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AROUND
THE

WICKET

with historian
Peter Davies

HURSTONLAND Cricket Club wos
founded in 1874

A year luder, in |E7S, important work was
carried out on the q;wnd prior to the
season starting, with £2 12 being spent on
labour (s per pemon per day)
During the 1875 season the club received a
testal of 2s 10d i pale muney
Before moving 1o their 1 HQ) on
Marsh Hall Lape, the club had two other
hTi.m# Hew L‘Iﬂmlm |:|1l.t£ centre ul"lgu'
¥i opposite the Rose Crown pu
and close to the post office, and Disney's
Field, a local farmer's feld.
The first referencen to cricket matches
imolving Thurstonland appear in the local
pread in 1876
Take, for example, the fixture against New
Mill on & May 1676 (the scorecard for this
match m atill pn exisence, samewhere)
Star bowler W Thewhia took § wickets of
mare of sever oocasbons durng that season,
Spml! challenge matches started to he
played in and around 1878, with the
loser buying supper for the victos]
At the same time, top players W Thewlia
and W Coldwell were taking par in
singhe-wicke! matches
The year 1900 marked the dawn of the
iwenitieth contury. It was also & significant
year for Thurstomland Cricket Club. They
appenred in the Lumb Cup semi-frnal, bt
bost 1o the holdets 51 Andrews.
They also meved into what would become
their permanent home, Marsh Hall Lane
Once they were safely installed, the more
iz members of the club set about
tevelling the playing area.
The testimondes all former player indscate
that you weren't allowed 1o play for the
village team unless you'd chipped in to help
the groundunan,
We are tald that, ‘In addition, the Rev
Jerome, the local parvon, wis on several
oceasions able to pve amitance with a
'.liw-:lblrrw o maave the lanpe mounds of

Thmlnuhnd Tirat l.|1:p|:i.md
Allzance League in 1902, They were
inspired by Beau Charlewworth, who won
the League Bmiluiq?-‘!udﬂ that sumemer
with an average of
In 1909 they won the Huoddersfield and
Cratrict Allance League, beating
Kirkburton in a "decding match” after both
chubs had finished the season with the same
sumber of points
In this early penod the local newspaper
used to refer to the Thurstonlanders ns the
"Men from the Hll®
Teams from the Colne Valley ofien
complained about playing at Marsh Hall
Lane "because of the inconvenienae of
getting 1o Thurstonland and doubts were
alsa raised sbout the suitability of the fiehd
and changing sccommodation’,
Thursionland switched to the Hisddersfield
and District e in 1910 - l.'u.d i
four seasons in the com hedt
Id War, |

on the eve of the Firnl 13
F o from their short spell in the
H;ddun’ddudﬂulmtlumﬂn

ome season in the Deamne Valley

ub played
Lﬁ-ﬂ‘ and then jolned the
H Central League a1 the end of
the Gireat War (1919) - ut o cost of 10

shillings!

In 1920 Marsh Hall Lare played host 1o the
Huddersfield Central Leagae 2nd X1 final -
& huage accolade l.'n!'nnunuﬂtlhnu[h. the
chuh made o ko of T Kd on

Arounid 1his tme, the cdub had conpections

Men From the Hill's
proud cup fradition

with Stocksmoor Ladies crcket team, and
actually leni them cricketing equipmenl
n 1921 Thurnstonland reached the
Husldersiicld Central fimal,
Elm.uwd between the leaders of each setion
1 they lost o Rowley Hill
Two years later, in 1923, a fire at the local
works of Albert Gill wan & major
Eﬁm use tnaide was parked the
meite which wsed Lo convey the team
nﬁsku lnmaﬁ of its matches. The fire
wocurred on the Monday moming. before
the kit had bean removed firom the previoms
Saturday's masch.
S‘-u-rnu erickel clubs are a bit tardy in paying

rwnd rent, i not
Thumonjl.

pay theirs as smartly s they can,

bocaznse for almost three-quarters of a
century it has remained constant: in 1928
the Noron Trust demanded a “pepper corm’
payment of five shillings.

o, loday the club treasurer writss oul &

chaque for 25p - and if he sends it o
ferst-class, the stamp costs more than the
actual rent payment!
The club celebrated 105 Diamond Jibilee in

1934, a specinl carmival, which
%ﬁm 10 be cleared, und &
profit of £33 accrued,

COm 553 ber 19346 Thurstonland

forfes _fnolnu for [iling 1o ruise
fexm, and in 1937 the club protesied about
the new Thw law!

The 15t X1 won the Huddersdfield Central
League knockout competition, the Holden
Cup, in 193K,

They were also ranners-ip in the lea

loung to Penistone Y 5. in @ play-oll after
faishing level on points.

In ::{5‘? wnudn#dwqﬂ “&qﬂﬂ m;td
m Ip tmprove rainage of the grow
dl; um laying pipes, phosphale and

A year later, in 1960, Gerald Oldham won
Ih:ln:ph:buwlmggtnl:.llkm g 42 wickots
al an average of 6.4 BE;IW}' became

Ib: first recipient of the Geolfrey Boo
lﬁﬂd been donnted by ﬂwduh

he 15608 saw im mnt developments
TﬂMu.nh Pﬂ

A new tea hut wnpmm;h-ndl‘mmw
Townsend and Sans nl'Shih—_r for £50 and

rll.lnnm.{ mission was sought Lo erect il
next (o the pavilion,

e in securing planning perm
:'ul:u?:mlllhc:godnhmmmbe
erectod na it had begun 1o docay:

The council was asked if a similar structure
buift with “rock faced concrete hiocks” could
be exected on the same foundations. This ten
frut was subsequently built over the next
three years

A 'one armed bandii® was instalied in (he

THURTTORLARE
Iadgeramid

w:;lera.ns fail to avoid dmp

First title trinmph ==
for Thurstunland

'1::11 qf\ml"u bheing shared with Wilien on

L"Juh funds were also significantly enhanced
by the commencemnent of & ‘Forecast Pool’

weekly draw which cost 6d forecast and
.I.iﬂl?ﬂ'j3.‘l&| i

Brian Ketthewell signed as professional and
was paid £36 for b services in his firs
season. [n his second susmmer, n addition to
his playing duties, he was pskced 1o cosch
one night per week at the club st a rate of
10 shilfings per seasion,
Inl'i'b'l'lbcm X1 won the Allsop Cup -
the Huddersfield Ceniral Leagnae
knockout competition
Thurstonland netted the Section B title in
1980 end also in 1582, then went on to
bag the Tinker Cup in 1983 and the Allsop
Cupim 1965 and 15966
The yoar 1987 turmed oul 1o be the most
succenful season in the his of the clab
Thee 15t X1 won the Hi held Central
League Section A title, for the first time,
and also the Allop Cap, the 15t X1
knockout competition. Meaniime, the Tnd
X1 fininbed Lop of Section D,
“The Men from the Hill' the Tinker
meﬁ-mmlﬂﬁ. 992, 1995 aind
- & memarshie sequence
In 1996 the Ist XI finished as Premier
Divimion Championa, while the 2nd X1
claimed the Section *B° title
The Thurmonland C.C. website, designed
and edited by 1t XI siipper Lee Booth,
maust be one of the most Enpressive criciket
club websites m the country, and in 2005 the
club was the subject of a ial Radio 4
documeniary on village ericket.
Sao things look very bright
Club secretary Andrew Pearson commenix:

=7 TRIUMPRE Toq: The Thursioniand side whics clecherd
the Alsop Cup in 1967 Bnd Above: the clul's atiractive
pavilion and changing roorha

“The chub is now an integral part of village life
The Testa the annaal gala, ichool
mnd church events and moetings of the local
playgroup
“We've even catered for 90t birthdays and
wedding receptions. For & small village ciub, | fieel
we've got very pood social Facilities.

?ol. It and 2od Xlx, plus leama ai
under-17, under-15 and wndez-13 levels, so things
are very healiby ai the noment.

® Readers are asked to contact Peter Davies on
014584 472405 or vin pj dovies@hod.ac.uk il they
have amy enore photos or information relating o
local ericket history,




