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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
THORNHILL CC 
 
The Early Years 

 

BROAD CHURCH 
 
 

1861 - ORIGINS 
       

 
 

This photo below shows Thornhill’s first ground, where 
Valley Road Estate now stands. The Club played here 
between around 1861 and 1887.  
 

 
 

However, the earliest newspaper reports that can be 
found for Thornhill cricket matches date from 1887. 
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In the beginning Thornhill Cricket Club was connected to 
Thornhill Parish Church.  
 

 
Painting by Peter Hammond: 

http://www.phammond.co.uk/gal5.html 
 

Indeed, in the 1880s the church magazine made regular 
mention of the cricket club, and on one occasion actually 
referred to it as 'our cricket club'. In this era the church 
also had a band - and sometimes 800 local folk would 
accompany the band on its trips.  
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IT’S A KNOCKOUT! 

 

1883 – INAUGURAL HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP 
 

Although then a junior club, Thornhill entered the 
inaugural competition for the Heavy Woollen Cup. 
 

 
 
According to the Cleckheaton Advertiser it was one of the 
clubs that improved its standing through its participation 
in the cup competition. 
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MOVING MOMENT 
 

1887 – THE COMBS 
 
 

The Club moved to its present ground in 1887. 
 

In the early days, the ground covered 6 acres, 1 rood and 
20 perches, and the Club paid a rent to the Savile Estate.  
 

 
 
The venue came to be known as The Combs after the 
former Combs Colliery. 
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The Club’s HQ today 

 

Archdeacon Brooke put the Club on a sound basis in the 
early days as well as entertaining the famous Grace 
brothers whenever Gloucestershire played at Savile 
Town. 
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MATCH ABANDONED! 
 

1887 - FIRST NEWSPAPER REPORTS 
 
 

Thornhill v Healey is one of the earliest recorded 
matches in the Club’s history. 
 

According to the Dewsbury Reporter Thornhill had put up 
a good match and would have won if the match had been 
allowed to go on.  
 

However, they do not give the reason as to why the 
match had to be abandoned.  
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An early group of Healey cricketers 
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WOMEN ON TOP! 
 

1887 – LADIES CRICKET 
 

 
 

1887 also witnessed a women’s cricket match being 
played at Thornhill Cricket Club - an unusual event for 
the era. 

 

 
 
The match resulted in a draw, with each team scoring all-
out totals of 27. 
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The Dewsbury Chronicle reported that the ‘novel cricket 
match’ had generated a ‘great amount of interest’ and 
that ‘there were nine players on each side and out of 
this number no fewer than seven lost their wickets’. 
 
 

 
 
 

The loss of wickets and subsequent low scores were put 
down to the fact that some of the women were ‘too 
anxious to run’.  
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PEACE OF  
THE ACTION! 

 

1887 – FACTS & FIGURES 
 

Although there were no official league competitions in 
this period, the newspapers in 1887 did print the end-of-
year averages of the local cricket teams.   
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The low batting reflect the state of the wickets in this 
period, but W. Peace did well to average almost 15 runs 
per innings. 
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ANYONE FOR TENNIS? 
 

1889 – SPORT FOR ALL 
 
 

 
 

In 1889 the Club underwent the first of its major name 
changes: from Thornhill Cricket Club to Thornhill Cricket 
& Lawn Tennis Club. 
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HAT-TRICK HEROES! 
 

1890s – TREBLE SUCCESS 
 
 

 
 
 

Thornhill Cricket & Lawn Tennis Club were the 
successful winners of the Waddington Cup three years 
running - in 1892, 1893 and 1894. 
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FLAT CAPS AND 
CRICKET BATS 

 

1893 – CLUB STARS 
 

This is an early Thornhill Cricket Club team photograph 
from 1893.  

 

 
Possibly the team who won the 1893 Waddington 

Cup 
 

Note: 
 

 The fact that there are 16 men on the photo: 12 
players plus four Club officials? 

 

 The ties on display – these were probably 
ornamental, and not worn out on the field. 
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FROM WAKEFIELD 
TO DEWSBURY 

 
 

1896 – LEAGUE SWITCH 

 
Thornhill exited the Wakefield & District League in 1896, 
swapping allegiances to the Dewsbury & District League. 
 

 
 

Thereafter they plied their trade in the Heavy Woollen 
District League, the Yorkshire Council and the Central 
Yorkshire League – where they reside today. 



Page 16 of 27 
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk 

 

 

BOWLERS JOIN THE 
BOWLERS & THE BATTERS 

 
 

1909 – BOWLERS ARRIVE 
 
 

In 1909 the Club embraced the local crown green 
bowlers – hence the name change to Thornhill Cricket & 
Bowling Club. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This moniker was to stand the test of time. 
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FIRST ORDERS 
 

1911 – BAR OPENS 
 

     
 

1911 was a big year for local cricket-watchers as the 
Club installed a bar. Spectators could now sit in the sun 
and watch the cricket.  
 

 

 
Picnic tables enable modern-day cricket-watchers to 

follow the action while  
having a drink 
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DIRTY  

DANCING! 
 

1911 – FUNDRAISING 
 

 
 

Like all cricket clubs Thornhill have had to think of novel 
ways to raise money.   
 

In 1924 they decided to hold a dance on the cricket pitch! 
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7TH HEAVEN! 

 

1926 – AMAZING FEAT 
 

 
 

  
 

Thornhill’s bowler Ellis took 7 wickets for 17 runs in the 
game against Gomersal in 1926 – the year of the 
General Strike.   
 

 

Thornhill had totalled 121 – so, when Gomersal went in 
to bat Thornhill must have thought that they had lost the 
match. But Ellis pulled out all the stops to make sure that 
Gomersal only reached 91.   
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The Club suffered transport problems in 1926 due to the 
General Strike. 
 

 
 

Getting to and from matches proved extremely difficult .
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KICKING CONTROVERSY! 
 

1932 – HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP FINAL 
 
 

The Heavy Woollen Cup centenary brochure explained 
that the 1932 final between Thornhill and Birstall was a 
memorable struggle.   
 

The umpire who had given out Thornhill‘s J. Halstead out 
lbw was ‘limping and complaining that he had been 
kicked on the back of the leg’.   
 

The culprit, it seems, was not detected.  
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The 1932 incident also featured in the Dewsbury 
Reporter. 
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Thornhill’s 1932 Heavy Woollen Cup  

final team 

 
 Can you name the gent in black? 

 
 How many of the 11 Thornhill players do you 
recognise? 

 
 What is the name of the wicketkeeper (front row, far 
right), for example? 

 
 Was it one of these men who kicked the Liversedge-
based umpire? 
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UP FOR THE CUP 
 

1942 – HEAVY WOOLLEN HONOURS 
 

 
 

Having competed in the Heavy Woollen Cup since it first 
started in 1883, and being finalists on four occasions, 
Thornhill finally won the trophy in 1942, as war raged 
across Europe. 
 

Thornhill beat Morley by 11 runs at Heckmondwike to 
bring the trophy home. 
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The heroes of 1942 

 


