THE CRICKET

THORNHILL CC

The Early Years

BROAD CHURCH

1861 - ORIGINS

Vs

This photo below shows Thornhill's first ground, where
Valley Road Estate now stands. The Club played here
between around 1861 and 1887.

However, the earliest newspaper reports that can be
found for Thornhill cricket matches date from 1887.
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In the beginning Thornhill Cricket Club was connected to
Thornhill Parish Church.

Painting by Peter Hammond:
http://www.phammond.co.uk/gal5.html

Indeed, in the 1880s the church magazine made regular
mention of the cricket club, and on one occasion actually
referred to it as 'our cricket club’. In this era the church
also had a band - and sometimes 800 local folk would

accompany the band on its trips.

Page 2 of 27
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




IT°’S A KNOCKOUT!

1883 — INAUGURAL HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP

Although then a junior club, Thornhill entered the
inaugural competition for the Heavy Woollen Cup.

According to the Cleckheaton Advertiser it was one of the
clubs that improved its standing through its participation
in the cup competition.
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MOVING MOMENT

1887 — THE COMBS

The Club moved to its present ground in 1887.

In the early days, the ground covered 6 acres, 1 rood and
20 perches, and the Club paid a rent to the Savile Estate.

The venue came to be known as The Combs after the
former Combs Colliery.
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The Club’s HO today

Archdeacon Brooke put the Club on a sound basis in the
early days as well as entertaining the famous Grace

brothers whenever Gloucestershire played at Savile
Town.,
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MATCH ABANDONED!

1887 - FIRST NEWSPAPER REPORTS

Thornhill v Healey is one of the earliest recorded
matches in the Club’s history.

According to the Dewsbury Reporter Thornhill had put up
a good match and would have won if the match had been
allowed to go on.

However, they do not give the reason as to why the
match had to be abandoned.

| THORNHILL v, HEALEY. (Fimst Tmm}
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An early group of Healey cricketers
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WOMEN ON TOP!

1887 — LADIES CRICKET

1887 also witnessed a women’s cricket match being
played at Thornhill Cricket Club - an unusual event for
the era.

LADIES MATCH AT THORNHILL.
Played at Thorahill on Baturday. BScore—

HIHE A. §awzon's. : Hise E. IEACKLETON AL
Miss K.Oategb Mre Kaye 4| Miss E Bhackleton run
Miss A Popplewell rom out 0 out 2
’tIrl R Sowerby b Mrs Miss E Ogles b Mrs Wm.

- Haye 0 Oatas 1
HmLAHerm:tﬂut\n Mra G H Oatez b Miss
Miss M Tankard rnnout ., '1 Bealor 1
Mr=z O Oates b Mra Eija 4 | Mina A Oates h Miss Senfor 4
MrasJ E Wood b Mrs Dun- Miss Rowley runcat ... 3

ford : 15 | Mias L, Ontsn ot oul < I#
Miss % A Skackleton not Mrs Dunford run out 0

ont 3| Mra ram out 2
Mrs W, T Ontesabsent ... 0| Mrs G arbl[m.E;E
Wood 1
7 , 20

B e,

The match resulted in a draw, with each team scoring all-
out totals of 27.
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The Dewsbury Chronicle reported that the ‘novel cricket
match’ had generated a ‘great amount of interest’ and
that ‘there were nine players on each side and out of
this number no fewer than seven lost their wickets’.

The loss of wickets and subsequent low scores were put
down to the fact that some of the women were ‘too
anxious to run’.

THORNHILL |

hE :L &:mdﬁriahb match was playeu on the Thorm-
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PEACE OF
THE ACTION!

1887 — FACTS & FIGURES

Although there were no official league competitions in
this period, the newspapers in 1887 did print the end-of-
year averages of the local cricket teams.

'] g' r ¥ e (s .. e -
AV PCREBOKET.
THORNHILL 'CRICKET OLUB AVERM}IES.-@
Finst HiBVEN, i
Matches played 19, won 7, lost 7, drawn J.
BiTTING.
Ne.of Times lslr: in i?‘:.l' s
Inmings. notowt am [nngs. .
W, Peace.....c.o. 15 18 | ast 218 149
8. Oates ......... i9 0 4% a8 1210
W. Oates......... 14 0 52 180 118
C. Brooks ...... 11 3 ﬁ*’ 126 115
J. Brooke......... P 3 23 103
Rev Hutchings T 0 30 6. 9 .
J. Hinchliffe .., 13 0 9 117 9 4
W. Longbottom 4 1 16 3) 7:2%
Bumbeddt ...... 11 0 21 T4 68
R. Walker ...... 8 1 22 49 61
. Gooder ...... 14 . 3 17 12 52
i. Blackburn 8 0 13 28 44
(. Hepworth 11 1 7 41 38
Henry Hill ...... 45%
Dr Davies ...... 2 '] 4
E. Dates L
¥ Hignifiea not ouf,
BowLINg.
0. M. H. Ww. A.
C. Braoks...... 148 33 319 41 T32
W. Peace...... 153 N 22 44 B8 738
J. Hinchliffe 34 T 115 14 B3
;. Gooder ... T4 13 189 18 lug
W. Oates...... 14 4 20 2 10
Walker......... 28 ‘8 75 ™ 105
8 Oates ...... 3 2 87 5 132
G. Hepworth 21 3 38 1 38
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SERCOND EL!?’IH.—-BLT‘;[TL :
toches 12, won T, lost .
= th;fad Iim Mostin Totwi No
J Inaings not an langs ufl run:_n Avga
W. Gooder...... 3 i | 25 72 24
A. Booth......... 4 0 32 54 13-2 |
F. Wyper ...... 5 2 32+ 83 12-3
C. Clegg .+vv-veee ) 0 29 56 9-2
A. Barber ...... O 1) 17 47 b-2
3 Ek:lmﬁt*id 9 #] 41 11 32
K, Booth.. A 0 33 o8 7-2
W. E!-eniﬂr enees 10 1 24% 52 5-2
W. Liomgbottom 8 0 15 48 54|
F. Blackburn... & 1 10# @7 4-3
J. W. Longbattom T U 9 25 34
W. Wainwright 4 0 8 g 2
BowLiNG, l
Overs Mdns Bons Whkts. Avge
W. 8enior........ . 43 13 Bl i 3-15
W. Longbottom 31 8 86 10 68
. P W'j' 48 12 B2 13 8-10 |
| nghottom 50 10 103 16 8-13
| % Bignifles not out. - . 0 o
| —.—“-.l i dilad 3

The low batting reflect the state of the chkets in this

period, but W. Peace did well to average almost 15 runs
per innings.
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ANYONE FOR TENNIS?

1889 — SPORT FOR ALL

In 1889 the Club underwent the first of its major name
changes: from Thornhill Cricket Club to Thornhill Cricket
& Lawn Tennis Club.
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HAT-TRICK HEROES!

1890s — TREBLE SUCCESS

Thornhill Cricket & Lawn Tennis Club were the
successful winners of the Waddington Cup three years
running - in 1892, 1893 and 1894.
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FLAT CAPS AND
CRICKET BATS

1893 — CLUB STARS

This is an early Thornhill Cricket Club team photograph
from 1893.

T L
. W .

Posiblv f eam who won the 1893 Waddington
Cup

Note:

© The fact that there are 16 men on the photo: 12
players plus four Club officials?

© The ties on display — these were probably
ornamental, and not worn out on the field.
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FROM WAKEFIELD
TO DEWSBURY

1896 — LEAGUE SWITCH

Thornhill exited the Wakefield & District League in 1896,
swapping allegiances to the Dewsbury & District League.

Thereafter they plied their trade in the Heavy Woollen
District League, the Yorkshire Council and the Central
Yorkshire League — where they reside today.
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BOWLERS JOIN THE
BOWLERS & THE BATTERS

1909 — BOWLERS ARRIVE

In 1909 the Club embraced the local crown green

bowlers — hence the name change to Thornhill Cricket &
Bowling Club.

This moniker was to stand the test of time.
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FIRST ORDERS

1911 — BAR OPENS

1911 was a big year for local cricket-watchers as the
Club installed a bar. Spectators could now sit in the sun
and watch the cricket.

Picnic tables enable modern-day cricket-watchers to
follow the action while
having a drink
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DIRTY
DANCING!

1911 — FUNDRAISING
\

Like all cricket clubs Thornhill have had to think of novel
ways to raise money.

In 1924 they decided to hold a dance on the cricket pitch!
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7™ HEAVEN!

1926 — AMAZING FEAT

Thornhill’'s bowler Ellis took 7 wickets for 17 runs in the
game against Gomersal in 1926 — the year of the
General Strike.

Thornhill had totalled 121 — so, when Gomersal went in
to bat Thornhill must have thought that they had lost the
match. But Ellis pulled out all the stops to make sure that
Gomersal only reached 91.
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THORNHILL BOWLER'S FEAT.

The garne between Thaornhil]l and Goniersad oo
Vi dnttor olitb’s wroanmd on Saturday was fea-
Poresl By twa capital bowlig performiances, thial
B of Therphill, being ontstanding in toenl
PN Thornhill had Hrst kooek, and whea
hcie Total stoppead short at 121, Lhome partisans
Eeld the baliet that Gomermsal would succead.
ii-'.ﬂ flies peekonsd s Hout s, wha |1r1|{'1*-|
avodestraeaave o with tie ball Yhat the Bowe

~jfi weas dlistivtsemd for 91 The return of il
was the Lrghant ane of sevon wickats for it
bAg e [ 1 sl B anldedd Lt '.,;I‘Ii:ft.l.-n b4

Crednersad, s contributed a s lendil Bowiing
Florizva ey o pbaviaie o less ban eggnd Tharee
] wpekots ot oo cust O obidy M rins Tl
wir Brats b oeovrse. kbot o down the seoring,

e Mo hatl o, ot Plaornhall, sad Hanson

‘-llr.. af Ciomerz gl wore the imly batsnyen wiy

) anvthineg bl nare St |
Tharfihl) PyddIms aal
I Filis, Y k'r.u_». i By :*I‘: “-i'lhrﬂ., i “'-l|!:‘-1_.zll|,
I Bramikges, = S1arlirieak i iy ., V7
W Haptlla - ok mrarhiroek, ¥ F
Fo Mambinlt  rest oont Bt g nit, bl alste il
o Bparght, b Cravton e sl Ehadwick, o Parkin,
H shraw, o Stone h ' LTI D A fi cemer I
e b A Uvepend, b Ellia 1
FoSpweaght; e Sunpeenrn b 1T A heerer. rman el 7
LTy tan - - T % Sl T i ¥
L Wiper, ¢ Stone, b Sperghy, b Eflis , 1
Cravinn EA & Han:le, e Waler
B oitvrkin, B oCravion O« o, b B T
¥ Lyona, ¢ Huwon, VY N Prkles, ¢ Shaw, Db
trayton | Ear v e IiHia e Tyt e ltbalt
. Wagrhouse, o atul 1) A Baker, ¢ Parkin, b
U7 A tate o 10 'Els _ . A ST
I Halrtepd b Urnvion Dot Stoanw, b Shaw .0
M Crayton, ol oud L. 4
Extras IR ;' FxLrua sy
Total et it BB B TR oo Bl
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The Club suffered transport problems in 1926 due to the
General Strike.

Getting to and from matches proved extremely difficult
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KICKING CONTROVERSY!

1932 — HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP FINAL

The Heavy Woollen Cup centenary brochure explained
that the 1932 final between Thornhill and Birstall was a
memorable struggle.

The umpire who had given out Thornhill's J. Halstead out

lbw was ‘limping and complaining that he had been
kicked on the back of the leg’.

The culprit, it seems, was not detected.
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Birstall

J.Thurmand(c) c.Riley b.Halstead

G.W.Hirst b.Shaw
V.Wilson c.Senior b.Halstead
G.F.Hazell b.Halstead
C.Horne b.Perkins
B."olton b.Halstead
L.Holton c.Riley b.Perkins
W.Goodall run out
R.Stone b.Perkins
J.Burke b.Halstead
W.Cariss not out
Extras
Thornhill
C.Peace c.Wilson b.B.Holton
F.Riley c.Horne b.Cariss
IF.Speight c.B.Holton b.Cariss
H.Perkins not out
J.Senior b.Cariss
H.Macavoy(c) st.Stone b.Cariss
H.Shaw run out
C.Wiper c.Burke b.B.Holton
E.Jubb ¢c.Thurmand b.Cariss
H.Kaye b.Cariss.
J.Halstead lbw b.B.Holton
Extras

Page 23 of 27
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




The 1932 incident also featured in the Dewsbury
Reporter.

CUFP PRESENTATION.

ALLEGED ATTACK ON UMPIRE.

i gl

' At the close of the presentation it was noticed
that Mr. G. Lovatt, of Liversedyge, one of the
| impires in the final, and the one whose decision
dismissed Halstead Jbw, was limping towards |
the pavilion, and he complained baving been
kicked at thé back of the left leg. After re-
ceiving attention in the Birstall dreasing room,
where it was seen he had a hruise just below
the kuee. he was able to walk at with
greater freedom and eventually a man was
asked 0 imto the dreswing room. He com-
lied 'll“itE‘J the request, but demied all know-
Ldgo of the unfortunate incident. ' Mr. Lovatt
a ted the man’s word and the two shook
hn.ngn at parting. 'There the matter ended,
bat it wae a very unpleasant end to a fine

¥ 'rt .
d"IT“h:.Fnta receipts amounted to 288 12s. 3d.
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eavy Woollen Cup
final team

ornhill’s

¥ Can you name the gent in black?

@ How many of the 11 Thornhill players do you
recognise?

© What is the name of the wicketkeeper (front row, far
right), for example?

@ Was it one of these men who kicked the Liversedge-
based umpire?
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UP FOR THE CUP

1942 —- HEAVY WOOLLEN HONOURS

Having competed in the Heavy Woollen Cup since it first
started in 1883, and being finalists on four occasions,
Thornhill finally won the trophy in 1942, as war raged

across Europe.

Thornhill beat Morley by 11 runs at Heckmondwike to
bring the trophy home.

THORNHILL'S GREAT = CRICKET CUP
VICTORY. |

FOURTH FINAL BRINGS SUCCESS :
|
BRILLIANT BOWLING BY JOE BURGIN.

i PEACE'S MAGNIFICENT HATTING.

Iy oEIERYER ")

-----
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Scorwe

O ingnam. b Baryin . e
B Whitefead ¢ C' Peard p Haletond &
D Prive b Burg'=s [
J M Tegqie & R Pease » Purg:s i VO
] Wright ¢ R Prsie v Malviend ... @
J Farrsr jww b Bargn U |
A Brrarey % Burga ' i 1
J Hantaeyp b Burgin . [
P Jesk e b Purgin ) ) &
H. Rornoyuial retired hort L
Rer H M Usborts mod sud i
Enivas — 1
Tota: =S s et 15D
TRORNWILL

(7 Peace paodg oo = | ¥
. Malstwad ¢ Inge b COuborne R -
# Purtier tom owut e
M Perind ¥ b cRpon . !
C Fewewts hit ki b jeckson . ... 0
A BYrme i gt " i1
Extrua = ' |
Tota: ifor ¢ whtar . .. .. 134

The heroes of 1942
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