THE CRICKET

MIRFIELD PARISH CC

The Later Years
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MIRFIELD PARISH CHURCH CHICHET CLUB

Application for Lean of Ground
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Can anyone help us to date this significant Club document?
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1'7 Articles

CLUB RULES

This is a set of rules issued by the old Mirfield Parish
Cricket Club. Rule 2 is probably the most significant: ‘That
the Vicar of Mirfield (if willing) be President of the Club,
and the Assistant-Clergy Vice-Presidents’. This confirms

the Club-Church link, but also gives the Vicar an ‘opt-out’ if
he so desires!
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HAT-TRICK!

1967 - DEWSBURY & DISTRICT LEAGUE CHAMPS

MIRFIELD P.C.
AGAIN
CHAMPIONS

In 1967 Mirfield Parish won the Dewsbury & District League
title for the third time in a row under the captaincy of K.
Blackburn.

What is interesting is the array of clubs in Section A with
Mirfield Parish Church: works teams (Birstall Carpets,
Wormalds & Walker), a team representing early Asian

immigrants (Muslim CC), and another church team
(Dewsbury Salem CC).

Note also that Mirfield Parish Church 2" XI finished 5" in
Section ‘B’.
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Suit-and-Tie!
1948 — ANNUAL DINNER

The ‘Annual Dinner’ is an important part of any Cricket
Club’s life. Here we see 11 guests at the Mirfield Parish CC
‘do’ of 1948 (a famous cricketing year, when Bradman and
his Australian Tourists team made such an impression in
England).

THE REP'DRTER & NEWS

CHURCH CRICKETERS AT DINNER

Memhers of Mirfield Parish Chureh Crickel Club at their snnpas) dinner on Satur-
doy. Seated in the centre is the guest speaker, Mr. Cecll Booth, and to his right
the Rev. E. Q. Hargraves (Viear of Mirfield and President of the Club), .

Note the Vicar (also Club President) on the front row — a
sure sign that the Club-Church relationship was strong in
this period.

In the summer of 1948 Parish won the Jessop Cup and the
Coronation Shield under the captaincy of H. Smith.
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Parish V.1I.P.s

Committee members discussing club business are (left to right) Mr.
¥, Heecley, Mr. E. Maskill (mm}, Mr. S. R. Smith, Mr, W. H,
Axhpool (treasurer) and Mr. H.

Do you recognise any of these faces?

Practics night at the Parish, ) 4 = .
E:;ﬂs, stumiper Rodney English m.',"t:i‘.l"ﬁ,'-;h;w the “ kill

are {loft to right) Stanley Smith, Denald

is John Mallinzan, sooond team), George Hirst and Kenneth tackson. Bat-

Page 5 of 12
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




Pianists & Polish!

1959 —- BALANCE SHEET |

Mirfield Parish were busy in 1959. They paid out £1 10s for
a pianist — to play at their annual dinner - and the same
amount for some French polish!

They also gained two unexpected items of income:. a
donation of 4s and a payment of 10s from Wormalds &
Walkers as compensation for a missed fixture.
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Coaching & Cleaning!

1967 — BALANCE SHEET I

In 1967 the Club gained more money from donations. They
also seemed to host a West Riding cricket coaching
session, which made them £14.

‘Cleaning’ was a new item of expenditure in 1967, and they
were also forced to invest in a ‘towel’ for 5s 6d.
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CHICKENLEY DUEL

1967 —- CROWTHER CUP FINAL

1967 was a good year for Mirfield Parish: they won Section
‘A’ of the Dewsbury & District League, and also scooped
the prize for ‘best performance in last seven League
matches’. They also reached the final of the Crowther Cup.
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CLUB ON THE UP

1970/2 — INTERESTING DEVELOPMENTS
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In 1970 Parish put forward plans to build a new pavilion.
In 1972 they started eating tripe to improve their on-field
performance!
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FIRST CENTURY!

3 OCTOBER 1980 — CLUB CENTENARY

CRICKE
KNOCKS

JONE HUNDRED vears agh, &
group of choirboys decided (o
torm a8 crickel team! simply
Hor  their amusement. The
club they formed was called
Mirfleld Parish Cricketr Club
From its unlikely be mnmg
the  tesm has grown! and
become - Gne
5tr€lnge.5t and most su:c:.nrﬁiui

:‘md on Friday,
.celebrated its centenary Al
The Marmaville Country Club
with & dinner sng dance —
and their special guest was
former England and Somerset
player, Brian Cloge, [

For more than Th Years
local  peopls have '-\-'ali;hm{
rricket played on the pittur-
esque ground in Dunbotfle
Lane. This pitch iz a/marked
pontrast to their previows one
at Primrose Farm in Crossley
Lane, which subsided due Lo
nearby-coal workings!

. Things have changed since
they first  moved fo ' this
ground “The players] origin-
ally had no pavillon qnd: had

the Lnenrhy

the ¢lub

to . change  in

public house, The Sheppers
Arms, now Lréﬂ] converted to
collagoes. |
Eventually, & smiall quillun

of - Mirfield's

CL

© By dmus
MAGUIRE

was built Lnd fater a tea room
was added, 'which was -also
used ns & committee and store
mnrn,

Since themw the club has
prospered. hut haent had s
tompletely 5 thrun. I'm the
summer of iifE‘-'i a large hole
suddenly  appeared, where
erotndsmn| (Harold  Smith
was cutting phe grass. It was
at least six feet in diameter
and 12 feel desp.s

Tons of rubble were used to
fill, the hole and membérs
gave up their time in order to
have the ground ready for &
gami the following Saturday.

The calise of the trowble
was due to' a/tip at the bottom
of the ground. In 1877 the

whale wickel had to be releid”

ata cost of £5,000, when it was
found that parts of the pitch
had begun [0 ripple-and. sink
in . places| Apain the dedics-

- thon . ‘'of Lhr: members, non-

members 'apd| ground | staff

ensured that Illln piteh  wax

reseued. [

During the past dgeade, the
1

B

UP 100

club  has made Inrge ateps
forward, - with: npew ' mnd
improved facilities:

For many years the Prasi
dent was. the Viear of Mir
field, -bat in recemt times
local businessmen have hel
the office — al present it Is:
Mr, Bill O'Donnel], of Ogsett

But at Mirfield Parish_ the
members have made sure that
crickel -is not -totally male
daminated, They have a good
ladies" section.

Owver the years the ciub
have - won~ more  than 50
trophies. Including the Crow-
ther Cup which they won last
year. Since the war, the club’s
dayers have ‘won o the
Bague’s and President’s bat-
ting,” howling,
keeping individual  prizes on
26 oocasions,

Many  Test and . County
cricketars . have alsh visited
the club including Geoff Boy-
cott, <Ray. [Mingworth, and
John Edrich. Forelgn players
have also come o ri?e grovmnd
including  Wasim HRaja an
Madan Lal.

During the club's centena
year, they are holdi né: benefit
avenings for Geofl) Cope and
HErriL Leadbarter.

Brian Close
iright}) at the
centenary

> dipmer with
Mr. Brian
Tattersileld
oo(left), -
treasurer, Mr.
Bill 'Danncll,
gn':lsldenl. Mr.

} i Balmforth,
i secretary, and
| 4 Mr., Richard
I " Ingham and
! Mr. Harry
Fretwell,
Sl second and
ol First team

and | wickel- |

Ll |
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1982 — LEEDS LEAGUE ACHIEVEMENT

Title

Champions!

success =
at first. -

,Church

'1

attempt

MIRFIELD Pavrish
celebrated
their first season in the
Leeds - and District
League hy -¢linching
the second division title
following twe fine wing
over thé weekend.

On  Saturday they
crutsed o a len-wicket
vietory al  Garforth,
dismissing  the hdme
leam far 93 and
knocking off the rons
inonly 228 overs.’

Fretwell 5.3 and
Woolard (3-16) tore the
heart oul of the Gar-
forth innings and
Farish openers Layeock
{42 notl vul) ‘and Lumhb

{45 notl out) w;n- kot b

impgreat form.

Layeock went wilh-
oul  scoring  apalnst
Leeds Police on Sunday

hul Lumh (46) was.

agaln in good touch and
with Waglard hitting 35
and Fretwell  can
unbeateén 4% Parish
made lght work of a
tarpet of 136,

Earlier - Fredwell
(3-340) had reduced
Leeds Police to 58-6 and
although a stand of 78
hetween  spark  and
Chippendale gave (he
setopreline " some
respectability the last
four wickets fell wih-
oul @ run being added.
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Legend Pops In

1984 — SIR GEOFFREY IN TOWN

[ Boycdtt ||
OPERNS new
extensmn |

Last night was n big oceasig -
EhneLastss 1 scsson o Wyt P et o,

Tar “'I! M&hum and nlﬂm
Bmany waa Yorkshi nsions and perf
‘r'nl'hhh committes, :Fﬁglum eficheter Geolf hzm" Boyeots arming the npmin.g

hi) with Mirfigid pabltey oW a member of the
presidant Bill o ME:- i tary John Bamforth ﬂa!lr and
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Three years later, in 1987, Mirfield Parish Cavaliers
CC was born following a ‘merger’ between Mirfield
Parish Church CC and Dewsbury Cavaliers CC
(another local team that was on the verge of folding).
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