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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
GOMERSAL CC 
 
The Early Years 
 

OPENING UP 
 

1863 – IS THIS THE BEGINNING? 
 

 
 

The first sign of cricket in the village was in 1863. On 
August 14th, 15th and 16th, 22 cricketers of Gomersal and 
district (including several county players) starred in a 
match against the United England XI. 
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BROAD CHURCH 
 

1881 – VICAR FOUNDS CLUB 
 

 
 

The date of the Club’s formation is uncertain, but the 
majority of sources indicate that Gomersal St. Mary’s 
Cricket Club (as the Club was then known) was founded 
in 1881 by the village vicar, Rev. R.F. Taylor. 
 

 
 

It played its matches near the Wheat Sheaf Inn, on a field 
also used by the local football team – also founded by the 
sports-mad clergyman. 
 

This church link is significant, and is repeated across 
other clubs in West Yorkshire in beyond.  
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IN THE  
BIG BOOK 

 

1886 – ATHLETIC NEWS 
 

 
 

In 1886 an entry for Gomersal appeared in the Athletic 
News Cricket Supplement and Club Directory. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Page 6 of 20 
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk 

 

MOVING MOMENT 
 

1892 – OXFORD ROAD 
 

 In 1892 the Club was re-formed and moved to what 
became its permanent home - Oxford Road. This had 
previously been the site of the Little Gomersal Colliery.  
 

Some members remember this as the official birth of the 
Club, as the Centenary was celebrated in 1992. Later 
sources also demonstrate the difficulty the Club has had 
in dating its formation. 
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MID-TABLE 
SECURITY 

 

1906 – SPEN VALLEY LEAGUE 
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ON THE CARDS 
 

1911 – SOCIAL OCCASION 
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WOMEN  
ON TOP! 

 

1914 – LADIES TEAM 
 

  
 

On the eve of the Great War, Gomersal were able to field 
a women’s cricket team. 
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INTO THE  
BIG LEAGUE 

 

1916 – JOIN YORKSHIRE COUNCIL 
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MONEY, 
MONEY, 
MONEY 

 

1921/9 – FUNDRAISING EFFORTS 
 
 

From 1921 onwards, the Club engaged in fundraising in 
an effort to buy their ground.  
 
The Club devoted many years to this and finally, in 1929, 
the Club had enough money to make this historic 
purchase.  
 

 

The ground today 
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SO CLOSE! 
 

1921 – HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP FINAL 
 

1921 was an unforgettable year for Gomersal C.C.. They 
reached the final of the Heavy Woolen Cup, but lost to 
Wakefield by 6 wickets. 
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TABLE TOPPERS 
 

1922 –YORKSHIRE COUNCIL WINNERS 
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ALL CHANGE! 
 

1927 – CLUB RE-NAMED 
 

 

 
 

In 1927 the Club decided to change its name from 
Gomersal St. Mary’s Cricket Club to Gomersal Cricket 
Club. 
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15 FINE MEN 
 

1929 – TEAM PHOTO 
 

 
 

This team photograph was taken in the year of the Wall 
Street Crash. 
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DANGEROUS 
DECLINE 

 

1930 – FINANCIAL PROBLEMS 
 

Gomersal Cricket Club had always been financially 
solvent, so when a decline in profits was encountered 
due to falling membership, the Club was concerned. 
 

Members thought of ways to increase income - one of the 
suggestions being a bar. The president. however, 
decided that the best way to move forward was a door-to-
door canvass of local households. 
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SUMMER 
SPECTACULAR 

 

1930 – ANNUAL EVENT 
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YOUTH 
POLICY 

 

1939 – JUNIOR CRICKET 
 

 
 

Young children were encouraged to play cricket at the 
Club. Below is an extract from Dougie Geines. He 
explains that he joined the team at the age of 14. 

 

 
 


