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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
SPEN VICTORIA CC 
 
The Later Years  
 

CAN YOU NAME THE 
YEAR? 

 

UNDATED TEAM PHOTOGRAPH 
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POST-WAR HEROES 
 

1950s – TRIO OF TEAM PHOTOS 
 
 

 
1951 

 

 
1954 
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1957 
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MAKING HISTORY 
 

LOCAL CRICKET RESEARCH 
 

The 2005 HLF Cricket Heritage Project follows in the 
footsteps of others keen to enquire into the history and 
social history of Spen Victoria C.C.. 
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SUCCESS AND 
FAILURE! 

 

1968/9 – LEAGUE AND CUP 

Spen were celebrating in 1968 with promotion to the top 
division of the Bradford League. 

      

 But they succumbed in the semi-final of the Priestley 
Cup. 
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The Boys of ‘68 
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1969 
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GOING UP! 
 

1979 – PROMOTION SUCCESS 
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NATIONAL FAME! 
 

1988 – MAGAZINE COVERAGE 
 
 

 



Page 11 of 22 
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk 
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SOLLY’S BOYS 
 

1990 – PRIESTLEY CUP WIN 
 
 

 
 

Spen beat Pudsey St. Lawrence in 1990 to lift the 
prestigious Priestley Cup trophy.  
 
Three members of the Solly Adam-skippered team went 
on to play first-class cricket: John Wood (Durham and 
Lancashire), Tim Walton (Northants and Essex) and 
Mike Smith (Gloucester and England). 
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LOVE AND 
AFFECTION 

 
VOLUNTEER FORCE 

 
In recent years Club stalwart Harry Hoyle and a group of 
volunteers have tidied up Spen Lane premises on a 
daily basis. Maybe that’s why the ground always looks 
so attractive… 
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CUP MAGIC! 
 

1990s – TROPHY AFTER TROPHY 

Spen won two Heavy Woollen Cups in 1996 and 1998 
and gained a promotion in 2000. 
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Heavy Woollen Cup Winners 1998 
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VISA NIGHTMARE 
 

2004 – ANJUM SETBACK 
 

In 2004 the Spen club were involved a long-running 
saga involving an Indian professional (Rao Anjum), an 
elusive travel visa and the British High Commission.  
 
At the time, Club spokesman Alan Birkinshaw said: ‘A 
series of circumstances have conspired against us 
and we must now move on. In the fullness of time 
we will reflect on the whole episode and look at our 
policy with regard to the signing of overseas 
players.’ 
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SET-PIECE 
OCCASION 

 
2004 – CROWTHER CUP FINAL 

 
Spen Lane hosted the 2004 Crowther Cup final. And the 
marquees were out in force. 
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INTO CYBERSPACE! 

 
CLUB TODAY 

 
Today the Club has a thriving junior section, a wonderful 
website, and Spen Lane always looks a picture. 
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