THE CRICKET

NORTONTHORPE CC

The Later Years

TOP OF THE TREE

1950 - HUDDERSFIELD CENTRAL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
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NORTON’S LEGACY

1952 — SWITCH TO PRESENT GROUND
In 1952 the Club moved to Springfield Avenue.

This switch coincided with the death of George H.
Norton, the famous industrialist who owned the famous
Nortonthorpe textile mill complex, and it was he who left
the land to the Cricket Club.

Actually, he left the land 'in trust' to Nortonthorpe Sports
Club, a charity (with four named trustees) set up to
manage Norton's former land. The Club inherited seven
and a half acres - and the deeds (dated 31 December
1952) say that it must always be used for sport, nothing
else.

Norton was part of an important family that hailed from
Cuttlehurst and after whom the village of Nortonthorpe
was named. The patriarch was Benjamin, a small-time
clothier; he was a weaver himself, and also put weaving
work out to others.
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Joseph, one of his sons, bought Highbridge Corn Mill in
1825 and most of the land upon which the villages of
Scissett and Nortonthorpe would eventually be sited.
(Scissett's 150™ anniversary was celebrated in 1980, so
local people date the birth of the place to 1830).

Joseph used water power to drive his various machines.
He also built Nortonthorpe Hall (now used for educational
purposes) and a row of houses for his workers, on
Busker Lane. In their heyday, the Norton family employed
about 1,000 local people.

Page 5 of 26
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




Meanwhile, George lived at Bagden Hall (now a hotel).
One of his steam engines acquired the nickname 'Violet'
in _honour of his daughter, christened with the same
name. George followed closely in the footsteps of his
father and brother.

The Norton family was instrumental in the emergence of
Nortonthorpe as a village - distinct from Scissett, but also
part of Scissett.
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The mill, which gained an enviable reputation for its
weaving, spinning, scribbling, finishing and dyeing,
closed in the early 1980s, and was superseded by a
business park.

But the influence of the Norton family lived on.

Following their move to Springfield Avenue, the Club had
to engage in some necessary excavation work, and also
had to level the playing surface so it was suitable for local

league cricket.
\

Today, Norton and his generosity are remembered
fondly. Club secretary Roger Littlewood comments:

The heritage of the Club is interesting and
Important. My father was actually a manager at
Norton's mill, so I'm very aware of the link between
the mill and the Cricket Club. Norton was
Nortonthorpe, and our Club is deeply indebted to
him. We're very proud of our connection with him;
If it wasn't for him we would not have the lovely
ground we now have.

If Joseph was the founder of the village, George was the
man to whom the post-1952 Cricket Cub is indebted.

Page 7 of 26
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




MOVING ON UP

1954 —- HUDDERSFIELD CENTRAL LEAGUE DIVISION ‘B’
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KNOCKOUT
DELIGHT

1961 — ALLSOP CUP WINNERS

The 1960s began well for Nortonthorpe and after the 2™
XI had scooped the Tinker Cup in 1960, the 1% Xl
enjoyed similar success in their knockout competition,
bagging the Allsop Cup the following year.
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TWICE AS NICE!

1963 - HUDDERSFIELD CENTRAL LEAGUE & ALLSOP CUP
WINNERS

If the early 1960s were the ‘glory years’ of Nortonthorpe
Cricket Club, then 1963 marked the pinnacle of that era.
In that year not only did the 1% XI land the League and
Cup double, but the 2" XI also carried off the Tinker Cup.
Shortly before the end of the season, the 1% XI saw off
their main rivals, Scholes, to virtually secure the title.
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NORTONTHORPE C.C. 1963
STANDING: E. Mankman, N. Mosley, R. England, B. Glover, Dennis Bentley, M. Taylor, J. Baity
SEATED: F. Exley, S. Holden, R. Hardy (Capt.), K. Armitage, T. Kitson
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TO THE POWER OF
TWO

1965 - HUDDERSFIELD CENTRAL LEAGUE & ALLSOP CUP
WINNERS

After another

championship success in 1964,

Nortonthorpe’s dominance of the Huddersfield Central
League peaked again in 1965. The 1% Xl repeated the
feat of 1963 by claiming a League and Cup double for the
second time in three years.
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Nortonthorpe make use of B
‘David Brown’s mistakes
to win Allsop Cup
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INTO SECTION ‘A’

1976 — HUDDERSFIELD CENTRAL LEAGUE DIVISION ‘B’

CHAMPIONS
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A Nortonthorpe team from the 1970s.

Is this the Division ‘B’-winning side?
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IN THE NEWS

1977 — HISTORY ARTICLE
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PRETTY PICTURE

1982 — WINNERS OF H. ROBINSON TROPHY FOR MOST
IMPROVED GROUND
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BRICKS AND
MORTAR

1987 — REBUILDING OF PAVILION COMPLETED
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This is an action shot from the same year — Harry
Blackburn batting against YMCA at Springfield Avenue.
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NOSTALGIA PIECE

1995 — HISTORY ARTICLE

In 1995 local cricket writer Bob Haigh took a look back at
the remarkable achievements of Nortonthorpe C.C. in the
early 1960s.
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PRIDE OF THE CLUB

TEAM PHOTOS

NORTONTHORPE CRICKET CLUB
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SOS EMERGENCY

1999 — CLUB PROBLEMS

In 1999 a chronic lack of players caused the Club to put
out an SOS call to the local community.

e oo S——r—

Crisis club
|ssues SOS

fJ.lI1!1--..-.u- pl linialms i 5
3 e el | ||III I.I.Il'l}I;d |h ot Pl

|l -llhlrl
T gk b

......

Club spokesman Roger thtlewood explains:

We’'ve had our moments, but since the 1970s we've
struggled slightly. Once upon atime we had the
best facilities in the area, but time has moved on. It
all came to a head in the 1990s when we were on
the verge of folding.
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There was a time when we regularly had to field
SiX- or seven-man teams. Eventually we sorted
ourselves out, and we were greatly indebted to a
group of young Pakistani cricketers for getting us
moving again.
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BRIGHT AND
BEAUTIFUL

CLUB TODAY

Today, Nortonthorpe run two senior sides and one team
at under-13 level. 'We would like more youngsters,'
says Littlewood, 'but I'm sure every club would say

that.'

Nortonthorpe's local-derby games used to be against
Clayton West and Emley, but since these clubs moved
leagues, it is Denby Dale who are the main local rivals.

The Club is also very conscious of its history and
heritage.
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Springfield Avenue today
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