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WIGKET Scropbooks record

with historian

Peter Davies TO‘eS Of InnOVOTlon

N 1925 Jomes Gortsida, Prasident of
Saithwaite CC, volced his concem that
mmmm:m::wbmmm
wias nat faken

He wiote: "The Slaithwaite Cricket Club has now
been b existence for upwards of 50 years and [, and
pther persons commected with the club, have felt for
some thmes that an attempt should be mads io put on
m:u;aréwmm:hrngifmohkdu for
i it of bath present and Muture generations,
befivrn all trace of s origin and happenings should
bee Jnat in the midet of time.’
Fuol this, u series of scra ks were
Wh::m mmfdnfllumo'b?lﬂwmuu
Io the m'l‘bulirunﬂhuhmh u-rllim
sccouant of club’s early hul.wt

reproduced in a 1905 bazaar ke,

C.m S s formad. 1873 1 the
14 W 1873 In the
1870 the “Cild Shaithwadte Cricker Club died I:ﬂ,
natural death, princi owing to Lord Dartmouth
wanting the ground log purposs’
The young men of Hill Top managed to beg or
berrow the squipment lrom this original club and
form Slajthwaile 51. James CC. Although no
mention & made of 2 fink with 51 James's, the local
Anglican Church, the club’s original mame Jeaves
lintle doube that one existed, By 1877 this clhub was
known by it current name, Slaithwaite Cricket Club
The Huddersfield Examiner serien King Willows
Hamrs, publashed in 1932, lists the lesding plavers
rom this period, wh o were: Thomas mi!awu
Bumforth, James Sykes, Wiy (:I:llh:ll Jobn H
Wood, John Hoplinson, J IH
Drvapsficld, Hiram Wood, Thomas ll.|.|11. and G
Maywell’
In the early days, Staithwaite often had 1o play
‘fifteen to eighteen men, , againat the fird clevens
of other cluba®, Thin type of odds match was
oommon for much of the nineteenth cemtury.

Adthauigh of Cup oempatitions were not ;
played until the 1%80x, mmasches were still very 7 BEHIRD WICHET: Star stumper Goorge Dawson.
competitive and often played for a stake. This was ot go furiher afiekd?

origimally a wum of mobey, bat by the 1870s teama l 7 BIE SIBNINE: S
mmonly played .maich Learie Consantine was a ry Wesi Indian Edtwin {pictured with his wits) signed for Skalttreaite for a fee of
Ei?:mu Sj’,fmnﬁ:mmf;};ﬁm cricketer. He had become a huge star in league m‘l‘hmi“m“dﬂmm

were allowed to fiedd Extra men 10 make the conbe ﬂﬂumthﬂumfnr ehson. He played an =

viahle The 18508 s o rise in the chub’s forfunes cxtibsition match at waile o 1952
which Iul;‘puh.ud by two ?mﬁﬁmu Tnn :ﬁ:"’“ was Eddwin S'I ::ﬂl. a Hh:.!:n
831, alter b vermses be ""“,h;';,‘f used, St Hill was professional at Slaithwaite in 194 xnd
meant that the playing area coald be improved and t“&ﬂ'ﬁ““‘ cerininly the ﬁﬂi H-l':ti . I_If!;‘l:;f .
ralasd henik it uddersfield League. He tock 152 wi ot R
Lm“““’ m',‘“”‘.zw""“'“m “"“:;wa ™ the club in total ut an sverage of 10,92 In his first |
A rving e S oo Pod  cason the club tied with Golcar for the League
i, T e Champéonship with St Hill scormy 408 runs o1 an
Irl.ﬁ u:fpvrﬁn#kf;-‘ fmmmu:h led to  gverage of 20,40 and taking 57 a 1291
e o St M The Slaithwaite OC anmual report concluded that
clam chube their wny o the “the eny i ol 51 Hll]h.ll.btﬂ'lnbz.ll‘u[lnq
Slaiihwaite fxtwoe B, and maiches began 1o be ok llqm it has brought § tod i
played on equal terems.’ ﬁw e mcTes ferest h
uring the inter-war Slaithwadte were ane
n 1946 Jack Harbergham retired after pi E
P&%‘Mﬁm“hm.g ot ] g Vears o il Tope Fe badt aken 343 wickess o
G2 1934 Y Q Slasthwaite ot &n af 13,13, To mark his
1 anil [738 - while the 2nd X1 title bt the ol beld
wai bagged inl919, 1929, 1930, 1933 and 1936, m}m fj&nal!:“ e %mmw Vi

In the knockoul competitions 1924 wais a
brea year, us both the Sykes Cup and the Paying tribute to Harbergham, Mr Herbert Sykes
Paddiock § were brought home to Hill Top for  $23d he had done a tremendows amount of ‘donkey

the first time work' ul Hill Top, mostly bowling uphll and agains
Villagers went out onio the streets to celebrate. The the wind! ]

local press reporied: “This year was the greatestof 1o 1972 ) Walker (108) and 1 Chi {102 not s 8
thems all,. As was pointed owt by Mr. Denton at the 06t shared 2 200-plus stand for first wicket. The L
presentation one of the secrets of the year after, the chab celebrated s Centenary, and i
club's success s that there is a real clubbable focling  Produced a wonderful souvenir brochure 1o
amongst Ma memmbers, that manifests dself in o accompany the eocanon.

1o share the work and shoulder some of  Today Skithwalte is 8 thriving bocal league club,

1h¢mpﬂm:hlmrfy muemh.pmpmhmﬁmn ﬂ.hphurﬂ’wmﬂml{d

O SRRy £ the Puture Fortunes of the club ®Readers are asked to contact Peter Davies on
1 cluba like Slaithwaite beoame morne succeasful, (11484 472405 o vin pj doviesi@hud sc.ulk if they

they becnme more ambitious Intead of bhiring — have any more phot information relating Lo {7 STAR MAN: in 1832 the graal West Indlan cricketer Laarks Constantios visited Siaftfvwalte
& professinal from Hudderdield or Bradford, why  jeal ericket Bk ’*"““' L i



