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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
HANGING HEATON CC 
 
The Early Years 
 

HAZY ORIGINS 
 

1876 - BEGINNINGS 
 

The origins of Hanging Heaton Cricket Club, and of 
cricket in Hanging Heaton more generally, are shrouded 
in mystery. 
 

We know that in 1874 there were no Hanging Heaton 
teams featuring in the local press. 
 

However, around 1876 – the generally-accepted date of 
formation of Hanging Heaton C.C. – there are a number 
of village teams fulfilling fixtures that gain the attention of 
local papers. 
 

In 1876 we come across Hanging Heaton Young 
Britannia. 
 
 

 



Page 2 of 23 
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk 

 

 
 
 

In 1877 we encounter a team called Hanging Heaton 
Mutual Improvement. 
 

 
 

A third team (there may well have been others), and 
certainly the team that seems to be the most established 
(with a regular, expanding fixture list from 1876 onwards, 
and also two teams – a 1st and 2nd XI) is Hanging Heaton 
New Star. 
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Hanging Heaton New Star also entertained a touring side 
of clowns! 
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Many cricket clubs in the North of England entertained 
touring sides such as the Clowns. They were generally 
quite prestigious clubs such as Elland and Todmorden.  
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Together with their expanding fixture list, the fact that 
Hanging Heaton New Star also hosted such a game 
indicates that New Star were the Hanging Heaton C.C. 
(another big, prestigious club) in embryonic form – and 
not a totally separate entity. 
 

Hanging Heaton New Star’s affiliation is unclear. Was it a 
group of friends? A team linked to a local public house? 
Or even connected to the local Ebenezer Methodist 
Church? 
 

 
 

Evidence for the pub link – and also the view which says 
that New Star were a forerunner of today’s Hanging 
Heaton C.C. - comes in 1886 when the Athletic News 
Club Directory lists ‘T.L. Allatt’, based at the pub adjacent 
to the Bennett Lane ground (The Fox & Hounds), as the 
team contact for ‘Hanging Heaton’. 
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Significantly, Allatt – or someone called Allatt – had 
turned out for New Star back in 1876. 
 

 
 

 
 

However, another line of thinking on the origins of the 
club we know today as Hanging Heaton C.C. is advanced 
by local cricket historian Mike Butler. 
 
He claims that the Club’s beginnings are closely linked to 
the local Methodist church, Ebenezer.  
 
In a soon-to-be-published history, he argues: ‘The local 
Ebenezer Chapel originally provided the bulk of the 
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team together with a tea-total morality.’  
 
 

   
       Ebenezer Chapel 

 
 

As if substantiating this line of argument, in a 1995 
newspaper article, Hanging Heaton C.C. stalwart Nat 
Lawrence explained that the Club’s crest incorporated a 
reference to Ebenezer chapel (although it is not clear 
what form this reference took). 
 
 

 

In fact, could ‘Ebenezer New Star’ have been the original 
name of Hanging Heaton C.C. – thus amalgamating both 
church and pub theories? And explaining the three stars 
on the Club crest? 
 

The matter is complicated by two further pieces of 
evidence. 
 

1. We know that a club called Hanging Heaton St. Paul’s 
C.C. took part in the Heavy Woollen Cup in 1904-5 
(Hanging Heaton C.C. had been competing in the 
same competition since 1889). 
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St. Paul’s Church 

 
 

2. In 1995 Nat Lawrence explained that the Club’s crest 
incorporated references to the TWO village churches – 
St. Paul’s and Ebenezer Methodist (and not just 
Ebenezer). 
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Tewit and White Rose – self-explanatory. 
But do the stars indicate a New Star link? And does the 

‘ST P’ indicate a cricket link with St. Paul’s or merely 
that Hanging Heaton C.C. endeavours to represent the 

village as a whole – complete with both churches?  
 

We then notice a club called Hanging Heaton Parish 
Church cropping up in the Dewsbury & District League. 
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If this Parish Church team was successor to Hanging 
Heaton St. Paul’s (c.1904-5), and a totally independent 
entity from Hanging Heaton C.C., it does encourage us to 
enquire more into the Fox & Hounds and Ebenezer links. 
 

Can anyone help us solve this amazing conundrum? 
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KNOCKOUT 
FEVER  

 

1889 – HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP DEBUT 
 

Hanging Heaton made their bow in the prestigious Heavy 
Woollen Cup in 1889. 
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DEWSBURY AWAY-
DAY! 

 
 

1898 – HEAVY WOOLLEN LEAGUE  
 
 

Hanging Heaton joined the Heavy Woollen League in 
1898. 
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The Club’s opponents in this particular fixture were 
Moorlands Wesleyans, who went on to become 
Dewsbury Moorlands, and then Moorlands, playing on 
Huddersfield Road, Mirfield. 
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28 ALL OUT  
IN 9 OVERS! 

 

1899 – HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP FINALISTS 
 

A minor sensation occurred in 1899 when Hanging 
Heaton – until this date, relatively unsuccessful in the 
Heavy Woollen Cup - reached the final. 
 

They encountered the all-powerful Dewsbury & Savile 
side – and were blown away! 
 
 

 
Dewsbury & Savile’s home patch 

 
Hanging Heaton were dismissed for 28 in 9 overs; and 
this score remains the lowest ever in a Heavy Woollen 
Cup final. 
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COUNTY-WIDE 
COMPETITION 

 

1916 – YORKSHIRE COUNCIL DEBUT 
 

 
 

   
 

Unfortunately, the Club were lying in bottom place at this 
point in Summer 1916 – as war raged across Europe. 
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NINE LIVES…OR NINE 
HEATON VICTIMS! 

 

1926 – AMAZING BOWLING PERFORMANCE 
 
 

 
 

In 1926 – the year of the General Strike - L. Carris of 
Drighlington C.C. took NINE wickets in a Heavy Woollen 
Cup encounter with Hanging Heaton! 
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MOVING MOMENT! 
 

1939 – LEEDS LEAGUE 
 

 
 

In the summer of 1939 – with world war looming again – 
Hanging Heaton decided to join the Leeds League. 
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TWICE AS NICE! 
 

1944 – JOIN CENTRAL YORKSHIRE LEAGUE 
 

In their first year in the Central Yorkshire League, 
Hanging Heaton topped the Division 2 table – and also 
ended up Yorkshire Council champions. 
 

It was front-page news! 
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TREBLE TOP! 
 

1945 – HAT-TRICK OF TITLES 
 

During the last summer of war, Hanging Heaton pulled off 
a unique hat-trick – scooping the Central Yorkshire 
League title, the Yorkshire Council championship, and 
the Wheatley Cup. 
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