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HE eariest referance to cricket in
Nortonthorpe comies in thi Elmiey (Emiey)
CC future card for 1877,
Two fixtures were armnged between FJnan (Emiley)
unil Nortowthorpe, the first scheduled for 5 May
and the second lor 15 Seplember.
By 1906 the club had joined the Diearne Valley
League
For the first few decades ol jis existence ’
clowe 1o the River Dearne, just off w.mn.-[:‘ma !r-.
i Sensell !
Inn 1920 the local league system was undergoing
some majod reorgannation. A number of clubs,
including Nortonthorpe, were set to form o Holme
amid Dearne Valley Leagoe But ot the last minute
they were asked 1o join the niling Huddersfield
Central League
Two decades later, in 1940, a5 war mped across
Ewrope, the club seo i Mirsl piece of silverware
- the I-r X1 \lrl:l'lllul the Hoddersfield Central
League Lh.m-upmn I
q- was custiomary al the time, a "Champions v
Rew’ match iook place alier the League
programme had esded.
In 1952 the club moved to Spnnglickd Avenue
This swiich coincided with the death of George H
Maran, the lamous indusirialist whoe owned the
famoiss Nortonthorpe textile mill complex, and it
was he who lefi the land 10 ihe ericliet cluh
Actually, he belt the land ‘in trust’ o Nartoathomse
\|\. sty el i ehan 'I.:. {wrth four named trustess) &l
up io manage Norton's former land
The club mherited ssven and o hall scees - and the
deeds (dated 31 Decembrer 1957) say thit it musi
abiayy be used for sport, nothing else
Norton was part of an important famaly that hailed
from Cuttbeburst and afier whom the village of
Nortonihorpe was named. The patriarch was
Benjamin, a small-time clothier; he wail & weaver
himsell, and also put wesving work out 1o othen
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Land bequest and
glory days of Sixties

side, 1950. From back left: C Blackburn, E Monkman, J Wil-
A Shaw, D Tipler, R Bentley, D Blackburn; F Exley, K Bowers,

Fnllmxmg their move to Springfield Avenne, the
club hid 10 2 I BOIRe NECESLErY eXCAVIIcn
wark, and also had 1o level the playing surface so it
wan suitable for local longue ericked

Today, Norton and his penerosity are rememberned
fomdly.

Club secretary RTI Littlewood comments: *The
heritage of the cub is interesting and important.
"My [ather was actually a manager a1 Morion's mill,
#a I'm very wware of the ink between the mill and
the ericket club. Norion waa Moronthorpe, and our
club is deeply indebied to him

"We're very proud of our connection with hins; if it
wasn't for him we would not have the lovely ground
we now hne'

The 1960s began well for Nort nrnh:px: nnd after

the 2nd X1 had scooped the Tinker u{b in 15960, the
Ist X1 enpoyed smalar soceess in their knockot

competition, bagging the Allsop Cup the following T TRYING TIMES: A club in crisks jsbovn) In
year 1995 and worrying headlines. Below: Hamy
1T the earty 19608 were the *glovy years” of Blackor ke hatting action in 1687

¥

Noeronthorpe Cricket Club, then 1963 marked 1the
pinnacke of thal era
In thai year nod only did the 15t X1 land the lague
and cup double, but the 2nd X1 alo carmed off the
Tinksr Cup.

fier anather championship uoces n 1964,

Norontherpe's dominance of the Huddersfickd
Centrul League peaked again in 1965
The Isi X1 repestedd ihe feat of 1963 by claiming a
league and cup double for the second tume ta three
yean
In 1999 a chronle lack of players caused the club 1o
put out mn SO8 call to the local community
Cheb spokesman Roger Littlewood explums: “We've
haaid ooer momemia, but since the 1970 we've
wtruggled slighily
“Ohmce upon & thme we bad the best [acilities in the
area, but time has moved o, 11 all came to a bead

1 HORTONTHORPE MEMORIES: e charenpion-winning cetfit from 19050 amd below: 2 me-up fom 1983

in the 1990 when we were on the verge of
folkding

“There was a time when we regularly had to
el six- or seven-man eams. Evenlually we
sorted ourselves out, and we weore greaily
indebied w & group of yourlg Pakistani
ericketen [or geiting us moving again

“We would like more rﬂunrtm but I'm
sure every club would say iy

Nortontd s local-derby games used 10
be againg Clayion West and E - but
winde these clubs moved lesgues it i Denby
Dale who are now the main local nvals

® Readers nre ashed to contact Peter Duviey
o D484 472405 or via

plj.d.lm:q;lhud acuk i they have amy morc
photos or mfermation relating 1o local
crichoet history

NORTONTHORPE C C 1983
STANDING: E Morman, N Moskey, i England, B Gloer, Denrss Beniley, M. Taglor. J Baths

M, Has J, K Armitage, T. Knzon




