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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 
 

MIRFIELD CC 
 
The Early Years 
 

Ground work 
 

1863 – FIRST CLUB AGM 
 
This early newspaper cutting – wedged in between items 
relating to Mirfield Prosecution Society and Mirfield Cotton 
Districts Relief Fund – from 9 May 1863 tells us that Club 
membership stood at 66, the cricket field was being 
‘levelled and re-laid’, and Gomersal Perseverance Club 
were soon to be challenged in a friendly fixture. 
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68 plays 65… 
 

1863 – BEATEN BY THORNHILL LEES CHURCH 
INSTITUTE 

 
This was an early-season encounter staged at Mirfield’s 
‘excellent ground’. The scores were low – to be expected 
given the rudimentary state of ground-maintenance 
equipment – and Lees just came out on top. The day was 
rounded off with a single-wicket match. 
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Money, Money… 
 

1882 – FUNDRAISING EFFORT 
 
Mirfield Town Hall was the venue for one of the Cricket 
Club’s big events – a fundraising ‘Entertainment’. This 
sounds like an evening of variety and cabaret, with all 
proceeds going to a cricketing cause. 
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TA, MR INGHAM! 
 

1895 – ANNUAL REPORT 
 

 
 
The Club’s Annual Report revealed that a Mr Ingham had 
paid £370 to build the Club a new pavilion. He had also 
come to the Club’s rescue when, at the end of Season 
1894, the Club had been forced to re-locate due to the 
construction of Heaton Lodge and the Wortley Railway. 
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In the Press… 
 

1904 – ‘CRICKETERS’ TALES’ 
 
By the first decade of the twentieth century, cricket was 
receiving its fair share of column inches in the local paper. 
 

 
 


