
THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
HECKMONDWIKE & CARLINGHOW CC 
 
The Later Years  

WELCOME HOME, 
BOYS! 

 

1946 – RETURN OF PLAYERS 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

1946 was a year of joy for many with the ending 
of the War. However, as the Upper Chapel 
Manual shows, on returning from the forces, 
many ex-players were shocked at the state of 
the pitch and pavilion! 
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RENAISSANCE MEN 
 

POST-WAR YEARS: RE-FORMATION 
 

This shock led to the re-formation of the Club, to 
work on the ground and other matters. A meeting of 
interested parties led not only to the re-start of the 
cricket club but the foundation of the now well-
known church youth movement: U.C.Y.O. 

 

   

 
 

Work was done on the field and pavilion. The Club 
was indebted to many non-players and also to the 
church for their financial backing during this time of 
need. 
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The Club welcomed back many old members and 
also encouraged new members to join. They now 
had the confidence to maintain the good name of 
Upper Chapel teams before them. The Club also 
stressed the importance of non-playing members – 
they had been crucial in the immediate post-war 
years. 

 
 
 

 
 

This photo shows a happy cricket team! It also 
demonstrates the importance of ‘non-players’ at the 
Club. They supported and encouraged the players, 
and also helped with the running of the Club. Can 
you put a name to any faces? 
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THE INVINCIBLES! 
 

1947 – UNDEFEATED! 
 

The hard work of the late summer of 1946, put in by 
the members of the re-formed cricket club, was 
justly rewarded during the 1947 season.  
 
The Club’s 1946 aim to keep up the high standards, 
and follow in the footsteps of its forbears, had 
clearly been achieved. In 1947 Upper Chapel lost 
no games at all! 
 

        
 

They won the Batley & District Sunday School 
League Cup and the Batley & District Sunday 
School Challenge Cup. This was a great 
achievement considering that the Club were still in 
the process of reform.  
 
The season saw them playing on half the original 
playing area and changing in the Sunday School 
rooms. 
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This photo shows the undefeated team with 
their magnificent two trophies. It is important 

to note that the vicar is also pictured here with 
the team. This was a Club that was church-

based when formed, and the church was 
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SWINGING SIXTIES! 
 

1962 – CUP WINNERS! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

UPPER CHAPEL - 81 
CROSS BANK - 24 

In July 1962 Upper Chapel won the Batley & District 
Sunday School final at Mount Pleasant against Cross Bank 

Methodists. 
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STAR RISING? 
 

1966/9/1970 – DEWSBURY LEAGUE 
 

In 1966 the Batley Cricket League folded and Upper 
Chapel joined the Dewsbury & District League in 
Section ‘C’. The League handbook shows that in 
1969 the Club won Section ‘C’ and thus entered 
Section ‘B’ for the 1970 season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 9 of 11 
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk 

 

YO-YO TEAM 
 

1970s -  UPS AND DOWNS 
 

By 1974 the Club had been relegated to Section ‘C’. 
Throughout this decade the Club yo-yoed between 
Sections ‘B’ and ‘C’. Again, in 1977 the Club gained 
promotion to Section ‘B’ but were relegated at the 
end of the 1978 season.   
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In mid-decade the side was based around three 
families: the Sykeses, Walkers and Aspinalls. It is 
significant that the woman scorer is related to one 
of the players. 
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