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AROUND
THE
WICKET

with historian
Peter Davies

Accm}h’lﬁ to fhe Huddarsfed

Exominer, which 0 senes
thmmdaﬂcmcgﬂrhﬂd iocal
chubs in 1932, "around about |

Hordey was guite o noted centre of
crickat’

A thas tiene the chub was renowned for ‘the
stern fights which it waged againn the
strongesd clubs in the destrict, and
particularly againgt the. . Lascelkes Flall

leam'

Apparently, the firwl “crickel feld was situated
nt the top of Westgate, beig ihe preater .
portion of the land which uniil later bisil
upan was known s the “Feast Ground™

The celetwated local historian Mary Jagjger
was abso very familiar with the cub during ita
early dma

In her persenal recollections, pebiliabed in
The History of Honley, she refers to the
original gmuml br}uud the George and
Dragon, and describes how: “One of the best
arickel chubw in the nesghbourhood E'I;w-:l
wpon the growund, nearty all fs mem|

beimg meted erscketers, siach as Mr Joshua
Robinson and kis beother Charles, M Robert
Heap, Mr Thonms Beandsell and his brother
Brook, cte

“1 cun remember the batting powers of M
Joahusa Robinson, and the bowling abilities of
Mr Robert Heap {ihe wndemrm bowling of
the Inticr being termed *shoddy balls') were
comiadered wonderful.”

wver 130 years ago, the cricket chub in
Honley was .;Jmely hnked i0 the Parish
Church
n 1932 the Hudderxfield Dadly Exomdner
explained that the chub was at one time
“run usder the aumpices of the Parish Charch®
and wes called Honley 51 Mary's Cricket
Club, Howsver, the relal ip was ended in
1679, when the eame Honley Cricket Club
wan adopted
of Wdentity
AGM pn

The reasons for the ¢

npl:.l.u.nl im A report of ¢

im the local = 'Un reviewing the old rul:i

# was found that, to imyprove the d'l'my ol

the club, some changes were pecessary among

which the mout important were that the title

should be aliered 10 that of “The Honde

Cricket Club™ and that the clob should

open o anyone sibject 10 the approval of the

cotmitiee.” This, it wity hoped, “will give the

club a better chance of competing with s

neaghbouns’ and "Honbey in this muy

not be behing (he neigh m

crickeie to b cugloped :”“ ..“‘E“EL

wrickeier to be emplo i T

Club. He waa en inl E!‘-l.m!y

Ez:::h The following year .‘rlrrbm Lu-d,p,-
e both professional snd groundkecper

far the club. Lodge was pasd 38/ & woek nnd
F\-m a benefit maich Ih the club mnd, a0 can
scen, be certainly earned his money. He
wal requied:
L o be on the enclet ground every
afiernoan from 2.3 to 4,30 and every
evening except Saturday at & o'clock ready for
practice;
L to play afl mutches, whether day or
afliernoon matches, and no soon a8 & cricket
maich i over, lhcge round played on wnd
damaged dunng the match must be repaired:
1, to mow the whale ground once every week
or ofiener il requined, to roll the whole
ground sl anytime when it equines i
d. 1o do any other work necessary for keeping
the in proper repair and condition,
and ai the close of the season, the ground
mzst be Jelt a8 may be satisfactony to the said
Secretary;
5. should the said Herbert Lodge wish to be
wway from his dutkes st any time he must ask
permission of the wid Secretary;
6. should he wiih o be sway ot amy time
when the said Honley Cricket Club ane
playing a match be mosi make appheation 1o
the commit
B y thie end of 1915 the effects of the First
ek War b n 1o bite, The club’s

annual report for the 1915 season expluined
that & crisis-point had been reached with

CRICKET CLUB: the first in a fascinating new sporting series

rom shoddy ball
0 Sykes cup glor

11 1111

b Pl e ST

"memm wwm-ﬂ-um

“practically all the cligible players having
joined the Army or &ln} {1 the extent af
about 60

It was later declded. at the 1916 AGM, that
‘we discontine cricket for 1916 write to the
L= S that we huve lh.l.ndm'l.r.'d ericket’
and “nscrite & Roll of Honowr to the men
who have joined the Army and Navy during
the Gireal y
Thmuahnul its existence, Honley OC has
amisted many other local organisation
Between the late-1 8905 and the 1930s, Honley
Tennis Club and Horley Victoria Cyvcling
Club were allowed to use the e, s wmn
the local Football Club from 1906 1o 1921
In the 19%0s Holmfirth Harriersy, Holme
Valley Grammar School, the British Legion
mnd the Weleyuns also bocame tenants, while
ithe Huddersfield Hockey Club resnained in
residence from this time into the 1980s,

Mmdunng_ 1930, the club took par in the
Lancasier whach was played 1o raise
Funds for the Holne Valley Hiospital - and

d during World War 11 it raised money for the

Red
At the beginning of the 1930s, Sykes Cup ties

N were played o a Fl:rl.l.lh. with mo restriction on
§ time or overs

Each inningy was compulsorily saspended
afier :ilhul;‘z'; hours or when 130 runs were
scored, and then played 1o completion upon
its resumption.
This format resulted in & remarkable contest
tnking place ot the semi-final sage in 1552
Honley, whio were (o win the second division
title that year, fsced Broad Oak from the first
divizion &l Fartown.
In a period of 7 boors 17 minutes Honley had
pinassed 527 runa in 187 overs, with Jim
Wood scormg 189 runs in six hours and 25
mndes
For Broad Oak the daunting final mm chass
began that Monday evening and ended on
Tuesday 12 July st 269 all our. By this time
John Crowther (139) had scored the second
century of the match and Jim Wood had
completed his mammoth contribution 10 the
game by taking 7 wickets for 70 runa in 19
VETL
The final statistics were incredible A total of
26 runs had been soored in just over 13
mmmumﬂm crowd of 6,000
malch, paymng gate receipls
of 145 11a M for the privikege,
Unfortunately, Honley loat i the final 1o

Hudderslicld by 77 rum

Afier their immense contribuetion to the
national war effort, 1939-43, women became
increasingly mone promiment in many sreas of
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society following the end of the Sécond

vmrfwa; This is demonstrated by the
ponal growth i Hooley Cricket

I*}"Iilrﬂ"l female membership between 1935 and

Al!b:r seven unsuccessful appearances in
the final, the Honbey Sykes Cup hoodoo
was finally broken in 1982, with a

seven-wicket victory over Primmose Hil

Skipper Bruce Jakeman (1 for 34 and 35 not
out) and Mike Bocarro (2 for § and 37 not
out), wene prominent in & solid tzam
riormance, while | 5-year-old Jamse
fimchilifle took 4 Fr 45

For stalwart Peter Groen the success had
come after 27 vears with the club and three
previouos (inal appesrances

He summed up the sense of euphoria and
relief at Far End, by describing the win as
“the best moment of my cricketing career’

Today, Hooley are an ambitious and
preatighous cncket dlob, with a beaoriful
ground and forward-thinking officials



