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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
NORTONTHORPE CC 
 

 

WHO’S WHO 
 

BOB BLACKBURN 
 

 
 

In 1923 Bob Blackburn took a record 101 wickets to 
win the Huddersfield Central League bowling prize with 

an unbelievable  
average of 3.84.   

 
 

 
 



Page 2 of 8 
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk 

 

ROGER LITTLEWOOD 
 

    
 

Nortonthorpe stalwart – on and off the field. 
Currently Club secretary, Roger Littlewood was 

featured in the press when the appeal for playing 
members took place in the late 1990s.   
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FRANK EXLEY 
 

 
 

Frank Exley was known as ‘Mr Nortonthorpe’. He 
played in all Nortonthorpe’s successful teams from 
1940 until the 1960s and was also a tireless worker 

for the Club. After taking over as ‘temporary 
groundsman’ in 1949, he held the post for 32 years. 
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ROWLAND HARDY 
 

 
 

Rowland Hardy was captain of the 1st XI  
in the early 1960s. 
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THE NORTON FAMILY 
 

Geroge Norton, who owned Nortonthorpe Mill, 
provided the Club with its current ground. 

 

  
 

Robert Norton Hastwell (above) was George 
Norton’s grandson. He played for Nortonthorpe in 

the 1960s. 
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NORMAN MOSLEY 
 

 
 

In 1995, 34 years after playing in the 1961 
championship-winning side, Norman Mosley was still 

involved with the Club as an umpire. 
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THE BENTLEYS 
 

 
 

Brothers Noel and Ernest Bentley were Club 
umpires in the 1961 Allsop Cup-winning season, 

while their nephew Dennis also played in the side. 
Dennis appeared in a total of three Allsop Cup finals 
and was ‘not out’ in all three, scoring half centuries 

on two occasions.   
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ADRIAN WHITTAKER 
 

 
 

Adrian Whittaker is President of the Huddersfield 
Central Cricket League, and also Nortonthorpe’s 

hardworking groundsman. 
 


