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OLCAR Cricket Club was founded os 5t

arly fuss
Cold Wate

John's Golcar Cricket Club in 1871, the
rame reflacting links with the nearby church,

The founders of the club were T P Taylor, DT
Baley, D Gledhill, Humphrey Dyson, Jumes Bobion
and Arthur Shaw, who weni on to booome ope ol the
most influential figures in cricket across
Huddersfield.

Meetings were held in a conservatory in St James's
Street and then in the Church School. In that first
season, 1871, the team played st Sear Rotom in Scar
‘Wood, near to the milway

In 1572 the club moved 1o Low Westwood Bottom
where they renied a fedd for £1 158 pér annam, an
amount s0 extortinate that one of the local clergy,
said 1o bo the corate of the pariahi, had 1o become
‘surety” for the rent
The chub switched to a third venue, Knowle Bank, in
1874, The Knowle Bank ground was known Iocally
a5 "The Tennks Court” and when the chub moved 1o 8
fourth home in 1RT7 it may have taken the iennis
club with . The cricket club contimeed (o support o
tennin section wntil the middle ol the twentiet
century

In 1876 81 John's Golcar held its first major
fundramsing activities, two concerts which radsed £13

£TO ALL MEMBERS who have joined,
and will join Flis Mapsty's Forces, we

: winsh' Cod-speed and safe retur.”
M nckl This message remained unchanged until &
By the end of 1876 the club had 21 members and £13 e imintic
Minlal E400 ut today’s values) in the bank. Confident opl FIOFR Ty 0 2

Jamaary 1945: "We wish God-specd und a
safe return (o all our Members, who are
helping 1o bring this long and terribde war
Yo an end.”

In 1940 Gobcar Cricket Club swarded fiee
membership to all membery scrving in the
lonces,

West Indian legend Sonny Ramadhin
sturred for Colcar (n 1963 because Peter
Eyre, the club’s professional, was playing

aboul the future, it moved to improved surroundings
at Town End (Swallow Lane) in 1377, and has played
there cver nimce
Thc new groutd was rented from Bob Firth of
The Commercial pab sl £5 per anmum and was
only hall its current sze. A strip of $0x10 vards,
preaumably o small square, was bud in (877 ot a cost
of £5 and as & consequence the annual rent doabled
St John's Golear's first rocorded match was againsg

the ourion -named Milnsbridge Cold Water Army 0 Derbryshire

2R asa 173, The Golcar Simg was also held every year
Through the 1670s a succession of very local teams 4y Galesr ericket pround to mise Tusds for
ifg"ﬂ'“l n the fixtures, including Longwood Castle  ihe Hoddersfield Royal Infirmary

(1874}, Chille End {1875), Pariowood {15735), Golear i

The Golcar paga of the 1969 Hudderdicld

Liberal (1878), Golear Church Institute (1H76) and
Leymsoor ( 187E)

In the 1880y some Journeys to mulches were made by
train, &5 the club iook advaniage of the repular
service from Golear Station Hﬁmm per day),
Turther evideiice ol the clubs linancial prosperily and
Erowing status

B'rr 1891 Gobealr Cracket Clab - the club dio)

St Jahn'y” from ity neme in 1552 - wm to
tuke its place wa founder members of the
Huddersfield & District Cricker League.

Substantial fundraising sctivities wfier World War 1
enabled the club to boy the Swallow Lane end of the
ground in 1922 and the bowling green end in 1928,
In 1924 & bazaar raised the ‘princely sum’ of £900 for
club funds. By 1928 development work on the
ground had commenced, with the club employing an
architect and also masons, joinem, plimbers,
plasierers and printers

The ecoromic depression a1 the time meant that
building work was copstantly delayed, but today an
mcription on the front of the clubhongse iells s that
it was Anally erected m A D, 1933

We are told that Galear borrowed £750 1o for
the construction costs. We can learn a lod i the
nature of Gobcar Cricket Club from entries i its
wvarwous manule books:

1926 - Complaints aboul the quality of the beer
1928 - Women are sxcluded from 'celebratory dinner’
1934 - Meat ten conts 113

1939 - Billiard iable and wirelsss donated 10 the cluh
1940 - Chubr helps with Golcar Comforts Fund

In the middle of the twentioth century, Golear C.C.
had a number of members; 1933 - 480, 1933 -
450, 1943~ 150, 1945 - 370 (+1 20 women), 1953 - 3440
{+R0 wameni/umiors), 1958 - 450 in

total

ol Crickiet Chabi 'wis depleted during
(@ oyt I it b
Commilice’s Anmzal Report sated!

& Diistrict Cricket League Handbook
showed the club at its most welcoming
“Teas provided in the pavilion by our
Ladies Committee Cm nnd?ﬂjﬂy
yourseives. Bring your friends Bowling
Groen available. Let the Lilys relax you
with a good game of cricket. Golear and
Sl;ape“nal Hill buses siop one mimsie fmom
the ground.’
I n the post-war era, Wibion's Brewery
heel to renovale the clubhouse, and
the club stated: "The groand iy kept in
beautiful condition and the wicksts play
fast and troe
£ The whole place i 2 in cricket
 tradition and since the League was
formed the club has held o most impartant
place from & playing and legmlative point

of view,”

The club make a special tour 1o the

Lane ground in 1951 (abowe lefl); abowe: in 1980
the chels seooped B bip i Lond's afier quaifyng
for the fimal stages of a nasionad sie-a-side
lournament balow: The Golcar 152 )0 Bne-up from
1851

Caribbean every two year, and their
internatiotal conpections have been
extended by Atul Bedade, Indian
professional from 1999 to 2004

Thro

him several Indian waring teams
have

ved friendly matches at the ground

Last year the club erecied & new
changing-room hlock.

Toulay, Swallow Lane romaing a cricke
vepue with plenty of clamcter and
personabity



