HONGSBRIDGE Cricket Club wos

founded in 1860 — ond by the 1870s
matches fealuring them wene being
teatured reguiary in the local press.

early dayy and little i known shout it before
It re-lormed in 1919,
However, Thongsbridge CC do appear in
1B} s one of the founder members of the
Huddersfiekl and Dimtrict Alliance League,
Another notable fact is that all-tunder 'W 'W
Lancaster, whe stared his carcer at
Thangsbnidpe, played fimt-clam cricket for
Yorkshire in 1595
The year 1910 was & very important one for
Thongsbiidge. It was the year thal the club’s
original pavilion was buil, and this stroctune
stayed in place for over 0 years In 1910 ihe
club alao scooped the Huddereficld
Amocistion League and the Limb Cup
Dunug the First World War (1914-15) the

club went in 1o temporary hibernation,
aa moit playess had signed up to fight in the
mrmsed Fonoes some did mol return o
s the club re-open, and stant playing ngain,
in 19
Al the end of the First World War it was
dexadod the chub should . i mve that
did muwch 10 help morale in the difficult
post-war yoan
The club joined the Huddersfickl Central

in 1919 and won their first post-was

troplsy m 1922 — the Tinker Cop
I 1926 — the year of the General Strike —

the Huddersfiekd &
It waa not lomg before they netted their fimt
iee, with the second X1 haggmg the

widock Shield in 1929,
L 1932 the club joned the hecal cricket elite
by winning the Hyrom Shickd — the Division
| Championship — for tho ot iime The
| 1933 Holorfirth Alnanac and Yearbook said

Sadly very lew records have survived from the

the club began their unbroken membership of
Drisirict Loague.

Thoogshridge had been “worthy champioms’
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Dtll:ing the 19308 the club used g hore
called "Captain” to pall the lavwmmower
which cut the outfield at Miry Lane,
However, in 1937 donl.!jmn?m SUPPOAET
A Lancaster and E Batley meant the club
coukd now afford & motonsed lawnmower
apd concyele garage 1o house i
Faithfiul Captain was this ‘pensioned off”
and & clab tradition was put Lo nest o make
way for mechanisation
Thraugh the hard work of member, ihe
Thrm area at Miry Lane was extended by
5 yands in 1934,
The end of the 19308 sew another leagues titke
win. This time a scoessful campaign m
Sectron B helped puide the fimt X1 back into
the top (ight.
Thengsbridge Cricket Club lost same of their
ﬁ!klnl players during ibe Second Workd
far, when many of those who were able 1o
nigned ug 1o fight. In gratitede and support

aptain,

floods and trophies

7 WELL DIDNCT IT RARE: Voluntesrs ane seen mopping up e squars after & very hamvy downpour i 1
ul&u!ﬂﬁt}:ﬂpﬁmmmim
rpanksed, t played in, a special
:cneﬁ!rrmdllnfﬂpm:n;: for
Christnaes gifts to be sent to T0-80 local men
fighting in the conflict
Againat all odds, the club 1o Fieled
L‘E H they HUW

. However, st
obetacle at Whitsumtide 1944, with the asrival
of the Holmfirth Floods

e waters were 5o :mrummllh:

atch 1o be water unplayable
fior five weeks, and resalbied in tons of sand
tml-hhmniluh:rmwwdm order to
muake the pitch playable again -
Thongbridge came up agatnat red tape i {1 CUTTING THE TAPE: The club's new loungs i
1944 which stopped them from heing able to  wabld in March 1878
win the Hoplanson Trophy Despiie this The year 1960 marked the 100th nhday of
legniation, the clab went on to 8 Thongsbridge C C and alio proved 10 be one
siscoesslie] year, winning both the keaguc and  of moal succesul year The club
the Hi iffe Cap, though sadly not the scosped bath the B Shiedd and the
Hopkinson Trophs Syknl’.‘up.mdbr_iiT::::ialahmlnd
m“u‘ﬂu-|qﬂhm‘ dance (o celebrate their success. . and the

m‘ﬂi"lmhﬂﬂ% elub’s longevity.

won both the second X1 competition mnd
Johnson Cup in 1950 and 1951 — a dowble
double nucoea!

The 19308 were very important in cutablishing

Thmphidgt‘l exicket and bowling clubs
had always been two separale entities,
However, in 1964 it wi decaded that they
should be joined xml the clubs were

womnen i koy indivichuah st Thi amalgamared togethes, booomin

cC, 1‘h:y Ema ;:m: pluyers’ w:ﬁ»ﬁfmu, WWE’;&H und Hw-tn; Club'
members, bt active and crucial members of  The club has remakned so-called 1o tlis dus
the chub They provided players and The ‘merger’ has benefited all concerned —

wupporicrs with relreshments on matchdays
— mmd i teme became koown ay the “Tea
Commitice”

s and in opening ap the club to a
I'I.d.zrll.-:Lnupr_ ’

The year 1965 saw & return bo the top fight

for the Thomgsbridge it X1 s Second
Divinion championa
The footbridge over the River Holme
whdth‘h;mhm ﬂmmlmﬂmwnmﬂw
(=, = W on ¥l
Suturday, May 1966, It was buill especially 1o
provade easy sccess for oricket fama
Thongsbridge Cricket Club had always

their ground — antid 19468 when they
were finally able to MT the land from Has

North. When the Bowling Clob ke
iheir mes in 1972, Thongabridge Cric
and ting Club finally beadquanens

they could truly call their owas

olunteers helped to build a tew
thihdlr_r wall, a new ted room and a
new cir parkmg areas in 1969, They belped to
supply the pecessary labour apd materinis
Thongsbridge's junior team proved
themachves (o be just as a1 Their elders
m the 1970%, winning the Section A Junior
League Tharmton Trophy six years in
wacoession between 1971 and 1976, They then
wenl on bo win il agein in |97T#
The curse of the Brithah weather struck
Thongsbridge once again bh 1972, with
torrentinl man Dooding the pich
In 1975 the second X1 netted the Paddock
Shasld for the cighth and most recent time.
Local rivals Holmifirth were defeated by thive
wickets jn the fimal as David Berry kept his
nerve with an unbeaten 3 to take hiv side (o
the 133run winning target

be coming of the 1980s herakled ihe

opening of 0 new cricket pavilion at Miry
Lane. The opening of the new building, and

| sooreboand, attracted & good temoat of

payers, ans and club members

F_ Over the past decade or s, the Miry Lane

und — ke others in the arca — has been
ighted by vandalism, and both main
busldings are regularly covered in graffit
Ouie club member saye: "It a big
problem for us, We repainted the fromt of the
lea poom and pavilion thies thimes doe season,
mnd still e bocal vandals came and ruined
onr walls
“(hur ather bughear 1 liter. When | tum op
for practice on & Fraday might, | heve 1o
:Jp-cnd 10 mitvutes tidying up the Medd before |
o anything else. A Jot of kids walk across
the ground to and from school, and we think
thast thin is the root problzm
“Others pome 1o play on the feld; that's
absabutely fine, but t got o behune
when they are on vur property,”™ he addod,
@ CONTACT. Readers aro asked in contact Peter
Diarviess on 01884472405 or v
£ dives@ud ac uk B they have any more
pholos o informalion on locad crickl history.




