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In the ast of his features.on Cricket and the Community
in the Spen Valley, Dr Peter Davies traces the history of
Heckmondwike and Carlinghow United Cricket Club
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Dnlted Cricket
Club was not faanded
aniler this name.
I 18001 [
Independeni Chapei
il Bilt In Chinges]
Lane, Heckmondwiks,
afd it was this
imstiburtion that gave
rise to Upper Chapel
Cricket Club, which
Earber g with a
Carlkighaw cricket cfub
e farm Heckmondwike
and Carlinghow Uniisd
Cricket Cluh
The canstrection of the
Upgper Indegendent
gk bisd] bo i
formation of the
original erickel \nas
The civereh gave the
comgitmity 1 meeting
plarn where thay ool
nrtanpe sodlal and
Ietmere moenin moch as
ericket niabches,
Eariy members of the
e are Hkely io have
beewny closely assoniated
with the chidrch. Labes
avidence suggests that
this was also Cue casn
many yesrs thersufbar,
The original groumd la
atill vsed trdlay and b
abtumbed on Chapel
Lane, Hechmaondwike
Thee lirst mention of &
Cricked Club® tume in
Lipper Chiapel s
ol BB,
Links to the chairch in
sl ST 7 yOACE Were
clemriy very strong
The Upper Independeni
Chaips] "manual’ for
LT showes Ehat many
preaple were bvidlally
mitracied 1o the crizkel

ltils miedl Elroiagh thia
theit berame attached
s 1o the chureh.

Thie chisrel emooiriged
the young men of the
Bmarn b poln thelr
chirch ind Sunday
sehenl

Cricket was not the
mnly spert thad the
efngrch sncoviraged
Chureh mannals dating
wa Inr back na the enrly
1S CATTY Toparts
abonst other sports
clabs. The bowling chib
dwies back to arvand
15530 and & tedinis chib
Wil el up ln 1EE

The 19k witnessnd the
slart of n booem periad.
1 15007 the chub
mcdiimved thelr first
T sbcous an
winnars af the Spen
Vallry

Ere i Tad st off
peacedizn - V608 - they

eoxtrpend the Herald Cup
The beginning of the

Socond Wisrld War bed

Crubs, as i il for mest
of Incal clubs an this
LlEm.

Thee war meeant thai the
elials fourad it extremely
hard to rakse b wlde
A58 wns a vear of joy
for many wiih the
enalingg of the coafict
However & the Upper
Chagel maniml shows,
om reiurning from the
furces, many ex-players
wern shocked at the
iain of the pioch and
B!

Thils ahoelk led 1o the re
Formation of ihe club,
primarily o work on
th grouss). A mesting
al interested parties bad
it emly 16 thi e
lnuech of the cricke
il bt tha faundation
of the nrw well Known
church yotth
movement: 0CY0

Wark Wl done gn i
Al and pavillon. The
club was indedried 10
mnny vohintoerd hnif
absi o the ehuech for
tsnir financlal backing
iltrkng this Wime of
il

The clab weloomisd
bk many ald
members il nlso
enooEmged new
mnenbers (o join. Thiy
oo had the confldimee
o mndntakn the pood
3!:!: of Upper Chagel

The chub also stressed
thir importance of mog-
plnying members - they
hnd been crucial in the
imnmedinte post-war
years, The bard werk of
the late summer of 146,
il Im by ihe mambsers
of the ro-formwed erick
chish, waa justly
rrwardied during the
1847 sARsOn.

The chib's 1586 alm to

kesgs up the high
standacds, smad follow in
the Tootsteps of it
Jobssirs, had clearty
boen nehieved

I 1T Upper Chapel
lowst i gnemies mi !
Thiry weti the Hatloy
and Thetriot Sunday
school Leage Cug aod
the Batley mnad District
Sunday school
Challenge Cugp, This
WA & greal
urhievememnt
citldering tial th
club was still in the
process of reforn

The sson W them
playing on hall the
original playing asma
el changing in the
Sunday school rocma.
In July M@ Upper
Chagel won the Bailey
and Diatrict Sunduy
school final st Moant

Crichel Lowgue foldegd
and Typer Chagel
pobrend the Dewsl

wnid [hlakriet Lenguan in
Sertios C

The bemgine el bral
sherrs Chat 15 1960 they
won Sectlan C apd thok
eniered Secthon B for
fhr 107} menaon

Hy 1971 they hal been
relegatied to Secthon C
‘Throughnul this decade
ey yor o] leitween
Hections Buml C
Agadn, in 1977 the club
Eimed promotian o
Baction 0 by were
relogniad al the etd of
thie 1978 season,

I ihks peeriind, the slile
wid hased aroand thres
fumilies: the Sy,
Willers mnd Aspimalls
Aner changlng their
mars o Hecimondwilis
URC CC, tha cinh
amalgrnted with
another loml slde 1o
form Heckmondwiks
mied Carlnghoss Uindbed

CC

Today the club is
thriving i the
Huehhersfleld Central
Lasugize, and there is

mlwEys n greal apic

; and emthusiasm ot
o Chapsl Lann
D Darvioen und Fiot Lihs Bares co-seifin

e boin oot tha PFasdey of oo cricket
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ABOVE: Heckmondweike omd
mlmﬂlﬂh

FAR LEFT: Tiens for 16 - & hea lody brings
out o cuppa for the thirsty pleyers.

FACTORY SHOP

SUMMER
SALE

= All printed fabrics at
£1 per metre
= all woven fabrics at
£2 per metre
PO A LIMITED TVME ONLY
A rasaive selertion of prnted & woven
dhearance fabrics inchudeeg discontinued
Enbiricy, roll ends & ome-off custom desigm
& coloiry w0 greatly dacounted prices
Al avallable are shwers & vovbes,
blackaut fatrics, Bning & a selection
of ready made curtaint & becspads

DPENING TIMES
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