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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
HECKMONDWIKE & CARLINGHOW CC 
 
The Early Years  
 

UPPER CHAPEL 
 

ORIGINS 
 

Heckmondwike and Carlinghow United Cricket Club was 
not founded under this name.  
 

 
 

In 1890 Upper Independent Chapel was built on Chapel 
Lane, Heckmondwike, and it was this institution that gave 
rise to Upper Chapel Cricket Club - that later merged with 
a Carlinghow cricket club to form Heckmondwike and 
Carlinghow United Cricket Club.  
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RELIGIOUS 
FOUNDATIONS 

EARLY DAYS 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The construction of Upper Independent Chapel 
led to the formation of the cricket team. The 
church gave the local community a meeting 
place where they could arrange social and 
leisure events such as cricket matches.  
 

Early members of the team are likely to have 
been closely associated with the church. Later 
evidence suggests that this was also the case 
many years thereafter.  
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The original ground is still used today and is situated on 
Chapel Lane, Heckmondwike. 
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BUSY BEES…AND 
CRICKETERS! 

 

1892 – FIRST MENTION 
 

The first mention of a ‘Cricket Club’ came in Upper 
Chapel literature of 1892. 
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SPORTING 
CONGREGATION 

 

1897 - MANUAL 
 

Links to the church in the early years were clearly very 
strong.  
 

The Upper Independent Chapel ‘manual’ for 1897 shows 
that many people were initially attracted to the cricket 
club… and through this then became attached also to the 
church.  
 

 
 

The church encouraged the young men of the team to 
join their church and Sunday School. 
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GAMES FOR ALL! 
 

CRICKET ETC 
 

Cricket was not the only sport that the church 
encouraged. 
 

Church manuals dating as far back as the early 1900s 
carry reports about other sports clubs. The bowling club 
dates back to around 1920 and a tennis club was set up 
in 1922.  
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  MIXED FORTUNES 
 

1922 – UPS AND DOWNS 
 

This was a very interesting season for Upper Chapel 
C.C.. It was not a successful season from a financial 
point of view but the playing record was the exact 
opposite.  
 

The 1st XI finished 3rd in the league table, with the 2nd XI 
finishing 3rd in their division.  
 

FIRST ELEVEN: 
PLAYED 24; WON 10; LOST 6; DRAWN 8 

 
SECOND ELEVEN: 

PLAYED 24; WON 13; LOST 5; DRAWN 6 
 

 

 
 

 
However, attendances at home matches was very poor. 
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TRIUMPHANT 
THIRTIES 

 

1937 – SPEN VALLEY LEAGUE WINNERS 
 

 
 

The 1930s witnessed the start of a ‘boom’ period. In 1937 
they achieved their first major success as the winners of 
the Spen Valley League. 
 

Do you recognise any of the 14 faces? And who are the 
four people not dressed in whites? 
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PRIDE OF  
THE CLUB! 

 

1939 – HERALD CUP WINNERS 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Page 10 of 11 
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk 

 

 
 
Upper Chapel Cricket Club continued to flourish during 
the 1930s.  
 

In the last summer of peacetime – 1939 – they scooped 
the Herald Cup. 

 
 

 
 

 



Page 11 of 11 
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk 

 

WARTIME WOES 
 

1940 – DIFFICULT PERIOD 
 

 
 

The beginning of the Second World War led to many 
problems for Upper Chapel Cricket Club, as it did for 
most of the clubs at this time.  
 
The War meant that the Club found it extremely hard to 
raise a side.  
 

 
 

 


