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AROUND
THE
WICKET
with historian
Peter Davies

patted history insarted info
RHCC minute book says that
fhere was 0 club with a ground In

Hofme In 1848 but visiting fearns felt if

w100 farout’, 5o ficures wers
presumably o problem,
Following this dilficulty, & nockeu of
fl.g:-;:‘n muoved 10 Holmbridge in the laie
§70s 10 a feld opposite the pub (the
Commercial Inn, now the Hrllh't Tavern)
ang behind the church (51 Davids)
The carlizst newspaper reference to a
cricket club at Holmbridge comes in 1871,
when the Nidderyfleld Examiner reporied
on & match between Holme Bridge
Brytannin and Little Hayficld

The present field has been the club home

since [B56. Tt wan levelled by members

und rented from boecal mill-cwners (W H &

J Barber) until purchased fnom them on
the mill's chosure in 1973
A retaining wall was built by the
' riverside undd o spokesperson amid

that *50 rums was regarded na m good
score’ in the very carly days

ris 1o Lhe Hodfirk Express of the
club’s presentatbon dinner in 1934 refer 1o
remarics about an incredible in JEER
when Hotmbridge were dinmissed for 35 -
bt then bowlsd out local rival Scholes
fou just 13, This Fu'rnplbd a letier from

wmmneone signing himself as “The Lad fom

Scholes'
he writer “well remembered
match as | was then a lad from
Schokey, just at the beginning of my teen
age (sic).”
The general feching was that Holmbridge
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& Sunday - such wan the bond that exinted
between thexr landlord and 5t David's
parish church, just 8 siv-hit “:J' from the
cricked pitch on the other side

‘Woodhead Road

Whent the club cune into ownership of the
(in the 1970s and “in perpetuity’).
it mo longer had 1o take sccount of the
church belly, and no longer had to
adjourn Sunday games 1o Monday
The Club Improvement Scheme (C15) was
st up i 1952 and existed until 1967, s
mim was io increase the amount of money
coming it the club by mwlving more

hadd alresdy boat with nuch & bow score and  PEOple

there was gread excilement

Fred Lockwood, uncle of Keayon
Lockwood, the Scholes captain, "took
some of the Scholes spectators to the

Commercial Inn in anticipation of Scholes

winning eastly "
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Huddersfiekd and District Cricket

Amsocintion League

In 1909 Hnlmbndﬁ: 181 X1 were crowned

championg of the Huddersfield

Assooation League and alio lfted the

Luamb Cup

T he club poined the Hudderafield
Central League in 1915, st the same

time as Ley , Meltham, Schobes and

Thongibridge.

The club was mmediately sctive In the
cormidomn of power, as the mimies of
pC;i]lul League commitice mectings muke
i,
"4 Movemnber 1915 Holmbridpge moved
that the matier of playing without
rofessionals be conudersd 12 months
ann: al received no sipport.”
Holmbridge keft the Central League in
1916. The First World War meant an
scute shortage of players
Afler re-joining the lewgoe the previous
. the club enjoyed s first
ndderifield Central League succes in
1921, The 2nd X1 won the league and cup
doiable, a feat the side was to repeat the
following season
I 1933 the club bought a horss for £10
However, by 1937 it waa made redundani
ufler the club'’s firmt molor mower was
| purchassd. The horse was then sold for
m- {50p)
Br\.guu Holmbadge lewsed ther
groand from a Jocal mill ownet, the
club was not allowed 10 play afier fpm on

The incentive of & prize draw was offered
and, for example, in 1964 there was a firsl
prize of L3 and five others of £1

its lmat year, 1967, the prize offered was
%I‘."ml'mul takings but & diminishing
number of sellers was the main cause of
the demise of & scheme which had been a
lifeline for 15 years
In 1955 Holmbridge CC junior X1 won
the Thomton Cup, while in the same year
the Ist X1 brought home the Huddersfield
Central League Section B titke,
An Extraordinary General Meeting was
beld in 1964, ‘concerning whether the club
still crries on in season 1967,
Nu formal record of what was said af

the meeting i recorded, but it was
decided to carry on and, indeed, s0on
afterwarnds il was decided to 5
Cartwright with a view 1o his
2 a profesional.

By 1968 the crisis had returned and
enother ECGM wi before the
players renewed their commitment (o keep
the club alive.

Woodhead Road is famous for the

bank that runs alongside the bo 10
the beft as you look out from the pavilion.
A good two-thinds of this banking was cul
away and demolished in 1954 - o leave il
as iE 18 pove Tn the mid-19%90s, the wall on
the same aide was pebuilt. In between, in
1980, the pavidion bullding was extended.
In 1975 a decizion was made 1o buy the
groand for £750 as Barber's mill {
previcus landlond) was cosing. The
decision was taken at an Extrnondinary
Uc;;nt}tm;hdlinn 1% Dtober
1975,

A sub-committee was formed to
coordinabe fundrmizsing efforts and the
encouraging sam of £65 was collected on
the night. Tt was decided to apply for

CitvvTRalL LEACw Casmpows 1531

le.l uad 1o Kirklees, which was duly
orthcoming, and four club members, T
Swift, J Taylor, | Booth and B Gapper,
becaine Lraslees
Th: following year's AGM (1976)
reparted that there had boen
mogey-ranmg efforts and hcular
thanks were given Lo mem of the
committes, wives, Kirkbees MC (which
had provided a £1,000 grant), wilh one
individual, Mr D Mellos, singled ot for
special mention.
5o churming s Holmbridge's grownd the
the producers of TV serien Lasr of the
Surmer Wine onoe asked permission to
film ai the venie
Joln Booth, dub secretiry for 20 yean
nnid pow lenge representative, takes up
the story:
“A1 ome point bn the Late-1970s we reccived
o call from the BBC. They asked us
whether they could do some (ilnsing at the
ground and we were happy to obhige
“We oul 13 cricketers and two
| - nnd the batsman wnd
bewwler bind to wear make-up for the
occaston, All in all it fook abowt fouer
Toiviers to (K, for sbout 50 seconds of TV
action]”
During the 1950s there was a o
create 8 bus turning circle and this would
mean that a section of what was al
the smallest ground i the league wo
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lone part of the outfield

b objections wene well supponed B
Cul.'h.m.. Kirkloes Sports Council, the Hudderstiek)
Central League, the Yorkshire Cricket Association and
near peighbours Cartworth Moor CC

Iniital o lon succeeded in putting the plan on
hold but lssuie resurfaced in 1983 when a poblc
mecting was held,
Yeu again, no lrm decision was 1aken wnd the msue of
the tumning circle was still not seitled in 1984,
although it was said that the likelibood of part of the
Miekd being used was remote.
A ?m:mn wan w-:ﬂh:uil lnllb: leal commamity
in 1985 suggested thai local opinion was in
fvour of the proposal bai it was felt that ihis view
reflieciod, for the most part, the fecling of thoss who
lived lower down the valley
To the club’s rebief, the matier was shebved and 1
moddified pull-in bay was constructed which had no
effect on the playing srca.
The Woodhesd Road side was also mentioned in a
curious beague minute of 4 Muy 1962 “The Secrets
1he L Amgusth st spovias st and appeal

I { sporting sperit at
the recent Br & Colnebridge vervus Holmbridpe
game. Mr Barry Leadbenter sid that he was very
irmpoeased with. both clubs’ attitode to the match and
wished 10 compliment them both via Mr Gordoa
Litthewosoed.*
@ Headers are asked to contact Peter Davies on (1484
4TH05 or via pj deviesiihod ac.uk if they have any
h_.m,m photos or mformation relating to local cricke

Lory.




