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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 
 

MOORLANDS CC 
 
The Early Years 
 

Go West Town! 
 

ORIGINS 
 

Moorlands were originally founded as a church cricket team 
in 1884. Their full title was Dewsbury Moorlands Methodist 
Church Cricket Club and they were based at the Church in 
West Town. They played in the Sunday School League; 
there was a big link between church and cricket team.  
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In fact there was a rubric which said that in order to play 
members of the cricket club had to attend either the 
Moorlands Methodist Sunday School or Church services.  
 
Young men were issued with an 'attendance card', which 
had to be stamped each Sunday they attended.  
 

 
 
In turn, this enabled the Church authorities to determine 
whether individual players were eligible for cricketing duty. 
This ritual eventually proved to be the undoing of the 
Church-Cricket Club connection.  
 
In the 1950s the relationship broke down and Dewsbury 
Moorlands dropped the 'Methodist Church' from their title, 
and went it alone. 
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Defeated friends 
 

25 MAY 1884 – LOCAL DERBY 
 
This is one of the first recorded fixtures involving Dewsbury 
Moorlands – played at Bank Top against another local 
team known as Dewsbury Friends.  
 
Moorlands won by 6 runs, but the fact that a total of only 60 
runs were scored in the match tells us something about the 
state of pitches – and batting techniques! – in the late 
nineteenth century. 
 

 
 

Dewsbury Reporter, 1884 
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2nd XI Silverware 
 

1933 – WHITLEY LOWER VANQUISHED 
 
Again it was a low-scoring affair, and again Moorlands just 
won out. The Dewsbury & District League 2nd XI Cup was 
on its way to the Moorlands trophy cabinet. 
 

 
 

Dewsbury Reporter, 1933 
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Tight Victory 
 

1935 – FINAL TRIUMPH 
 
Moorlands carried on their winning ways, and in 1935 
defeated Brownhill at Hanging Heaton to net the Dewsbury 
& District League 1st XI Championship. 
 

 
 

Dewsbury Reporter, 1935 
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Female umpire 
 

ELSIE’S BIG MOMENT 
 
 

 
 
Mrs Elsie Cummings – wife of Gilbert – was tea lady and 
scorer at Moorlands for many years, and even helped out 
as umpire. 
 


