamdom™ _° S | R T T T X
Bllsaden ' o e 18 w & 8 #fsg
2 lJ.'Hun.-m.h H.-n I | S Vi R e O
Loods K, 17 4 4 "3 .aro8
& 8 10 Wixg
‘ugrhf;ln-_whur:am . 4 A4 1 a4
Elorstorih - 0 A 4 A
Toliz Fark L} A 1 4444
resn Lans | , - ] 1 A%TS
! R N 5 B & 4375
*Fricktey Callleey . 17 T & 4 &3y
Leads Moo 1 Llog. At T % 8 Alar
T Llghickifta = . 17 0 & 4 A%
Whitkirk 18 A ¥ a2 <4000
feakefp ... « H A 1T 4 38iS
Basd J;-uh..n I.'r||1.-.l 16 & T I &EvE0
Oy il L I8 ] 4 3 Bs5as
Laitheise by . B i 5 a4 &5.00
Brighlinuton i i 0 . | 58,50
e A gialbuskii -] i ik ] 33,40
Alertoa Bywetee . LD 5 A& 8 3
Aull LA els A et | s B % AzEa
*ilarley i 6 8 4 JE3%
*lodher am 15 6 m A AHLAT
Ebatzy, IMe { RS 1 -] & 10 .| 31,57
Ehelt el Colegiote ..., 18 B T Fl &1 80
Aaslibiosd Moor —... 13 r ! L] 3 2056
Byxitey Ouitery .. .-. 1T o &6 @ 1531
*flanglug Heciin 1T L1 L] X j LTy ]
Demihy ssd Cadehy.. 17 5 & & A
Therredeik] AV S | B ] 4 LT B
Wlptom . . iT B & e gy
Barnaley o e 18 B & 8 §rYY
*{Thiwbmbey 1] a a0 4 ®1.Y¥
Bebelen iy - I 4 el 2 =&
Arkwarlh el JLL | § & 10 & - BH)
*Tiartom g 17 & 71 @ 2359
Hurifarih Mail l’nrh 'y = 10 3 LGS
Hnstrick i AT & Il 2 568
Yark ool R - : | = ‘1% 3 Iaug
3 Burmantolls  oepepe 34 b T 4 Wl.4a
Culwveriey 16 4 iz 2 a1 OF
Feablimrstems ..., 1 k. 1 ] fi 1T.04
A em Irli.tnnl; 1471 X.33 4 T
Itothwell P in a I3 2 1668
Bouth Kirhy 0. a1 3" 1& . 14.28
Al 18 g 1a L1 1353
Rireeail L 1. L L8 a 5328
*Clickheatinn = 19 1 15 | 6,48
Leels CHy l'_'\c-tln ...... 13 8 iz - | Ba g1
10100 e N, [ 0 14 0-100.00

* Amdnlis Bepl. Sl nob te e,

Page 14 of 20
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




ALL CHANGE!

1927 — CLUB RE-NAMED

In 1927 the Club decided to change its name from
Gomersal St. Mary’s Cricket Club to Gomersal Cricket
Club.
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15 FINE MEN

1929 — TEAM PHOTO

.. d hrh_xi!:!‘l.r_lm.h J

WALL STREET
ASH

This team photograph was taken in the year of the Wall
Street Crash.

mrmasu. r.m;.um- *r.ew,,_' f Cirdian ﬂm,.m bl

ey e Y

Euia! 1= M-L w“u: Tr. digigleg, . ciui;, T. ¥ Armiatrang, W wmu.u-,,t ﬁ;hﬂ, HE -:»lm, i_ E""ﬂ“"ﬂ h._.mr]
7 -1;1;4;'-' [ 0.8 ,'.Ln "lIJL!, ' Biarhy ook AL Hu‘.n I:L B'Lrh {cn;.t;l, H Hu'ull:l!" O B‘.u.ber H Bigms,

ok

LR | B otV B I VT ; v A SR

Page 16 of 20
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




DANGEROUS
DECLINE

1930 — FINANCIAL PROBLEMS

Gomersal Cricket Club had always been financially
solvent, so when a decline in profits was encountered
due to falling membership, the Club was concerned.

Members thought of ways to increase income - one of the
suggestions being a bar. The president. however,
decided that the best way to move forward was a door-to-
door canvass of local households.

GOMERSAL C.C. WANTS LARGER
MEMBERSHIP.

b ———

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE CANYASS.

A loss of £66, against which are to be of-
set subseriptions outstanding amounting to
about £11, was revenled at the annual meet-
ng of Gomersal Cricket Club inm Hill Top
School on Friday evening., Mr, F. Smith
(president) presided.
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SUMMER
SPECTACULAR

1930 — ANNUAL EVENT

Gomersal Cricket Club & Charity Carnival
T ESTABLISHED 1921

President - Fred Smith, Esq.

10th Annual Grand
Carnival and Gala

——  TO BE HELD IN.. ——

THE CRICKET FIELD

ON

Saturday, July 12, 1930

Refreshments Provided on the Ground




Gomersal Cricket & Charity Carﬁival

SEASON 1930

President: FRED SMITH, Esq.

ViceE-PRESDIENTS:

Dr. E. F. R. Mason, Coun. J. W. Heywood, Coun. J. W. Hillard,
Messrs, S. H. C, Briggs, H. W. Broadbent, H. Moody, W. W.
Horsfall, P. S. Sugden, H. Smith, E. M. Hartley, J. A. Grimshaw,
L. W. Lees, F. W. Rhodes, Watson Bros., H. Thackray, J. W.
Shelton, A. W. Crabtree, W. Walker, G. H. Oldroyd, Ed. Wood,
F. Briggs. J. C. Briggs, H. Unwin. ]J. Gomersall, S. M. Mason,
G.Smith, J. Collier, C. Douglas, M. Haley, J. C. Pearson, A. Birkett,
W. H. Clough, R. M. Grylls, H. Walker, J. W. Sykes, J. Clough,
Mrs. Williamson, Dr. J. Sykes, Coun. S. Smith.

CommITTEE: |-
Messrs. E. Hanson, D. Firn, A. Murgatroyd, R. Fox, P. Bland,
B. A. Hanson, A. Hosley. W. Crowther, A. Wright, B. Clarke,
E. England, M. Greaves, R. Ainsworth, H. Wright, D. Gledhill,
A, Johnson, T. Armstrong, ], Johnson, M. Smithson, A. Brooke,
W. Pendlebury, T. Parkinson. J. Charlesworth, Stanley Smith,
and the playing members of the Gomersal Cricket Club.

Hon. Secretaries: | .
Mr. H. Banuax and Mr. E. Woob.
. ~
Hon. Entry Secretary: Mg. E. SwaLLOW

_ Sub-Committee:
Messrs. D. Firn D. Gledhill A. Johnson C. R. Fox.
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YOUTH
POLICY

1939 — JUNIOR CRICKET

e — .'|'|'|'_

e

Young children were encouraged to play cricket at the
Club. Below is an extract from Dougie Geines. He
explains that he joined the team at the age of 14.

1 wes first inSroducedito Gomersal Cricket Club st the beglaning of
satenber 1937 when, &s & 14 yocr old schoolboysI.was invited fo meke up their second
een in the last mefch of the seuson &t Hartshe.d Moor.

The following year I vas asied to play for the club end this we
atart ofalesgus cricketing cereer that lusted over 30 years, I played the 13; seasor in
the Gomersal second tear and nemes that I can remember were Hepbert Chadwick \hre local
cobbler) Bram Manson and Rarry Berlow, Other younger members of the tean were Vilf Sheard,
Bi11 Ibbotson and Earry Squire (vho nlayed for & number of yeurs Zor stﬂiﬂcliff: & Betley,

A% 4 n

g to be the
|
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