History of Calderdale & Kirklees

BIRCHENCLIFFE CC

DOWN YOUR WAY
BIRCHENCLIFFE TODAY

Birchencliffe is two miles from Huddersfield and six miles
from Halifax. The cricket ground lies only a few hundred
yards from Ainley Top, one of the most well known
Huddersfield landmarks. As such, it is situated just inside
Kirklees, within earshot of the busy M62 and the mini-
spaghetti junction that surrounds it.
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THE NAME
‘BIRCHENCLIFFE’

In ancient times, Birchencliffe formed part of the township
of Lindley and the parish of Huddersfield. The name
‘Birchencliffe’ is derived from the old English word
‘Boercen’, meaning a birch tree declivity, and ‘cliff’ for a
steep hill.
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RELIGIOUS CONNECTIONS

The parish church, St. Philip the Apostle, was built in
1877 and cost £3,800 to erect. It is the centre of the local
community, hosting not only Sunday services and Scouts
and Guides, but keep fit sessions, a mother-and-toddler
group, a slimming club and an over-60s group.

The first Vicar of Birchencliffe was the Rev. Robert Crone
Wilford, who held the position until 1890. A window at the
east end of St. Philip’s was donated as a memorial to Mr.
Wilford, his wife, their children and grandchildren.
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The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints —

the Mormon Church — is also a feature of the village. It was
opened in 1963 and cost £180,000 to build.

It acts as the Mormon regional centre in north-eastern
England. It has computerised records of all births in Britain
between 1837 and 1912, and all marriages from 1500 to
1912. It also has on record the names of 10 million people
throughout the world who have died.
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VILLAGE LIFE

One old-established business that still remains in
Birchencliffe is the corn mill. Mr Samuel Walker started a
grocery and corn merchants in 1870 and before the turn of
the century the present mill had been built.

Birchencliffe has a number of attractions including two
restaurants, a garden centre and nursery, and is a thriving
part of Huddersfield. The village also once had its own ice
cream factory and brewery.

ﬁ_ﬂ.ﬁ‘atn

FUERMONTS Finpsy

Page 4 of 19
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




LOCAL CONTEXT:
BEASTS, CLOCKS & TRAMS!

It is unclear when people first began to settle on the Lindley
Ridge (an area which incorporates Lindley, Birchencliffe
and other settlements) but we do know that by the time
William the Conqueror’s officials visited the area in 1086
there was some kind of settlement.

William the Conqueror

Lindley is mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086
(the tax-motivated survey commissioned by William
the Conqueror) and although it is highly probable that
the area suffered a similar fate to many northern towns
and villages (many were laid ‘waste’ by Norman
soldiers because they were seen as troublesome and
rebellious) it seems that the area has been
continuously settled since then.

It is likely that the early settlers chose the area because of
its lofty position, Birchencliffe being 800 feet above sea
level, people at this time preferred to build their homes
higher up the slopes where the land was well drained,
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making it suitable for the grazing of cattle while at the same
time giving them the advantage of seeing potential enemies
as they approached.

Life in the area post-Domesday, and indeed for a
substantial period thereafter, was centred on
agriculture. Population steadily increased in the area
and new buildings were erected. As well as working in
agriculture, some locals were, by medieval times,
iInvolved in the manufacture of cloth (something for
which the West Riding would later became famous).
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Weavers’ cottages

Until the late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries the
area would have remained wholly rural and agricultural.
The manufacture of cloth at this time was carried out in
cottages (which were usually three or more storeys high
with long mullioned windows to allow as much light as
possible into the rooms where people were working) and in
the numerous scattered farmsteads in the area.

However, the arrival of the Industrial Revolution
transformed this way of life forever; what had been
insignificant rural hamlets become communities of
some substance.

In the nineteenth century the mills came to the area,
although it has to be said they arrived somewhat later here
than in other villages in the West Riding where mills had
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been in operation since the latter part of the eighteenth
century.
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In 1856 the Hall family (one of the main families
iInvolved in the textile industry in Lindley) bought land
iIn the area for the purpose of building a mill and in
1864 Wellington Mills, which dominated the landscape
for many years, was built. (Wellington Mills’ claim to
fame was that it was visited by King George V and
Queen Mary in 1913 and that at one time it was not only
the largest employer in the area — employing 1,400
people — but that it was ‘the largest of its kind in the
Huddersfield district’).

It was, however, improvements in transport and
communications that would contribute most to the area’s
population growth and prosperity. In the early nineteenth
century the Manchester turnpike road was constructed and
this encouraged people to settle in the area, as well as
bringing trade (many passers-by stopping off at the area’s
numerous inns and public houses — there were apparently
eight or nine in Lindley and Birchencliffe alone).
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Steam tram

By 1883 transport was provided for locals by way of a
steam tram service from Huddersfield Town Centre to
Lindley which terminated at the Bay Horse public
house for the first three years until the road was
widened to allow the service to go as far as the Fleece
Inn on Lidget Street (note that both services terminated
close to refreshments).

And, of course, today transport links have been further
improved by the building of the M62 which is situated just
above Lindley and Birchencliffe. This fairly new
improvement perhaps also brings trade to the area and
there are certainly still a number of public houses for
today’s passers-by to choose from.

Lindley Ridge today is described as an area ‘populated
with a heady mix of boutiques, delis, cafes and
traditional pubs’ and this is indeed an accurate
description of the area.
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However, one can still find plenty of evidence of the past;
one of Sir John Betjeman’s favourite landmarks, Lindley
clock tower, is still standing and still chiming, as is St
Stephen’s Church, the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel and, of
course, cricket is still being played at Birchencliffe Cricket
Ground.

Perhaps with all these attractions it is no wonder the
large black cat, which has since become known as ‘the
Beast of Birchencliffe’, was keen to visit the place
recently; or maybe the ‘beast’ was just a keen gardener
as it was spotted near Armitage’s Garden Centre.
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CHURCHES & CLOCKS!

2 KEY FACTS ABOUT
BIRCHENCLIFFE & LINDLEY

1. RELIGION: By the middle of the eighteenth century
Methodism was becoming popular, particularly in the
iIndustrial areas. There was a shortage of Anglican
clergymen outside the capital and this, along with the
complacency of the Church of England and the lack of
churches in many areas (some people having to walk in
excess of 7 miles to reach their nearest church), opened
the door to non-conformity.

John Wesley:

founder of Methodism

In the absence of a church, newly-built chapels became the
religious centres of the rapidly-expanding textile villages
and these areas became strongholds for non-conformism.
To combat the popularity of dissenting religion and to
extend the influence of the Church of England, the
government made available one million pounds for the
building of new churches.
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The official reason given for making this money available
was that the churches were to be built to give thanks to
God for the recent victory over Napoleon at Waterloo. St.
Stephen’s Church in Lindley was built as a result of this act.

The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints on
Halifax Road, Birchencliffe, was designed by North
American architects in the 1960s. It is the regional centre
for Mormons in this area.

The church was burnt down in 1992 but was re-built almost
immediately, again to a North American design. The new
building not only provides a room for worship but has other
rooms for those interested drama and family history.

Page 11 of 19
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




2. LINDLEY CLOCK TOWER: This was built in 1902 for
Mr James Nield Sykes, a local mill owner. The tower
was designed by Edgar Wood, one of the country’s

leading architects at that time.

Wood also designed the Methodist Church on East
Street, Lindley, a row of terraced houses on Lidget
Street, Lindley, and Lindley Gatehouse. The clock
tower was built in 1902 - the clock was started on
Christmas Eve of that year by Sykes’ youngest
daughter.

Some people claim Mr Sykes built the clock tower to
ensure that employees had no reason for being late to
work at his mills, while others point out that if this was

the case it was a rather expensive ‘alarm clock’ (it
would have been cheaper to employ a ‘knocker-up’)
and they argue that Mr Sykes (who had actually retired
at this time in any event) built the Tower for local
people to enjoy.

The inscription on the tower certainly supports this
argument: ‘This tower was erected by James Nield
Sykes, Esqg. J.P., of Field Head, Lindley, for the benefit
of his native village in 1902’.
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TRAMS & TOWERS!

KEY DATES IN THE HISTORY OF BIRCHENCLIFFE/LINDLEY
BEFORE THE ‘NEW’ BIRCHENCLIFFE CRICKET CLUB WAS
BORN

1745 Lindley Evangelical Church is built.

1822 Birchencliffe is described as being ‘in the township of
Lindley, and parish of Huddersfield; 2 miles from
Huddersfield, 6 miles from Halifax'.

1830 11 February: St Stephen’s Church, Lindley opens.

1847 Lindley Mechanics’ Hall (a place where the working
classes could be educated) is founded. This is now Lindley
library.

1850 Lindley Brewery is founded by George Netherwood.

1860 Lindley Co-op opens.
1864 Wellington Mills is built.
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1872 The chancel is added to St Stephen’s Church at a
cost of £2,000.

1883 9 June: the hourly tram service from Huddersfield
Town Centre to Lindley begins.

1886 The route of the Lindley tram is extended to the
Fleece public inn on Lidget Street.
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Lindley Clock Tower

1895 21 May: the Grey Horse public house at Birchencliffe
IS bought by Seth Seniors, Shepley Brewery for £1,550.

c.1900 Lindley Brewery ceases to operate.

1902 Lindley Clock Tower is built.

24 December: the clock is started by James Nield Sykes’
youngest daughter, Miss Mary Alice Sykes.

1911 The Lindley tram service is again extended — this time
to Birchencliffe.

1913 George V and Queen Mary visit Wellington Mills.
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1937 Field Head, the former home of the Sykes family, is
bought by Huddersfield Corporation.

Wellington Mills

1939 27 May: the No.7 to Elland is the last electric tram to
pass through Birchencliffe.

1940 Wellington Mills is hit by a bomb which causes
considerable damage to the building.
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CRICKET COUNTRY!

OTHER CRICKET CLUBS
IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD

Acre Mills C.C.
Joined the Huddersfield Association in 1950.

Birkby Nuffield C.C
Previously Y.M.C.A. — Rose Hill, Birkby. Play in
Huddersfield Central League.

Birkby Youth Club C.C.
Formed in 1948 and moved into the Huddersfield

Association in 1955.
Blackley C.C.
Lindley Moor Road, play in Halifax League
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Britannia Works C.C.

The Sports Club was founded in 1921, and the Club moved
into the Association in the 1930s. The Cricket Club is now
defunct but various teams have ‘lodged’ at the Salendine
Nook ground over recent years including Edgerton C.C.,

Birkby F.M.A. C.C. and Harry Lime C.C..

Edgerton C.C.

Graduated from Huddersfield Association to Huddersfield
Central League. Nomadic for much of the time but now plat
at Dalton’s ex-ground.
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Lindley C.C.
Formed as a village side in 1958, but existed as works side
Martins CC from 1947. It ground-shared with Outlane early
on and won Huddersfield Association trophies in 1958 and
1959.

Oakes Youth Club Old Boys C.C.
Formed in 1950 and played in the Huddersfield
Association, with headquarters at Leeds Road and then
Highfields.

Outlane C.C.

Lindley Moor Road, play in Halifax League.

Folded in 2004, used to play in Halifax League. Their
ground was adjacent to Salendine Nook High School.
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