THE CRICKET

MOORLANDS CC

The Early Years

Go West Town!
ORIGINS

Moorlands were originally founded as a church cricket team
iIn 1884. Their full title was Dewsbury Moorlands Methodist
Church Cricket Club and they were based at the Church in
West Town. They played in the Sunday School League;
there was a big link between church and cricket team.
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In fact there was a rubric which said that in order to play
members of the cricket club had to attend either the
Moorlands Methodist Sunday School or Church services.

Young men were issued with an 'attendance card', which
had to be stamped each Sunday they attended.

In turn, this enabled the Church authorities to determine
whether individual players were eligible for cricketing duty.
This ritual eventually proved to be the undoing of the
Church-Cricket Club connection.

In the 1950s the relationship broke down and Dewsbury
Moorlands dropped the 'Methodist Church' from their title,
and went it alone.
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Defteated friends

25 MAY 1884 — LOCAL DERBY

This is one of the first recorded fixtures involving Dewsbury
Moorlands — played at Bank Top against another local
team known as Dewsbury Friends.

Moorlands won by 6 runs, but the fact that a total of only 60
runs were scored in the match tells us something about the
state of pitches — and batting techniques! — in the late
nineteenth century.
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| not out 8; H. Talbot, b Whit

e 0; J. J. Taylor, not
out 6; extras 3, —total for 2 wi 43 .
DEWABURY MOORLANDE ¥,
Pliyed at Bauk-Top. Beors:—
Dewsbury Moorlands. —A. Den 5, H. Hiret 0, B. Cock-
ing 4, M. Leather 0, L. Tunnicliffe [] A Tate 18, F. Firth 1,
J. Kit-gn 0, A. Wood 3, A. Kitaltm'§, H. Ineson (not out)l,
extran 2 ; —totu] 34.

.mlj ity FRIENDS —

Dewabnry Friends.—.J. (Iarforthjl, 1T “’hitll;urthzi. ;

W.Knowles 8, E Law i, H Webs
Beals 1, H. Marsden 6, 4. J. Wilkis
oat) 2, M. Clarkseén 1, extras 4 ;-
HEALRY v. Loncwoop (2nd ele
wood., Hcore:—
Healey. —To'som 7, Dennis 3, M
(not out) 28, Fenton 4, Preston !
Asauith 15, Byken 3% total 68,

1, J. H. Jagger 0, A,
on 2, J. Isavidson (not

rnlay 0, Lister 8, Jowitt

({1ngham 0; Crowther 1,

Dewsbury Reporter, 1884
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2nd XI Silverware

1933 — WHITLEY LOWER VANQUISHED

Again it was a low-scoring affair, and again Moorlands just
won out. The Dewsbury & District League 2nd XI Cup was
on its way to the Moorlands trophy cabinet.

r—

' DEWSBURY AND DISTRICT LEAGUE,
MOORLANDYS W I;‘T-E‘-CUN D ELEBVENS

D, | CUP.

Dewsbury Muoorlands vere successful in de-
feating Whitley Lower in the final of the
Secoud Elevens' Cup Compeiition on Monday
and Tuesday evenings on the Ravansthorpe Con-:
gregationals’  ground, Though they scorsd
vy 48 - Auty (10) was top scorer—Moorlands
were able to dismiss tleir opponents for %8, no
player reaching  double  fignres. H. Har-
wieaves was clielly responaible for the collapse,
witlh seven wicketa for 10 rops. Scores: 2

Maoaor i it 1%

Wik ,Imjle: > . !,-.h.'|:f:.r:’ ]E; 111::;:[ 4-:51', %‘:.“ﬁm !;;

. i”l-tu.ﬂ.‘ln-]. 2,10 Aspuith, b Cleveland 4 e 1 . , ok,
b 1% Wilson, 3, E. Watsan, Ibw, b 1. Wilson, 270y gy

Kitasn, e oist, B A, Praee, o Crosskand, b Bembor, 3o
H. Oarr, « Senjor, b Parker, 1: 0 Fisher, ot ouk, Of
cxtras, 5 Toil, 48,

Whitley Lower, N ‘haye, o . Kilson, b T T :
47 W. Huige, Ibw, b H.m.;'zmvm, 4 11 t'h*t:-u]E—Td, ') ﬁ-l-.-l
son, I lLargroaves, 0:; W, Bentor, b} Tedves, 4 J
Cates, b Hargreaves, 0; W, Cleveland, b Asquith 4 IJ:!:
Parker, b Huwrgreaves, 5; G. H Haigh, o Fisher, b»
Asquith, 1. P Wilssn, b Asquith, 0: N, Hirst, et :

1, I Wilscn, b largrmaves, extrem, 2 Total 28

Dewsbury Reporter, 1933
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Tight Victory

1935 — FINAL TRIUMPH

Moorlands carried on their winning ways, and in 1935
defeated Brownhill at Hanging Heaton to net the Dewsbury
& District League 1st XI Championship.

— Y
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Dewsbury Reporter, 1935
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Female umpire

ELSIE'S BIG MOMENT

The Wife Again Has The Last
Word

What would cricket be like if we had women umpires?

Mo doubt the decistons made
would be no less controversial
than those made by male Wm-
LT85
: Thls was proved recently, when
Wirs. Elsie Gummings, an enthu-
slpstic cricket Imn, of Princess
Rpad, Chickenley, was asxed 10
umpire & Dewsbury and District
loague  match Between  Boar-
lands secornd Xl and Birstall Carr
Milie gscond XI because the
appointed umpire failed 10
Arrive. '

Vory few women, I shouid
imagine, can boast of having
umpired a Iriendly mateh, et
alone @ legrus mateh.

But perhaps i womemn Um-
plres bechme popRlsr some bate-
men might refrain (rom making
wild gesticulations amd glaring
stares when given out by &
ghppely blonde Nmpire.

A MANS JOB

But Mrs. Cummings has Lo
desire ta become o regular Um-
plre. “It's =& man's pame, and
umpiring is & man’s job, 50 leava
it to them.' she said.

A soorer TOF MANY FEArs h=i o
Moorland's mmmlm}s‘.l. m-i;,frm'
miings hes vmplr omce ore,
hutgfhe tells E}E thet aithough
she s very keen on oricket and

wabches goames quite regulurly,
;' che has never played cricket and
never wiil.

«T do not ke o &Gce WOEL
plyying men's games,” ghe aald.
“They can be just as nseful mak-
£ ing tems in the packpround,
E javher than playlog oo the
£ field,” she added,

When did she start taking an
interest in ecricket? ‘When she
met her husband, M, Gllbert
Cunumings, 18 years ago, and be-
gan to support his cricket team.
“at fivst 1 wsed to take my Enit-
ting," she said, “uniil I ‘was
asked to be scorer, and now I
wouldn't miss a mateh fof any-
thing,"” she added.

An official of the Dewsbury
and District League told me
this week that Mrs, Cummings
had done exceptionally well and
hoth sides had been guite satis
fled with her decisions,

Footnote—1 da not think Mr.
Cummings, who was playing for
Moorlands ond X1, will give such
glowing reports on her perfor-
mance. &he gave him out,

i

™

*

Mrs Elsie Cummings — wife of Gilbert — was tea lady and

scorer at Moorlands for many years, and even helped out
as umpire.
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