THE CRICKET

ALMONDBURY WESLEYANS CC

The Early Years

Z FOR ZION

1909 - ORIGINS

Almondbury Zion Cricket Club was the forerunner of
Almondbury Wesleyans.
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+ LIST OF OFRRICERS.

. 1

Presidontt M, T. STANSFIELLY |

Patrmns:

Jo A Broohs, Badg., moas g, Coun,
KL W Haullaw, Dl Dvaper, T Mafiing
Coiiry, 1. Sy b, Messrs, BEd, lepgan;
A Paer, 8, Haepar, J. StansHeld, ' Bz
Tunnihiffe, B, Smith. i Lockwiod, G,
W Nl Hnmoe, A MaTlinson, A Baasmont.
Ko Ba Fuegier, W H. Marper.

Munageinent Commiiter
Mmanrn 1. Hall, J. v 1%, Mndle
i, CoH, Mallinson, Lo Wadsworth.

Selection Uamates ¢

Messra, &, Bwift, J. Loglwoed, F.
Malliwon, 8 Tyam A Sylies,
Toen  Saceetory | ML T, Lochwonbd,

Fingneial Secretaey @ Me, A Saift,
Trazwyrer: Xr T, Tonnialife,

Copt. lat Eloven: J. Lodge,
YiceCapuin o C, H Mallinson.
Cupt, dnd Blevdn: . Mallingsn.

Lchigiie. Heprenen titives: i
Mlersrs, o HERll amil el Shaw,

Umpiress Messesc A Purr and S5 Tyos:
Crvniinid ¢ Maye Luana,
SUBSCHIPTIONSG DUR JUNE 20th,
Ayl Gemepl Medklog, Friday, Ogbiber
Beh, 190,

7.~ That all members not having paid
their subseriptions before June 30th be
suspended from the benefits of the elub
2 until they pay, unless prevented by some
i reason satistactory to the committes. A
. defaulterslist of all who have not paid in
full be exhibited in the tent atfer the

* RULES, &

_ 1.—The Club be named « Al
Zion U. M, C, Cricket Clubs o oaPHry

2—That we have two o i
Management and g e ik
o Team Selecrion

8.,—That the M anagement i
e : - ommitiee
consist of the President, i{}m':re'.sj13r:'z:uiii‘tr§fi
tseajre_t;ar?, flnancinl Secretary, Trea= |
ilz:a.‘aglﬁ M.lt‘{i Five Members, along with the |

& hepresenfatives, ex-otfie; '
to form a quorum RS0, 05

4,—That the Captains of the
: : e 4, lst
d elevens be on the Seleation 'CSEE
mittee, threé to form a quolum

5. —That the names of g 11
: LT alL New mem-
E:Eatl]a&tbé-ﬁu g%ﬁ before the ecommittee
. L bey be accepted oy req
the committee s discri’tion s
6 —That annual subseripti :
L8 ! ons be §/-
fo a H}g.ymg member ovef 15 }'euﬁs r::f '
age ; 26 for 4 Playing member under 4
gufm ‘:"f, 4o | 1/~ tor boys | who e mem-
:21&: of the Sunday School )y between the
?L.e of 15 and 16 ; and not Jesy than 2/
tm- nun-playing members A members
O pay 1j- upon recelving their enrd

aforementioned date

8 —That members who have not prid
fheir subseription at the end of the season
be not re-ndmitted as members nntil all
arrears are paid

¢.— That no swearing or gambling be
#llowed. Members brenking this rule
must appear hefore the committee, and
be dealt with as the committee may
decide Should they refuse to appear,
they shall be suspended until they comply
with the rule

10,—That praectice be asfollows ;—eaoh
memmber to bat 5 minubes whether his
wicket fall or not, after that, another 5
minutes if he can keep his wicket intact,
but, il onut before the second 5 minutes
expire, to deliver his bat to the next bats-
man, no batter to be at the wickets for
more than 10 minutes at a time, late
comers to have preference before anyone
his & second imnings

11.—That members sclected for a
mateh, who are unable to play, must
give notice to the Secretary as edrly as
poesible

-

This membership card reveals much about society, and
the nature of local league cricket, in the first decade of

the last century.
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mheopridge League

At one point the Club played in the Sheepridge & District

League.
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POST-WAR LEVELING UP

1920/1 - ORIGINS

The Club was founded back in November 1920, and
1921 was their first full season. It was around this time
that the Club started work on levelling up their Kaye Lane
ground.

Yorkshire and England legend Brian Close unveils a
new plague at Kaye Lane, detailing the Club’s origins

They were obviously helped by the fact that many local
men were unemployed following the War.
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ALMONDBURY WESLEYAN C.C.

Back Row (L to R) Harry Stell, Wm Arthur Crowe, Arthur Haigh, Hamer Lockwood
Emest Armitage (Scorer) Middle Row (L to R) Arthur Wood, Ernest Hickman, Harold Crawshaw
Joe Sheard, Charlie Dawson. Front Row (L to R) Stanley Dawson, John Charles Shaw

1921
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NEW RELIGION

METHODIST CONNECTION

John Wesley, the

founder of Methodism

Cricketers from opposing teams are always interested in
the club's Methodist links, and Keith Crawshaw, club

secretary, is happy to explain:

In the early days there was a strong connection
between the club and the local Wesleyan church.
Most of the cricket team were regular attenders - in
fact, they were actually obliged to go to church a
certain number of times each month. Today, the
situation is different, with only a few club members
still having links with the church. But that said,
we're very proud of the connection and we're
pleased that the minister at the church still holds
the position of club president.
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He goes on:

Today, we see ourselves as a community club -
Indeed, being involved with the Lottery meant we
had an obligation to expand our profile in the local
area. We've got a good junior set-up and it's a very
friendly organisation.

For the record, the village has an impressive Methodist
heritage.

The first Methodist sermon was preached in Aimondbury
In 1766, Abraham Moss emerged as the 'local leader' of
the new denomination, and John Wesley visited the

place on 9 July 1784.

Until 1960 there were two Methodist chapels in
Almondbury - one close to the cricket ground on Kaye
Lane, and one called Zion.

But in 1960 the two churches merged. Kaye Lane
became the ‘joint' church, and in 1968 this building was
renovated at a cost of £27,000.
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HORSES FOR COURSES
(AND CRICKET GROUNDS)

1920s — IMPORTANT EVENTS
The 1920s were a busy decade.

The Club bought a heavy roller off Huddersfield Borough
Council.

They also borrowed a horse from one of the local farmers
to pull it. The horse died the next day.
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NORMINGTON’S BOYS

1932 - CLUB PHOTO

ALMCNDBURY WESLEYAN C.C. Ist XI. Season 1932

Lmpire E. Holdswoarth [Rastrick) |Fm|".\i‘1“ LM, Mawsormsa ':'F'I.:' ang |
H. Crawshaw W, Sehofiald, J. G thsed, J. Schofald, L. Garland, ) Let,
., Dawstn, M. Rice, Hy. Sykes, C. Marmingfon [Capt)), &. Dawson, V. Dawson.

Photagraph taken on the Y.M.C.A. Ground, Laund Hill, June 25th, 1932,
Up to, and including this match, the team had not been defeated in the League,

Note the presence of two neutral umpires in this photo —
and also a little boy who appears to be the son of one of
the players. A lucky mascot perhaps?
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CAN YOU NAME THE
YEAR?

UNDATED TEAM PICTURES

H, Left . Eantwoad, H, Rice; €. Longbottom, H. Curry, W, Schofiald
H. Rise |Stoier), J. Brovk, W. MNichols, H. Crawshaw [Capt.), L. Sowden, H. Jowit

This photo looks like it comes from the same kind of
period.

Can anyone tell us the date? Or the location used for this
picture?
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Same again with this photo? Any clues at all?

In particular, who is the gentleman in black? And what is
his role at the Club?
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